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OF | 6 N 
Mrs. Chriſtian Da Davies, *. 


THE 


BRITISH AMAZON. 


COMMONLY CALLED: 


MOTHER ROSS; 


Who ſerved as @ Foot-Soldier and Dragoon, in 
ſeveral Campaigns, under King Villiam and 
; the late Duke of Marlborough ; 


Containing Variety of Tranſactions both ſerious and 
diverting: 


Wherein ſhe gave ſurprizing Proofs of Courage, | 
and Dexterity in handling all Sorts of Weapons, _—= i} 
to be met with in the contrary Sex 3 | 

For which, beſides being otherwiſe rewarded, ſhe was made | 
a Penſioner of Chelſea College, by Queen Arne, where her - = mY 
Husband now is a Serjeant, and ſhe continued to her Death. 5 


The Whole taken from her own Mouth, and known to be 
true by many Noblemen, Generals, and other Officers, 
&c. mentioned in her Life, and ſtill living, who ſerved 

in thoſe Wars at the ſame Time, and were Witneſſes 
of her uncommon Martial Bravery. . 
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The SECOND EDITION. Y 

To which is added, "0 

An APPENDIX, containing ſeveral a 3 
Paſſages, omitted in the former E 
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IN the following LIFE of 
Mrs. Crxistian Davis, 
LS talen from her own Mouth, 
ve may remark Examples 
of #7C071111071 Intrepiditey but rarely 
found in the fair Sex. By her having 
been long converſant in the Camp, ſbe 
bad Ia that Softneſs which heightens 
the Beauty of the Fair, and contracted 
a maſculine Air and Behaviour, which 
A ” however 


* 


«* 
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r . TT, 4 „r 


nn * 


Sb was lang before her Des 


and was interr d in the Berry 


iv * PREFACE. 


however — 2 in her; would hardly 
30 in any other of her Ser. 
þ Bit — 


ed with a Complication f . 
as. Dropſy, Scutvey, &c. ar length her 
Husbond being taken ill, e . 2 
up with him at Nights, by which ſhe 
contracted a Cold that a her into a 
continual Fever which darried her off in 


four Days. 


She tid on the 716 of July 1739s 


Berying. 
belonging Zo lea Hoſpital, Wihh . 


litary Honours. 
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THE 
BOOKS EL LER. 


TO THE 


R E A D E R 


HE Life of Mrs. Chriſtian Davies 
having been taken from her own Mouth, 
at divers Intervals, often at a good 
Diſtance aſunder, and not having Time 
to reviſe it before her Death, ſeveral 
6 curious Paſſages happened to be omitted 
by ber: Which however, upon reading ber Memoirs, 
her Daughter, ſtill living, recollefted, and communi- 
cated to the Bookſeller, who, to render the Hiſtory 
compleat, has thrown them into this Appendix. The 
Paſſage of her ſhooting the Highwayman, which is re- 
lated here, was ſuch an extraordinary Inſtance of 
Bravery, that many may be apt to doubt the Truth of it; 
as judging ſhe could never have forgotten an Attion which 
redounded ſo much to her Reputation: But the News- 
Papers of that Time, which all relate this Exploit, put 
the Matter quite out of Diſpute. And here it may be 


neceſſary to gratify the Curioſity of many, who," as 


woe underſtand, have been greatly puzzled to conceive 
; T7 Eos how 


SIA TIS 0 1 
einen 3 
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Advertiſement to the Reader. 2 
how a Woman could fo long perform a certain natural O- 


peration, without being dijcovered , ſince Soldiers are obliged 


zo perform it, not only ſtanding, but often publickly, and 
even at theHead of theRegiment.This indeed ſeems to have 
been a difficult Task 3, and yet it was very eaſy to. her by 
Means of a Silver Tube painted over, and faſtened a- 
bout her with leather Straps. This Urinary Inſtrument 
belong d to the brave female Captain, who, hurry*d with 
the Alarm, mentioned p. 6. of her Life, forgot it, and 
left it bebind him in the Bed, where ſhe and the Maid 
found it; And this it was which delermined her, in I- 
mitation of that Heroine, 10 put on Man's Appa- 
rel: For without ſuch an Implement ſhe could never have 
boped to paſs long concealed, But the Reader muſt excuſe 
our not giving a formal Deſcription, of this notable En- 


dine, to which the World is indebted for two ſuch con- 


rageous Amazons; being cautious of relating any Thing that 
might offend nice Ears, or propagate the Humour of fe- 
male Knight Errantry. We ſhall only add, that our 
Heroine, after ſhe had thrown off the Habit of the Male 
Sex, and reſumed that of her own, fold the Toy in Flan- 
ders for 7 Piſtoles ; which ſhe much repented ever after; 
for on her Return to England, ſbe ſoon became ſenſible, 
by the great Reſort of Perſons who had heard of thi; 
Circumſtance, among others relating to her Hiſtory, that 
ſhe might have gotten a handſome Subſitence, by ſhewing 
it as a Curioſity. | 
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AN 


APPENDIX 


To the I. 11 an 


Mrs. Chriſtian Davies. 


O fallow the Words, Proof of an invincible Cou- 
rage, Page 7. Line 32. 

I don't think it improper here, to give a ſhort 
Account of the Beginning and Progreſs of the Wars 
in Ireland, collected by Mr. Thomas Howell, the fatal 
Robber of my Innocence and Honour, which you 
may take in his own Words. | 


After the Abdication of RING fad the Second, 
the glorious KING WILLIAM the Third, and his 
illuſtrious Conſort Queen Mary, took. Poſſeſſion of 
the Throne, April the 11th, 1689, with the Conſent 

of the Subjects of England. 

| There was yet no War declared aſt France : 
But the Reception of King James the Second, in that 
Court, and the tranſporting foreign Troops. into Ire- 
land to aſſiſt the Facobites, who began to appear in open 
Rebellion, made it necelſary to proclaim War againſt 
Lewis the XIVth. Therefore on Friday, April the 
26th, 1689, the Commons made the following Ad- 
dreſs to his. Majeſty at Whitehall. 


W F your Majeſty's moſt Loyal and Pirifa 
Subjects, the Commons, in this preſent Parlia- 


ment aſſembled, moſt humbly lay before your Majeſty 
our earneſt Deſire, that your Majeſty would be plea- 


ſed to take into your moſt ſerious Conſideration, the de- 


ſtructive Methods of late taken by the French King, 


a 2 gaaẽgainſt 
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againſt the Trade, Quiet, and Intereſt of this your 
Kingdom; and particularly, the preſent Invaſion of 
the Kingdom of Ireland, and ſupporting your Ma- 
jeſty's rebellious Subjects there: Not doubting in 
the leaſt, but that, through your Majeſty's Wiſdom, 
the Alliancer, already made, with ſuch as may here- 
after be concluded, on this Occaſion, by your Ma- 
jeſty, may be effectual to reduce the French King to 
ſuch a Condition, that it may not be in his Power 
hereafter to violate the Peace of Chriſtendom, nor pre- 
judice the Trade, or Proſperity of this your Majeſty's 
Kingdom. To this End, we moſt humbly beſeech 
your Majeſty to reſt aſſured, upon this our ſolemn 
and hearty Engagement, that when your Majeſty 
ſhall think fit to enter into a War againſt the French 
King, we will give your Majeſty- ſuch Aſſiſtance in 
2 Parliamentary Way, as may enable your Majeſty 
(under that Protection and Bleſſing God Almighty 
has ever afforded you) to ſupport, and go through 
with the ſame. 


His Majeſty gave a gracious Anſwer, and on May 


the 7th War was declared againſt France in the uſual 
Forms. But the firſt Sroke was given before this 
Proclamation, by the Engliſh and French Fleets in 
Bantry Bay; (a Harbour in the Province of Munſter, 
in Jreland ;) an Account of which take as follows. 


&« From on Board his Majeſty's Ship the Elizabeth, tbe 


« 2d of May 1689. 


Admiral Herbert (afterwards Earl of Torring- 
„ton, ) having refitted at Milford Haven, (a) the Da- 
% mages which ſome of his Ships had ſuſtained, by 
« ill Weather, on the Coaſt of Jrelvnd, intended to 

| have 


(a) Milford Haw, a commodious Sea-Port in Pembrolſbirt, 
South Wales, upon the Iriſh Sea. 6Iis Ss N 


8 „ 


« have gone directly to Breſt (3): But the Wind 
« coming eaſterly, which might bring the French 
<< Fleet out, he ſtood on the 24th paſt over to Mingſale, 
(c) which he judg'd the moſt likely Courſe to meet 
« them. On the 29th our Scouts made a Signal that 
e they diſcovered a Fleet, keeping their Wind; which 
% made us likewiſe keep ours all Night, to hinder 
<: their getting into King/ale, The zoth we heard the 
« Enemy were gone into Baltimore, (d) being 44 
« Sail; whereupon we bore away towards that Place, 
«« but we found there no Signs of them: But in the 
Evening our Scouts got Sight of them again to the 
«« Weſtward of Cape Clare (e). We ſteer'd after them, 
“ and found they were got into Bantry. We lay off 
< the Bay all Night, and the next Morning, by 
Break of Day, ſtood in, when we found them to 
an Anchor. They got preſently under Sail, and 
e bore down upon us in a Line, compos'd of 28 
„% Men of War and 5 Fireſhips. When they came 
« within Muſket- Shot of the Defiance, the Headmoſt 
<« of our Ships, the French Admiral put out the Sig- 
ce nal of Battle, which was begun by them, Firing 
ce great and ſmall Shot at the Defiance, and the reſt 


7 a8 we came in Our Line. We made ſeveral Boards 


« to 


(5) Breft, a good Sea-Port of Bretagne in France © In this Port 
15 the . Magazine for the Maritime of the whole Kingdom. 

(c) King ſale, is a fine Port in the County ef Cori, and Province of Mun- 
Her, in Ireland, on the River Ban. This Town was taken from King 
James the 2d, by the Earl of Malborough, October the ad, 1690. 
The Governor for King Fame, with moſt of the chief Officers, 
were kill'd in its Defence : Upon which the Garriſon ſurrendered to 
the Earl, and were conducted to Limerick, a ſtrong Town upon the 
River Shannen, in the Province of Munſter. | "Ong 

(d) Baltimore, a commodious Bay in the ſame Province. _ 

(e) Cape Clare, a noted Cape in the Province of Connaught, 
with a ſmall Town of the ſame Name, near the Fall of the River 
Fergus into the Shannon, the chief River of Feland. This Ci 


does not give the Title of Clare to the Holles's : that Clare is 4 


Village in S»fo/k, upon the River Stur, which divides that County 
from Eſex. a | 


te 
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to gain the Wind, or at leaſt to engage thein 


cloſer : | But finding that Way of working very 


diſadvantageous, Admiral Herbert ſtood off to 
Sea, as well to have got our Ships into a Line, as 
to have gained the Vind of the Enemy; but found 
them ſo cautious in bearing down, that we could 
never get an Opportunity to do it, ſo continued 
Battering' upon a Stretch till five in the Afternoon 
when the French Admiral zack'd from us, and 
ſtood farther into the Bay. Admiral Herbert's 
Ship, and ſome the reſt, being diſabled in their 
Rigging, we could not follow them, but we con- 
tinued ſome Time after before the Bay, ard our Ad- 
miral gave them a Gun at parting. In this Action, 
Captain George Aylmer, of the Portland, with one 


Lieutenant, and 94 Seamen, were killed, and about 


250 wounded, as appears by a Survey taken after 
the Fight; and our Ships recetved little or no Da- 
mage, except in their Sails and Rigging. As for 
our Officers and Seamen, this Right. muſt be done 


them, that they behav'd themſelves with all the 


Courage and Chearfulneſs that could be expected 


from the braveſt Men; And on the other Side, 


without leſſening the Enemy, it may be ſaid, that 
they either wanted Courage, or Skill to make Uſe 
of the Advantage of the Place, the ind, their 
Fireſbips, and their being at leaſt double our Force: 
For they had 18 Ships, the leaſt whereof was as big 
as the Eligabeib. And it ſo happened, that, at the 
Time of this Engagement, Admiral Herbert had 
with him but eight zd Rates, ten 4th Rates, one 
5th Rate, and two Tenders”. ai DER 5 


This was the firft Engagement at Sea; We ſhall 
now go to the Siege of Londonderry, where King 
James ſet down with a powerful Army; the Sight of 
which caſt fuch a Terror in the Minds of the Gover- 
nor, and ſeveral Officers, that they were for ſurren- 
dering that important Place: But the courageous Mr. 


SGeorge 


mood BESS roi a Coat. ** 
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George Walker, who had raiſed a Regiment for De- 
fence of the Proteſtants, (after the Governor had privately 
made his Eſcape) was unanimouſly choſen in his Room, 
to defend the Town; tho' very ill provided for a 
Siege. But they defended themſelves like ancient 
Romans for many Months, till Succours came from 
England. In the mean Time they were reduced to 
ſuch Extremity for Want of Proviſions, that they were 
obliged to feed upon Horſe-fleſh, Dogs, Cats, Rats, 
and Mice; and had but two Days of ſuch ſorry Pro- 
viſion left, when the timely Succour arrived: Which, 
the Enemy perceiving, they rais'd the Siege in Deſpair. 
The Day before the Siege was rais'd, a Party of 
2000 Proteſtants met 6000 of the rebel Jriſß, ſlew, 
and drowned in the Shannon, above 3000, and took 
their General Priſoner. The brave Doctor embarked 
for England, where he received the Thanks of the Houſe 
of Commons for his noble Defence, and a handſome 
Gratuity beſtowed on him. His Majeſty, June the 4th, 
1690, ſetting out on his Voyage to Ireland, imbarked 
Wedneſday the 11th, and arrived ſafely on Sazarday the 
i4that Carrick Fergus, (F) from whence he march'd 
to the Battle of the Boyne, at the Head of 36,000 
regular Troops. King James the ad was there before 
him with the like Number of Forces. While his 
Majeſty King William was viewing the Poſture of 
the Enemy, he was wounded on the Shoulder by a 
Cannon Ball. His Officers crouding about him, the 


Enemy thought he was killed, and gave a general 


Shout thro? their Army, for Joy of his Death; and 
the News not only flew to Dublin, but Fires of rejoic- 
ing were made even at Paris, for the falſe Tydings : 


But Heaven reſerv*d him for a better Fate, to conquer 


his Enemies, The Night before the Battle, his Ma- 
Jeſty 


(J) Carrick Fergus, or Knock-Fergus, a City of the County of 
Antrim, in the Province of Uſer, over againſt the e of Man in 
the Britiſß Ocean, was accounted the 3d City of Feland, for the 
Number of its Inhabitants and Trade, but now its Traffick falls off. 
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jeſty rid thro* the Ranks of the Army by Torch- 
Light encouraging his Troops, who ſeem'd to pro- 
miſe him the Victory. July the 1ft both Armies 
prepar*'d for Battle. On the firſt Onſet the Duke 
Schomberg was killed upon the Spot, and the valiant 
Defender of Londonderry, Doctor Walker, loft his 
Life, by a Wound in the Belly. The Fight was 
doubtful for ſeveral Hours ; but at laſt, by the good 
Conduct and Bravery of the Ning, the Facobites were 
put to a general Flight. King James retired to Dublin; 
but not thinking himſelf ſecure there, he went to 
Waterford, took ſhipping in a Veſſel provided for 
his Retreat, if vanquiſh'd, and once more arrived 
ſafely at St. Germains in France, the Place of his 
former Reſidence, where we fhall leave him to follow 
the Fortunes of his Conqueror. He entered Dublin 
by the Invitation of the-Inhabitants, who chearfully 
ſubmitted to him. . 
In ſhort, after many Victories gained by the con- 
quering King William, Ireland ſeem'd to be reduced 
to his Obedience. He ſettled the following Perſons 
into a Privy Council: The Lord Primate of Ireland, the 
Lord Chancellor, the Lord Treaſurer, the Arch- 
biſhop of Dublin, James Duke of Ormond, Edward 
Earl of Meath, Henry Farl of Drogheda, Francis 
Earl of Longford, Richard Earl of Ranelagh, Arthur 
Earl of Granard, Adam Viſcount Lisburn, the Biſhop 
of Meath, Robert Fitzgerald Eſq; Sir Henry Fane, 
liam Hill Eſq; and other Miniſters of State for the 
Time being. Yet Ireland was not totally ſubdued 
till after the bloody Battle of Agbrim, where the 
brave St. Ruth, General of the Enemy, was killed 
with a Cannon Ball. His Death facilitated the Exgliſb 
Conqueſt, and all che Towns in Ireland, in Poſſeſſion 
of the Facobites, ſoon after ſurrender'd to King William, 
and the Kingdom has ever fiance, patiently ſubmitted 
to the gentle Yoke of the Eugliſb. f 
Return to Page 7. Line 33. Tho' my Mother had, 
during my Father's Illneſs, Ec. To 


. c 


a 


had been upon 
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To follow the Words, his Affability and Humanity, 
Page 65. Part II. Line 2. 

One Day, While the Siege continued, we had a 
great Dinner to dreſs, and wanting ſome Aſſiſtance 
in the Kitchin, my Lord borrow'd General Schom- 
berg's Cook. The General dining with my Lord, he 
was not wanted at his own Quarters. When the 
Dinner was over, the borrow'd Cook took ſome of 
the Proviſions, that were left, along with him. Near 
his Maſter's ny he met with a Corporal, who 

uty eight and forty Hours, without 
any Refreſhment, during that Time. The Cook took 
Compaſſion upon the almoſt famiſh*d Soldier, and 
gave him all he had brought from our Kitchin; which 


General Schomberg's Quarter-Maſter obſerving, went 


up to the Cook and aſked if he had any Proviſion 
for him : But the Cook anſwering in the Negative, 
from Words the Quarter Maſter proceeded to Blows ; 
which the Cook not caring to take, he return'd them 
with Intereſt, and drub'd the Quarter-Maſter to ſome 
Tune. When the General return'd to his Tent, the 
beaten Quarter-Maſter made his Complaints to him, 
who not entering into the Merits of the Cauſe, order- 
ed the poor Cook into the Cuſtody of the Provoſt, where 
he was confined four and twenty Hours. The next 
Day after his Confinement, General Schomberg din'd 
again with my Lord, among ſeveral other Officers 
of the Army. When they were all ſeated, I entered 
with my uſual Freedom, and looking my Lord Stairs 


full in the Face, opened the Caſe in the following 
Manner. =: 


«© May it pleaſe your Los I have heard of | 


« Perſons put into Confinement for Theft, but nevet 


yet of one impriſoned for not Stealing; and I 


«© begg'd his Lordſhip to prevail on the General to 
<< releaſe his Cook for not filching from his Lordſhip's 
«© Table, two Days paſt, in Order to fill the Paunch 
of the General's Quarter-Maſter ; and if it was a 

”” b «© Dutch 
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«© Dutch Cuſtom, I begg'd it might for once be over- 
* looked,” The General was prevailed on by the 


Company to ſend Orders for the Cook*s Releaſe, 


who came before Dinner was over into our Kitchin, 
either to get a Dinner or return me Thanks. As ſoon 
as I ſaw him at Liberty, I went into the Dining- Room, 
and told the General I came to give him a Kiſs, by 
Way of Acknowledgment: But the General by his 
Countenance ſeem'd to ſay he was unworthy of ſo great 
an Honour. However obſerving by the Eyes of my Lord 
Stairs, that he was willing I ſhould purſue the Frolick, 
I wip'd my greaſy Chops with my Apron, and pro- 
ceeded to do as I ſaid. The General finding me reſo- 
lute, roſe from his Chair, and we had a Race round 
the Table for ſome Time : But he being a very good- 
humoured Gentleman, and- knowing my free Way, 
ſtopp'd and kiſs'd me heartily ; tho? at the ſame Time 
he told the Company, if he had not had a very good 
Stomach, the greaſy Bitch would have ſpoiled it, 
Another Time one of my Lord's Footmen had 
been playing the Game at Up Tails all, and had the 
ill Luck to meet with a Fireſhip, The poor Fellow 
was in a deſperate Condition, and his Modeſty, {tho' 
my own Countryman) prevented the Diſcovery for 
ſome Time : But at laſt my Lord's Gentleman found 
it out, and having a Smattering in Phyſick, under- 
took the Cure. I being of an inquiſitive Nature, 
ſoon came to the Truth; and I was barbarous enough 
to plague the poor Wretch about it: But he ſtill deny*d 
the Affair, telling me he feared he was in aConſumption; 
and frequently borrowed Sauce-pans, '&c, to prepare 


| Medicines, by Order of his Phyſician. One Day un- 


known to me, he had taken my Hotch-Potch Stew-pan 
to boil his Ingredients, in Order to make a Poultice ; 
and when I wanted it, it was no where to be found. 
I ſearched every likely and unlikely Place, and all to 
no Purpoſe ; Bf hearing People whiſper in a little 
Room, where the Lumber was generally put, I 

1 1 peeped 


1nder- 
ature, 
nough 
leny'd 
ption; 
repare 
iy un- 
W- pan 
Iltice; 
found. 
| all to 
little 
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peeped thro* the Key-Hole, and ſoon perceived what 
Uſe the Gentleman and Footman made of my Hotch- 
Potch Stew-pan. I had not Patience to call to them, 
but broke the Door open with my Knee, which ſo 
much -ſtrpris'd. the Doctor and Patient, that they 
both ruſhed out of the Door ; the Footman with his 
Breeches down, and twenty Yards of Roller at his 
Tail. I called after him, threatning to tell my Lord 
the Uſe he had made of his Hotch-Potch Pot, and 
was as good as my Word: But I own my Motive 
was not III Nature, for I knew my Lord would or- 
der a proper Surgeon to take Care of the poor Fel- 
low. When the Company had eat as much of the 
Hotch-Potch as they cared for, I told them the 
Story whilſt the Footman was waiting at the Table, 
juſt as he had been ordered to take away the firſt 


. Diſh ; which he did in ſuch Confuſion, that he threw 


down all the remaining-Part of the Broth over the 
Duke of A—e. This encreas'd the poor Wretch's Diſ- 
order, who running with Precipitation out of the 
Door, met full-but three Servants. coming in with 
the reſt of the Dinner. He thruſt down the firſt, the 
firſt the ſecond, the ſecond the third, Diſhes and all; 
and never made his Appearance *cll my Lord went 
to Bed, for the Company were deprived. of. the reſt 
of the Dinner. But the Fellow by my Lord's Or- 
der was put under Cure to the Surgeon of the Regi- 
ment; and that in good Time: For had he continued 
under the Care of his firſt Quack Doctor, the leaſt of 
his Loſſes would have been that of his Nofe : But 
by the Surgeon's Skill his Bridge was ſecured, and he 
became a ſound Man again, returning me Thanks 
for the lucky Accident, as he called it. Having read 
this, return Page 68, to Line the 3d. at, During 
the Siege of Bouchain. 
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To follow the Words, the Woman by the Heels, 
the Man by the Neck. Page 85. Line 33. 

Marching that Way ſome time after thisExecution, 
ſome of our Company obſerving a Bird go in and out 
of a certain Part of this Woman's Body, that may be 
eaſily gueſs'd at, cry*d out, Z——s there is a Bird's 
Neſt, and nam'd the Place, which my Modefty will 
not let me repeat. However, I went to ſearch, and 
pull'd out five young Birds juſt fledg'd, to the Amaze- 
ment of all that beheld em. And ſince, near Hollo- 
way, as I was taking a Walk one Summer's Evening, 
I obſery*d a Multitude of People taking Notice of a 
Bird flying in and out through the Sockets of the Eye 
of a Man hung in Chains. However, when I told 
the Mob I was aſſur'd a Bird had built her Neſt there, 
in general they hooted me with Scorn : But offer- 
ing to lay a Wager of a Crown to prove my Aſſertion, 
I was ſoon taken up; and procuring a Ladder from a 
neighbouring Houſe, I clapp*d it againſt the Gibbet, 
mounted it, and drew out a Yrer's Neſt with five 
Eggs. The Man who had laid the Wager with me, 
wanted to be off; and thought, becauſe I was a Wo- 
man, to laugh me out of it: But I not being us'd to 
ſuch Trifling, declar'd if he would not give me the 
_ Crown I would have it out of his Bones. Vell, re- 
ply'd the Fellow, you Hall have it if you can pet it. 
Shall I, ſaid I? PU try that, Upon which, I flew at 
at him, giving, and receiving ſeverat ſmart Blows ; 
till at laſt I ſeiz'd him by the Collar, tripp'd up his 
Heels, laid him a-croſs my Knees, pull'd down his 
Breeches, and gave him three or four Slaps on his 
bare Bum, among ſeveral hundred Spectators, who 
applauded my Revenge with loud Huzza's! That 
done, I ſeiz'd him by the Legs, and ſhook his Money 
out of his Pocket upon the Ground. I took up my 
Crown, telling him I ſhould take but my own, and 
he might go tothe Devil with the reſt. He took the 
Remainder, put up his Breeches, and ſneak'd - 

| $ Wit 
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with a hollowing Mob at his Tail. This Rencounter 
prov'd very lucky to me, for our Engagement ſtopp'd 
ſeveral Gentlemen to ſee the Event of our Combat 
and among 'em, a Collection was made of eight 
Pounds fourteen Shillings, which I carry'd home in 


Triumph. —— Return to Page 83. Line 33. as this 
Tear, Sc. | 


To follow the Words after Priſoners of War, Page 39. 
Part II. Line 23. 8 


In this Battle of the Wood, known by the Names 
of Blaregnies, or Malplaquet, the Duke of Argyle 


(now Argyle and Greenwich) had an equal Share in the 


Victory of that bloody Day. The Duke of Marl- 
borough ſent Orders to the Duke of Argyle, to take 
Poſſeſſion of the Wood near Malplaguet, together 
with a Dutch Battalion. This Undertaking was ſo 
very hazardous, that it appear'd nothing better than 
the Forlorn Hope of an Army; and the Dutch Com- 


' marider told the Duke, they were only ſent to be a 


certain Sacrifice : Intimating, they ought to retreat 
to fave themſelves and Soldiers from imminent Death. 
But the Duke told him their Orders muſt be obey'd. 
In the firſt Onſet the Du/cb Officer was kilPd, which 
the Duke obſerving, turn'd to the Soldiers, and open- 
ing his Breaft, ſhew'd 'em that he had nothing to op- 
poſe the Point of a Sword, or ward off a Bullet, more 
than the meaneft of the whole Army 3 therefore he 
begg'd they would follow him, who penetrated the 
thickeſt Squadrons, clear*d- the Wood, and enter'd 
the Enemies firſt Trench Sword in Hand, and came 
off victorious, to the Joy of the whole Army of the 
Allies. Return to Page 39. at our Army 
now, Sc. 
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To follow the Words, and ſupported my Mare, Page 
28. Part II. Line 5. 

As I ſaid before, I was a prodigious Lover of Eels, 
when not with Child ; and took all Opportunities to 
provide myſelf. with *em wherever I went, and my 
Friends for me : For they knew they could not make 


me a more acceptable Preſent, neither was I ever be- 


hind-hand 1n retaliating their Favours ; but my Love 
of this Diet was turn'd to loathing by the following 
Chance. 

One Day waiting for ſome Friends at Weſtminſter- 
Ferry to croſs over to Lambeth, a Fiſherman in his 
Net, had dragg'd aſhore the dead Bod y of a Black- 
moor who was drown'd by accident. I had the Curio- 
fity to obſerve what was doing, tho' from the Putre- 
faction of the Corpſe I was oblig'd to ſtop my Noſe. 
I took Notice of a large Quantity of Eels that iſſued 
from the rotten Carcaſs, and the Fiſherman's Dili- 
gence in putting *em into his Well-Boat in order for 
Sale. We had a Tongue-Battle about it; and if I 
could have got at the Fellow, we ſhould certainly have 
come to Blows. But this Paſſage wrought ſo much upon 
me, that I could never after endure the Sight of theſe 
foul Feeders. Some Time after, I was relating this 
Story to a Gentleman of my Acquaintance, a Coun- 
try man of mine, who canfirm'd my Averſion, by tel- 
ling me he had by the Inſtigation of a Friend, nail'd 
a large Eel by the Tail to the Floor; and after twiſ- 
ting and winding ſome Time, a Froth has work'd 
out of the Mouth of the Eel,in which he dipp*d a Piece 
of Bread, and gave it to a mangy Dog paſt Cure. 
The Animal in a few Minutes apparently loſt its 
Strength, fell down, ſwelling to a monſtrous Degree, 
and in leſs than an Hour expir'd in the utmoſt Ago- 
nies. My Diſtaſte was ſo great, that I never could 
bring myſelf to try this Experiment : However, I 
have ſuch an Opinion of this Gentleman's Veracity, 

that 
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that I don't in the leaſt queſtion the Truth of it: Nay, 
even Vipers and Snakes, whoſe Bites we know are 
venomous, are often eaten, and are eſteem'd great Re- 
ſtoratives of decay*d Nature; yet Nature in me ſhall 
take its common Courſe without ſuch Helps. But as 
this Trial was made in Ireland, where no poiſonous 
Creature breathes on the Land ; why may we not ſup- 
poſe, that the Eels there, may be more venomous than 
thoſe of England? Tis beyond my ſmall Judgment 
to determine, therefore I ſhall leave it to wiſer Heads, 
and proceed to my own Hiſtory again. Return 
to Page 28. Line 6. There was at this Time Se. 


To follow the Words his Lady with him to England, 
Page 31. Part II. Line 7. (who was afterwards kill'd 
at the Battle in the Wood in 1709.) | | 

One Day being in Brigadier Lallo's Quarters, the 
Lord Al—-le, Father to the preſent noble Lord, 
would needs have a Trial of Strength with me, which 
I would have avoided, by telling him I would ſend 
him the prettieſt Girl in the Camp to give his Lord- 
ſhip a Fall. But he regarded me not, ſo to ſtrug- 
gling we went ; but after much buſtling on both Sides, 
for his Lordſhip was ſtrong and active, I took my 
Opportunity of throwing him a-croſs the Brigadier's 
Bed, diſengag'd myſelf, and ran away out of the Quar- 


ters; when meeting with a very pretty Girl, one Dolly 


Saunders, I told her my Lord had order'd me to fend . 
her to him in the Brigadier*s Quarters, where he 
would give her a Dozen of Shirts to make, She thank'd 
me, and went immediately to inquire for my Lord. 
Whether his Lordſhip and Dolly had any Struggle 
together I can't tell : But ſhe was much handſomer tor 


a fair Fall than I was. Return io Page 31. Line 
7. I have already ſaid, Sc. | 
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Page 102, Part the ad, Line the 4th, after, And 


ſettle in my native Country. wy JOS 

I fet out from London in the Weſt-Chefter Waggon, 
(among ſeven or eight more of my own Sex,) for my 
Purſe would not afford me a Coach, The Women 
were all good merry Company, and we paſs'd our Time 
pleaſant enough, in telling Stories, &c. But when I 
had ended my Hiſtory, not a Female would give 
Credit to it: Till at Daventry meeting with an 
old Soldier, whom I had formerly known in 
Flanders, he confirmed what I had told them. They 
were then more pleaſed with my Converſation than 
before, and came to an Agreement, as I had for- 


metly paſſed for a Man, to conſider me ſtill as 


one; and merrily declaring that as ſuch, I ſhould-be 
treated by them all the reſt of my Journey to Cheſter, 
according to the Cuſtom, when there is but a 
fingle Man, in Company, to ſeveral Women. 
I eafily agreed to their Propoſal, telling them at the 
fame Time, if I was in Reality a Man, I would 
chuſe a freſh Bedfellow every Night, *cill I hadenjoy- 


ed them all round. We were very merry on this Topick 


I obſerved he had a Brace of Piſtolz in a Belt round 


till we came within two Miles of Coventry: But there 
our Mirth ended. A Highwayman well mounted, 
order'd the Waggoner to ſtop that Moment, or he 
was dead. He out of Fear obeyed. When the Horſes 


Rood Kill, he came to us, and preſenting a Piſtol, at 


the ſame Time demanded our Money in a haſty Tone. 
The Women fell a ſqualling, as uſual upon any ſud- 
den Fright. But I can ſay with a fafe Conſcience, I had 
no more Fears about me than when I roſe out of my 
Bed in the Morning. Honeſt Friend faid I, you may 


put up your Piſtol, and not fright the Women, they'll 
give you what they can ſpare immediately. What they 


can ſpare! replied the Highwayman, damn you FI 


- 


bave all, and this Moment ioo. 3 
While the Women were rummaging their Pockets, 


his 
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his Waiſt, which 1 did not perceive at firſt being 


they were covered with his Great. Coat. 4b! hab! 


thought I to my ſelf, PU be evin with you preſently. 


I watch*d my Opportunity, and while he was' ſtoop» 
ing forward with his Hat to receive his Contribution, 
I ſnatched a Piſtol from his Girdle, cock'd it, and 
ſhot him into the Breaſt, and with a vigorous Blow 
of the Butt of the Piſtol, fetch'd him off his Horfe 


upon the Ground, where he expir'd in a Moment. 


All this was done ſo quick, that the Waggoner, and 
the Women, could not believe their Eyes for ſome 
Time, 'till they ſaw me jump out, and like an old 
Campaigner ſeize his Horſe, and begin to rifle his 
Pockets; but finding nothing but Bullets, and a 
ſmall Horn of Powder, I was diſappointed of my 
Booty: However when we came to Coventry, the 
Mayor of the Town gave me his Horſe and Accoutre- 
ments, which I ſold for eleven Guineas. I received 
the Thanks of the whole City for ridding them of 
this troubleſome Infeſter of the Road, who made 
the Entrance of the Town dangerous to the Travel- 
ler. Our Inn, where we put up, was crouded. with 
the Inhabitants, to ſee the Woman who had done them 
ſuch a ſignal Service: but their Viſits gave me little 
Joy, till one among 'em propoſed a Collection for me, 
and follicited ſo warmly in my Behalf, that before 

I left the Place, I received upwards of ſixteen Pounds, 
beſides the eleven Guineas before for the Horſe, &c. 
The Sight of ſo much Money gave me new Spirits, 
and I purſued my Journey with a chearful Heart. 
My Companions in the Waggon received a double 
Joy ; firſt for my ſaving their Money ſo unexpected- 
ly, and then for the Addition to the Weight of my own 
Purſe; and for fear there might be more of the Fra- 
ternity upon the Road, I reſerv'd a Brace of Pi- 
ſtols, with Powder and Ball, giving Orders to the Wag- 
goner, if he ſaw any Perſon that he ſuſpected, to ſtop the 
Waggon, and promiſing in ſuch Caſe to alight to defend 

| 6 On my 
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my Charge, and his Paſſengers: But we arrived 


ſafely at Geher, without any other Accident by 
the Way, where the News of the killing the High- 
wayman had got before me. In this City I received 

her Collection of eleven Pounds fourteen Shil- 
the. which gave me ſuch Spirits, that l wiſh*d to meet 
with a Highwayman every Week.' And, as great Ac- 
tions employ: the Poet's Pen, I had che ng 
Lines ſent me to my Inn at Cheſter. 


All Hail great Roſs, thou Glory of the ala 
Such Deeds as thine are Subjects for £9 þ Stage. 
The Amazonian Race begins agen, 
And Females toil for Empire ofer the Men. 
Go on, bold Heroine, {ike Hercules, 
And puniſh Monſters both by Lands and Seas; 
Spread round thy Actions by the Mouth of Ride, 
Ti Tyrants tremble at thy glorious N ame ! 
England can boaſt a greater Joan than France, 
To uje the Piſtol, as ſhe did the Launce : | | 
Grant us, kind Heav'n! thy Fate be not the ſame, - 
With Joan of Arc, that famous Gallic Dame . 
The Frenchman call'd ber Saint, the Engliſh; Witch, 
And baſely clapp'd a Flambeau to ber Breech. | 
*Tts oft the Fate of Devils here at home, 
To riſe up virtuous, * be Saints in Rome. 


1 have ſo little Skill in Poetry that T-know'noe * 
ther theſe Lines are Good or Bad, for or againſt me. 


However, the Readers may judge of em as they 


think fit, for I muſt now be followed to Dublin, where 


Return to "ge Io2, 
| Line the 4th, at a took a Houſe, &c. a 


Jam ſafely arrived. 
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Mrs. CHRISTIAN Davies, 


Commonly called * | 
WAs born in Dublin, in the Tear 
2 166%, of Parents whoſe Probity ac- 
1 quired them that Reſpect from their 
iſ ew, Acquaintance, which they had no Claim 
8 to from their Birth, My Father was 
3 both a Maltſter and Brewer; in which 
1 Buſineſs he employed at leaſt twenty Servants, beſide 
thoſe under the Direction of my Mother, in a Farm he 

0 hired of Arthur White, of Leſiip, Eſq; leſt entirely | 

to her Care. My Father was remarkable for a 6 b 
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and Vigilance in his Affairs, which employing his 
whole Time in Town,he never ſaw my Mother but on 
Sundays, except ſome extraordinary Buſineſs required 
his viſiting the Farm, which, tho? of fourſcore Pounds 
a Year, ſhe managed with great Prudence and CE20- 
nomy. They were both very tender of me, and 
ſpared no Coſt in my Education, tho? I did not make 
the'beft Uſe of their Care in this Article. I had Pa- 
tience, indeed, to learn to read, and become a good 
Needle-woman, but I had too much Mercury in me, 
to like a ſedentary; Life, the Reaſon that I was always 
at the Farm to aſſiſt my Mother; this I did as much 
thro' Inclination as Duty, being delighted with a Coun- 
try Life, it indulging to my Love of ramping, and the 
Pleaſure I took in manly Employments ; for I was 
never better pleaſed than when I was following the 
Plough, or had a Rake, Flail, or Pitchfork in my 
Hand, which Implements I could handle with as much 
Strength and Dexterity, if not with more, than any 
of my Mother's Servants. I uſed to get aſtride upon 
the Horfes, and ride them bare-back*d about the 
Fields, leap'd Hedges and Ditches, by which I once 
got a terrible Fall, and ſpoiled a grey Mare given to 
my Brother by our Grandfather. My Father never 
knew how this Miſchief happened, which brought 
me under Contribution to a Cowherd, who ſaw 
me tumble the Mare into a dry Ditch, and whoſe 
Secrecy | was obliged topurchaſe, by giving him, for 
a conſiderable Time, a Cup of Ale every Night. I 
ſhall paſs by the wild, girliſh Tricks I and my Com- 
Panions were conſtantly playing, as they can admi- 
niſter nothing entertaining, and mention one only, to 
ſhew an odd Curiolity in a Nobleman. I and four 
of my Companions, were rolling ourſelves down a a 
Hill, and turning Heels over Head when the Earl of 
C——#4 was paſſing in his Coach, drawn by ſix beau- 


tiful grey Horſes, by the Road, divided from the 
Scene of our Diverſion by a Quickſet Hedge ang 
h Ditch. 


Mrs. CHRISTIAN DAVIES. 3 


Ditch. He ſtopp'd his Coach to be a Spectator of 
our Gambols; but finding that we put an End to 
our Paſtime on our perceiving him (for the youngeſt 
of us was ſeventeen, and conſequently had Senfe enough 
to think the ſhewing our naked Tales not over decent) 
he called to us, and promiſing to give us a Crown 
a piece, if we would begin and purſue our Diverſion ; 
our Modeſty gave way to our Avarice, we indulged 
his Lordſhip's Opticks, and he, having been amply 
ſatisfied by the Unreſervedneſs of our Performance, 
kept his Word. 

| faid that I was as active and ſtrong in all the La- 
bours of Husbandry, as any of our Servants ; I will 
therefore give one Inſtance of this. About the 
Beginning of Auguſt 1685, | was employed to ſtack 
Wheat, and was on the Top of one near Fifry-four 
Foot.high, when I perceived in- the Road near our 
Farm, the Judges and other Magiſtrates in their 
Robes, preceded by Kettle Drums, Trumpets, and 
Heralds, in their rich Coats, coming up the Hill, in 
order to proclaim King, Fames. Animated by the 


+ Marſhal Muſick, and defirous to have a nearer View 


of this glorious Sight, which, with the Glare of the 
Gold and Silver Coats, the Heralds, Trumpets, 
and Kettle Drums wore, had, in a Manner, dazzled 
an Sight, I leaped down, ran to, and cleared with 
a Leap a five barred Gate, which was between me 
and the Road they paſſed, calling to my Mother to 
come and fee the Shew, as imagined every Man there 
at leaſt a Prince, My Mother hearing the Proceſſion 
was to proclaim King James, went back, and wept 
bitterly for ſome time, but would never tell me the 

Reaſon for her Tears. | 
Nothing remarkable occurs to my Memory from 
the Time of this Monarch's being proclaimed,. to 
that in which he was forced to throw himſelf into the 
Arms of his 1ri/þ Subjects, having been driven from 
the Throne of England by King William, The Iriſo 
| om B 2 very 
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very readily eſpouſed his Cauſe, and among ot hers 
(from a Conſciouſneſs of its being a Duty incumbent 
on him to ſupport his lawful Sovereign, notwithſtand- 
ing his being of a different Religion, which he thought 
not Reaſon ſufficient to affect his Loyalty) my 
Father fold all his tanding Corn, and other Things 
af Value, to Mr. Aſcbam, a neighbouring Farmer, 
and was thus enabled, with what ready Money he 
had by him before, to raiſe a Troop of Horſe, and 
provide them with Accoutrements, and every Thing 
neceſſary to take the Field; and having furniſhed 
himſelf with a fine Horſe, and whatever elſe was 
requiſite, he ſet out at the Head of this Troop, which 
was called by his Name, Cavenaugh's, to join the reſt 
of the Army. Iremember I was very fond of riding 
this Horſe, for a Reaſon which would have prevented 
any other of my Sex venturing upon him; I mean 
his Mettle; for he was ſo. fiery, that not one of 
che Troop durſt mount him, You will, perhaps, 
wonder how I could; but I had fo often fed him with 
Bread and Oats, that he would ſtand for me to take 
him up, when at Graſs, though he would have given 
twenty Men Work enough to catch him. When 1 
had once hold of him, I would put on his Bridle and 
lead him into a Ditch and beſtride him bare- back'd. 
1 have often mounted him when ſaddled, and tcok 
great Pleaſure to draw and ſnap the Piſtols, and have 
not ſeldom made my Friends apprehend for my Life. 
I mention this, not as worth Notice, but only to ſhew 
my Inclinations, while a Girl, were always maſculine. 
My Father having fold his Corn ſtanding, as I have 
already obſerved, without my Mother's Knowledge, 
occaſioned a Quarrel, in which ſome of Mr. Aſcbam's 
2nd our Men were wounded. After my Father was 
gone to the Army, my Mother tent Reapers into 
the Field to cut the Corn; theſe met with others ſent 
by the then Proprietor, upon the fame Errand. 
Words immediately aroſe, and they very toon came 
1 | | to 
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to Blows, making uſe of their Sickles, a deſperate 


Weapon. The Noiſe ſoon reached my Mother's 
Ears, who underſtanding how the Matter was, with- 


drew her Troops; but not without ſome Difficulty, 


and having regaled them in her Houſe with a good 
Breakfaſt and ſtrong Liquors, they were at length 
appeaſed and diſmiſſed. 2 54 . 

While my Father bore Arms for King James, the 
neighbouring Papiſts, in time of divine Service, came 
to, and blocked up the Church Door of Leſſip, with 


* 


Butcher's Blocks, and other Lumber. My Mother 


was then in the Church; I was at home, but hearing 


the Noiſe; and fearing my Mother might receive 


ſome Hurt, I ſnatched up a Spit, and, thus armed, 
{allied forth ro force my Way, and come to her 
Aſſiſtance; but being reſiſted by a Serjeant, I thruſt 
my Spit thro' the Calf of his Leg, removed the 
Things which had blocked up the Door, and called 
to my Mother, biding her come away, for Dinner 
was ready. In the Scuffle, the Reverend Mr. Malary, 
the Clerk, with ſeveral others, were wounded, and 
| taken into Cuſtody for having hurt the Serjeant; but 


upon being heard, and repretenting the Hardſhip of 


being interrupted in our Worſhip, when my Father 
was actually in Arms for the Service of the Prince, 
for whom they pretended great Zeal, tho in Fact, 


they ought rather to be eſteemed his concealed Ene- 


mies, ſince, by ſuch Actions, they alienated the 
Hearts of his Subjects, and gave Ground to his Enemies 
to raiſe a Clamour, I was acquitted. - - 


The Battle of the Boyne put an end to all my Fathers 


Hopes for King James; for his Army was there de- 


feated, and he, with the reſt of the ſhattered Troops, 
truſted their Safety to the Swiftneſs of their Horſes 
Heels, rather than to the Strength of their own Arms. 
My Father, in Company with a very handſome, 
young, French Gentleman, who ſerved as Lieutenant 
in the King's Forces, made the belt of his Way to 
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our Houſe, without ſtaying to bait on the Road. My 
Mother, who underſtood what belonged to good 
Manners, as ſhe had been genteelly educated by her 
Father, Bryan Bembrick, of Wheatly, in the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Durbam, Eſq; who had a particular Care 
to bring up his Children ina polite Manner, received 
the Stanger with great Civility, and having ordered 
'them a hot Supper, prepared my Bed for his Reception 
that Night; bur he lay no longer than till three of 
the Morning, when my Father, alarmed with the 
Noiſe of ſome of his Friends who fled from the Con- 
querors, imagining they were the victorious Forces 
of King William, in Purſuit of the defeated Remains 
of King Famess Army, rouzed the French Officer, 
and got out their Horſes with the utmoſt Expedition. 
While they were ſaddling, my Father took a ſhort, 
but ſorrowful, Leave of his Wife and Children, 
whom, with Tears in his Eyes, he bleſſed and re- 
commended to the divine Protection: then turning 
to my Mother, My Dear, ſaid he, do not be dejected; 
comfort your ſelf, that whatever Mi fortunes befal us, 
we ſuffer in a juſt Cauſe, and for having done what is 
the Duty of every loyal SubjefF ; at leaſt, my Conſcience 
tells me, that I have acted as 1 ought, and, as I was 
bound to do by my Oath of Allegiance, from which, I 
know no Power on Earth that can abſokve me. The 
Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away, blefſed be the 
Name of the Lord. His Ways are inſcrutable, and J 
. bumbly ſubmit to his Decrees, which are all founded in 
Wiſdom. As for you, keep at home with your Children, 
and be their Support (for you being a Proteſtant, need 
apprehend no Danger from the Enemy) may they hereafter 
repay your maternal Care and Tenderneſs by a filial Duty, 
and prove your Comfort; but never torment your ſelf 
- with uneaſy Thoughts for your unfortunate Husband. 
Think of me no more. God forbid, ſaid ſhe, and burſt- 
ing into a Flood of Tears, my Father, who could 
not bear to ſee her weep, as he loved her with a ſin- 
| | , cere 
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cere Tenderneſs, ran out of the Room, and he and 


the Officer mounting their Horſes, fled with Precipi- 5 


tation. My Mother was in too great Affliction to 
admit of any Reſt, and roſe immediately ; ; but we, 


who did not take my Father's Departure: ſo much 


to Heart, lay till Day break. | 
About twelve Months after this, we had News af 
King Fames's Forces, commanded by Monſieur Sz. 
Ruth, being defeated at the Battle of Abrim, where 
General Ginkle obtained a compleat Victory. In this 
Battle my Father was dangerouſly wounded ; tho* by 
che Skill of able Surgeons, who attended hw: he 


was in a fair Way of Recovery; but the Night be- 


fore he intended to return to his Family, one Kelly, 
an Iriſb Papiſt, who ſerved him, taking the Advan- 
tage-of his Hurt, and of a dark Night, ran away 
with his Horſes to General Ginkle's Army. This 
villainous Ingratitude from a Man whom he had al- 
ways treated with great Humanity, had ſuch an Ef- 
fect on my Father, that he was ſeized with a Fever, 
which carried him off in a ſhort Time. 

After the Battle, in which the French General St. 
Ruth was killed, the Engliſh laid Siege to Limerick, 
Captain Bodeaux, who, after the Battle of the Boyne, 
fled with my Father to our Houſe, was here in Gar- 
riſon, and commanded that Body of Troops which 
defended the Bridge, in which Poſt he behaved with 
ſo much Gallantry, that he was admired, and his 
Death lamented, by even his Enemies, who, to their 
great Surprize, found, on {tripping this brave Officer, 
that it was a Woman had given ſuch Proofs of an 
invincible Courage. 

Tho' my Mother had, during my Father's Ilineſs, 
procured him a Pardon for having appeared in Arms, 


and levied Men for the Service of King James, yet, 


notwithſtanding, the Government ſeized upon all his 
Effects. | | 
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1 I had, by this Time, attained to an Age of Matu- 
11 rity, and happening to take the Eye of a Son of my 
Wt; Mother's firſt Couſin, named Thomas Howel, whoſe 
14 | Uncle, on the Father's Side, was a Biſhop, him- 
141 ſelf a Student, and Fellow of Dublin College, he 


made warm Love to me; and for two Years together 
carried on his Addreſſes: his Aſſiduity, and. the 
Opinion I had of his Sincerity, were not without Ef- 
fe& in his Favour; and ſuch that I found my Eſteem 
for him greater than my Concern for my own Intereſt ; 
for having no Fortune to bring him, except a Barrel 
of Braſs Crowns, which King James was not in a Con- 
dition to pay in Silver, I would not conſent to his 
Ruin; tho? he might, as he propoſed, ſupport us, 
by keeping a Latin School. hen we eagerly wiſh 
LN 2 Thing, we ſeldom examine thoroughly the Conſe- 
IS _ which may attend the Poſſeſſion of what we 
1 eſire; and, if we cannot help ſeeing the Evils pro- 
bably conſequential of the Completion of our Wiſhes, 
| we eaſily fatisfy our ſelves with Arguments which 
* flatter our Inclinations, however weak : this was his 
Ca ſe; for when I laid before him the certain Poverty 
which would attend his marrying a Woman without 
1 a Fortune, he removed the Objection, at leaſt as 
141 to his own Part, with the airy Proſpect of Preferments 
Ll - in the Church; and in the Interim, with what Money 
he could get by a School, ſufficient, as he flattered 
himſelf, to maintain me like a Lady: and when 1 
repreſented to him the deplorable Condition of a 
Clergy-man's Widow, with, poſſibly, a Number of 
Children; he anſwered, that his Economy ſhould ward 
againſt that Evil. I, who looked upon all this a Caſtle 
in the Air, would not conſent to what he wiſhed and 

thought, his Happineſs, tho I could not eſteem it 
other than his Undoing, as well as my own Ruin ; 
and therefore very ſeriouſly begged of him to give 
over his Purſuits, but to no purpoſe : he ſtill conti- 
nued his Viſits and Solicitations, which were more 


frequent, 
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frequent, longer, and more urgent, than uſual./ On 
Day he came to ſee me when I was the only Perſon 


in the Houſe, and then buſied in making the Beds; 


he laid hold of the Opportunity, threw himſelf at m 

Feet, embraced my Knees, and urged his Suit wit 

ſuch Vehemence, ſuch Warmth of Expreſſion, ſuch 
tender Embraces, ſuch ardent Kiſſes, that finding 
by my Eyes, and ſhort Breath, I had catched the 
contagious Deſire, he added Force to Vows of eternal 
Conſtancy and Marriage, and, with little Reſiſtance 
on. my Side, throwing me upon the Bed, deprived 
me of that ineſtimable Jewel which a Maiden ought 


to preſerve preferable to Life. He ftaid not long ; 
after his having perpetrated a Deed which gave me 


up a Prey to the deepeſt Melancholly z when, on 
his withdrawing, he gave Room for bitter Reflection. 
I repented my Weakneſs; and with ſincere Tears of 
Penitence, curſed the Time, my ſelf, and the Undoer; 
I raved, tore my Hair, and was not far from Madneſs, 
My Mother, and the reſt of the Family, ſtaid abroad 
till Evening; and my Reaſon returning, I endea- 


voured to compoſe 1 Bega that I might not betray 


my Folly : my Eyes being pretty much ſwollen, my 
Mother took Notice of it, and asked me what was 
the Matter? but ſhe received only an evaſive Anſwer, 
I could get no Reſt all the following Night, and the 
Remembrance of what had paſſed, had ſuch an Effect 
upon me, that I loſt both my Colour and Stomach 1 
Ihated to ſee any of my Acquaintance, and would, 
it poſſible, have hid me from the Light of the Sun: 
my Melancholly was ſuch, that every one took Notice 
of it, and my afflicted Mother, ſenſibly touched with 
this ſudden Change, often tenderly enquired: of me 
hat Ground I had for the Sadneſs which gave her jo 
much Uneaſineſs ; for ſhe feared ſo ſudden and ſetiled a 
Grief, as was impoſſible for me to diſſemble, would en- 
danger my Life, She could draw nothing fiom me, 


but a Requeſt to quit her Houſe 3 which ſhe readily 


| agreeing 


* 

OR 4 2 > N » % a 
Was p a * — * 12 UG! pr " * 8 9 
— — —— —— — * — > 5 — NOICEIED þ . 
7 4 | — =, 

me dim. 4 #>, TE . : 1 0 —— —„—„—n—— — ee 24 

9 : & „ * b. * l 2. 36 b 2 * ry 
5 g LS a 
* * - 1 


4 134 
7 4 
enn 


- 
7 5 
1 a N — 55 8 

a N * 5 x 2 e = 

— A * n 
I. Cage 3 — K « 
2 "7p wh a PR * 5 1 a 

_ W 1 A ESE. 
54G Err A A EEE a RE ens ot EE apo eee 2436 S 


r. 
— 3 
= 


10 TheLIFE and ADVENTURES of 


agreeing to, in hopes a Change of Air and Company 


might produce alſo a Change in my Temper, ſent 
me to my Aunt's, who kept a publick Houſe in 


Dublin. Here I often met my Student, but ſo care- 
fully avoided allowing him any Opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing to me, and took ſuch an inveterate Hatred to 
him, that he at laſt was ſenſible his Purſuit was vain. 
My Melancholly, after I found no ill Conſequence 


attend our Guilt, began to wear off by Degrees, and 


I gradually recovered my Colour and Chearfulneſs of 
Temper. I lived with my Aunt upwards of four 
Years, and behaved to her with ſuch dutiful Reſpect, 
ſuch Obſervance and Vigilance, and with ſuch a re- 
ſerved, yet obliging, Manner to others, that I en- 
tirely captivated. her good Opinion, and engaged her 
Tenderneſs; for at her Death ſhe left me ſole Heireſs 
to all ſhe had, and in Poſſeſſion of a Houſe well fur- 
niſhed, and well accuſtomed. I now received the 
Reward of my prudent Behaviour; 1 lived in Eaſe 
and Plenty; my Buſineſs was conſiderable ; I got 
Money apace, and was eſteemed by all my Neigh- 
bours and Acquaintance. Never Woman was in a 
happier Situation; for I was at the Height of my 
Ambition, and had not a Wiſh to make. h a Word, 
I was thoroughly content, and had Reafon ſo to be, 
till Love, too often the Bane of our Sex ; Love, 
who has not ſeldome ruined noble Families, nay, 
deſtroyed Cities, and lain Kingdoms waſte 3 envious 
of the Calm I enjoyed, came to imbitter my Peace, 
diſturb the Tranquility of my Life, and make me 
know, by Experience, the ſhort Duration of all ſub- 
lunary Satisfaction. Richard Welſh, a young Fellow 
who had ſerved my Aunt, and, after her Death, con- 
tinued in the ſame Capacity with me, found the Way 
to my Heart. He was very well made in his Perſon, 
had a handſome, manly Face; was of a generous, 
open Temper ; fober, vigilant, and active in his Bu- 
ſineſs; very regular in his Life, and modeſt 3 N 
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Behaviour. In a Word, he was, or appeared to me, 
a Man whom any Woman might love without having 
her good Senſe called in Queſtion. My Pride, at 
firſt, made me endeavour to ſtifle this growing Paſſion, 
and I tried to conquer it by Reaſon, I thought it 
would be a Reflection upon me to marry my Servant, 
and I was ſenſible that it muſt be to the Diſadvantage 
of my Fortune; for tho* by his Oeconomy he had 
ſaved ſome Money, yet was it a Trifle to what m 

Aunt left me, and which my Buſineſs was ſtill daily 
improving: but Love and Reaſon ſeldom agree, and 
when once that deſpotick Tyrant gets Poſſeſſion of the 
Heart, he will alſo rule the Head: my Pride and 
Reaſon made but vain Efforts, and he would liſten to 
neither; the more they diſputed, the more abſolute 
the little Dominerer grew; in a very little Time he 
humbled my Haughtineſs, and ſilenced my Reaſon : 
the Sight of Richard Welſb overturned: the ſtrongeſt 
Reſolutions, that I could make; his Name was Muſick 
to my Ears; if I did not ſee him, no other Object 
could pleaſe my Eyes, and I knew no, other Happi- 
neſs but in Poſſcſſien of Richard Welſ. Tho my Pride 
and Reaſon were thoroughly vanquiſhed, yet my 
Modeſty held out; for I thouglit it. indecent, and a 
Reflection on my Sex, to make the firſt Overture. 
This cauſed me many a reſtleſs Night, till I thought 
on an Expedient, which was to acquaint one of my 
Friends with my Situation, and engage her to put 
Richard upon making his Addreſſes to me. She found 
an Opportunity of talking to him in private, which 
ſhe did in the following Manner. Richard, I have 
thought your Miſtreſs happy in fo truſty and ſprighily a 
Servant, who ſo well underſtands, and takes | ſuch boneſt 


Care of ber Buſineſs ; ] know ſhe is very ſenſible of your 
| Deſerts, and gives you an excellent Character; nay, I 


have beard her talk of you in ſuch a minner, that between 
you and me, Friend Richard, 1 fancy ſhe has a ſneaking 
Kindneſs for you, and 1 Ny would be no hard Mat- 
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ter for you to carry ber, and be Maſter, inſtead of Ser* 
vant, in the Houſe, if you have the Courageto make the At- 
tack. As I fancy I am not much out in my Conjecture, I 
' xoas reſolved to take the firſt Opportunity to acquaint 
you with your good Fortune, if I am not deceived, as 1 
believe I am not; make the beſt of this Advice, and re- 
member the Proverb, faint Heart never won fair Lady. 
Richard anſwered, That he liked bis Miſtreſs very well, 
and he had a very good Place, which be ſhould be loath 
to loſe, as he was afraid be fhould, if be made ſuch an 
Altempt, and did not ſucceed. Believe me, Richard, 
ſaid my Friend, none of us all are diſpleaſed at being 
admired; we may pretend to be angry; but it is but a 
Cloak to cover the inward Satisfaction we find in being 
capable to inſpire Love. Your Miſtreſs is a Woman 
young, and not exempt from the Failings of her Sex : try 
pour Fortune with ber, and, my Life on it, you carry ber. 
ichard thanked her, and promiſed he would follow 
her Advice, which he did, in fuch Terms as ftill 
endeared him more to me. I made, at firſt, ſome 
Difficulty to hear him out; and putting on an Air 
of Severity, which, however, he might plainly per- 
ceive was counterfit, bid him mind the Bufineſs of the 
Houſe as he cught to do, and hed find a Cure for bis pre- 
tended Paſſion, which was the common Effeft of Idlenefs. 
Richard catched at the Words pretended and 1dleneſs. 
My dear Miſtreſs, ſaid he, if your Modeſty would allow 
you to view your ſelf with the ſame Impartiality as others 
loox upon you, your Glaſs would convince you, that no- body 
iq more capable to give Love, and conſequently mine is 
not pretended, or the Effect of Idleneſs, ſince your own 
Approbation of my Diligence frees me from that Impu- 
tation. No, I love you ſincerely; and it is the Effect of 
your agreable Temper. V 1 have not ſooner told you this, 
it was my Fear of diſpleaſing you, and loſing my Place; 
for Tfind ſo great a Pleaſure in being near, and ſeeing you, 
that I prefer that alone to all the Profit, were it ten times 
ag much, of your Service; and will rather continue your 
Servant, than accept of being Maſter of the beſt __— 
ws onſe 
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Houſe in Dublin, to loſe the Satisfaction which I find 
in the Sight of you. Very romantick truly, ſaid 13 no 
doubt you bave been ſtudying ſome Book of Complements, 
and come to practice upon me. There needs no Study, 
replied Richard, to ſpeak the Senttments of my Heart 
and tho* your Modeſty diſſembles it, Tam certain you muſt 
he conſcious, that it can be no eaſy Matter to ſee, and 
converſe with you, as I have done, and not be ſenſible of 
the Effects of ſo many Allurements. Away to your Bufi- 
neſs, cried 1; 1 don't love Flattery , and I know 100 
well the Character of your Sex, to believe a Word any 
one of you utter ; for your Diſſimulation goes Hand in 
Hand with your Profeſſion ; 1 will bear no more; begon, 
1 ſay, and think you are well off that I don't ſhew more 
Anger, which your former Diligence prevents. You can't, 
anſwered he, be more ſevere in your Puniſhment of mv 
Faults, than to baniſh me thus without the leaſt Glimpſe 
of Hopes. Go, go, ſaid I, repent this Impertinence, and, 
if you can find a plauſible Excuſe, I will give you a Hear - 
ing at Night- when the Company is gone. Ob let me 


| thank you, cried my ſaucy Rogue, for this Goodneſs; 


and ſeizing me in his Arms, he almoſt ſtifled me with 
Kiſſes. I never before was fo well pleaſed, tho? I 
pretended to be terrible angry, and threatened, if 
ever he was rude again, 1 would make him repent it. 
Faith, my dear Miſtreſs, replied he, you have given 
me ſuch a Taſte of Happineſs, that I will undergo any 
Puniſhment to repeat it, as he indeed inſtantly did, -and 
I was better pleaſed, and more angry, and bid bim 
get out of my Sight, and attend the Cuſtomers; which, 
being called upon, he did, not at all frightened with 
my Threats. I went fson after into my Bar, where 
| Richard watched my Looks, and finding I turned 
away my Head and bluſhed when I met his Eyes, 
he interpreted it a good Omen, and reſolved to puſh 
wan: 5 e Ws. 
At Night, when the Company was all gone, not- 
withſtanding my Reſentment of Ricbard's Rudeneſs, 
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=_ ] -, he had the Impudence to come into my Chamber, 
10; _ telling the Maid, he vas going 10 ſettle fome Accounts 
| «1h me. As ſoon as | faw him, I asked, I he bad 
forgot his late Rudeneſs; fer, if he bad not, be ſbewed 
an uncommon Aſſurance, in daring to come into my Sight. 
He replied, He was a Servant, and as be had always 
eyes my Orders, he ſhould be now wanting to bis Duty, 
zf be bad not come; and that he was reſolved never to 
be, while be had the Pleaſure of being under my Roof. | 
deſired to know what he meant. You gave me Order, 
ſaid he, to. come and excuſe my ſelf for a Fault which 1 
eum, I can't repent. Oh, ſaid I, Twill rather forgive 
you without hearing your Excuſe, than expoſe my ſelf to 
zbe like Impertinence. Indeed, my dear Miſtreſs, til] you 
are leſs inviting, I am of Opinion, I ſhall never be cured 
of my Impertinence, ibo you may, i you pleaſe, ..change 
that Word, and call it, as it really is, a ſincere, diſinte- 
reſted Fondnejs, by making your Man your Husband. I 
will be ſtill your Servant; and, as I baue always ſtudied your 
Intereſt, 1 ſhall then ſtudy both that, and your Happi- 
neſs 3 your Eaſe ſhall be my conſtant Care; and you ſhall 
continue as much Miſtreſs of what you have, and diſpoſe 
of it as you now do: for I ſhall never know any Pleaſure, 
Bud that of pleaſing you. I anſwered, That if be could 
perſuade me io believe bim, the World muſt cenſure me 
Ii very much to marry my Servant, a Man without a 
wh - . Fortune, when I had enough, and was in aWay of Buſi- 
Fr s to live eaſy. To this he anſwered, That our Hap- 
1 bDineſs did not depend on the Opinion of the Word; for do 
| _what.wwe will, we cannot pleaſe every body; that ut was t 
more reaſonable for me to imagine, I ſhould be bappy with 
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.@ Man that loved me, even to doating, and whom I had 1 
alſo engaged by a Tie of Gratitude, than with one whom p 
i married with a View of Intereſt. That a great many l 


rich People were Srangers to that Eaſe and Content, f 


; which-they had Reaſon to envy in many much beneath them 1 
| | in Fortune. Mat for bis Part, be ſhould ſlight- the Cen- * 
Jure of the World, were he the Maſter, and 1the Servant, pf 


and 


*- * 
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and, conſulting, only his own Happineſs, look upon what he 


poſſeſſed, no farther valuable than as it would prove the 
Stncerily of his Love, by making me Miſtreſs of it all. 
He then threw himſelf on his Knees, and graſping 
mine in a ſort of Extaſy, he continued; believe me, 
my dear Miſtreſs, Ibave no View of Intereſt ; I love 


yon 
for your ſelf, not for your Money; of which 1 will never 


pretend to be other than a juſt Steward, would you con- 
ſent to make me the happieſt Man alive, I bid him get 


up, and as it was late, leave me to go to Bed, and 


would conſider on what he had ſaid. He anſwered, That 
I could not expect he could obey ſuch cruel Orders without 


ſome Conſideration. Suffer me to take one Kiſs, that I 


may flatter my ſelf I have recovered your Favour, and 


you ſhall ſee me all Obedience. Well, well, ſaid I, any 


thing to get rid of you. On this, he ſnatched me in his 
Arms, kiſſed and embraced me with an Ardour 
that almoſt took away my Senſes, as well as my Breath, 
and left my Room: he had put me into ſuch an Agi- 


tation, and I fetched my Breath ſo ſhort and thick, 


that when J had a little recovered my ſelf, I trembled 
at the Riſque I had run, and attributed my not being 
again ſurprized, rather to his Reſpe&, which prevented 
the Attempt, than to any Power I ſhould have had to 
reſiſt him. This Reflection made me reſolve not to 
admit him any more into my Chamber till he had a 


Right to do what he pleaſed, and it would be my Duty 


not to reſiſt him. To be ſhort, he continued his 
Solicitations, and my Friend who had put him upon 
them, pretended to plead on his Behalf ;' I ſeemed to 
yield to the Strength of her Reaſons, and we were 
married in a Week after the firſt Declaration. I ex- 
pected to be cenſured by all my Acquaintance for 
having married my Servant; but I was agreeably diſ- 
appointed, and they, on the contrary, complemented 
me upon the Prudence of my Choice. Kichard proved 
a tender,” careful, and obliging Husband ; - and as he 
promiſed, left me as much Mittreſs of my Effects, as 

-4 
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I was when ſingle. Whatever I did was well done, 
and he never ſeemed fo well pleaſed, as when he had 
an Opportunity to pleaſe me. He neither altered his 
Dreſs, nor his manner of Life; while he was Servant 


he was always tight and clean, which, by the Vails 


he got, beſide his Wages, he might very well be. 
When he was Maſter, he bought neither more Sutes, 
nor finer Cloth; his Change of Fortune, made no 
Change in his Temper or Behaviour; he was alto- 


gether as fearful of giving me the leaſt Cauſe of Com- 


plaint; was humble to our Cuſtomers, and, if poſſible, 
more active and vigilant in our Buſineſs. He never 


forgot himſelf; and if ſometimes Gentlemen made 


him ſet down with them, he paid them the ſame 
Deference, and did not ſaucily, like too many Pub- 
licans, imagine their Condeſcenſion ſet him upon a 
Foot with them, and gave him a Licenſe to land 
behave 1mpertinently. He was remarkable for his 
Sobriety, which, with his Modeſty, good Senſe, and 
entertaining Wit, endeared him to the beſt Company 
that frequented the Houſe. In a Word, he had good 
Senſe, which he made a proper Uſe of, and never would 
drown, We lived happily four Years without any 
intervening Misfortune; in which Time, I brought 
him two fine Boys, and was big of my third Child, 
when the fickle Goddeſs, weary of laviſhing on me her 


Favours, turned her Back upon me, and reſolved to 


make me ſenſible that ſhe deſerved the Epithet of 
variable. 8 > 

Alderman Foreſt, in James Street, furniſhed us with 
Beer, and my Husband went one Day thither to pay 
him Fifty Pounds; but, to my great Surprize, and 
contrary to Cuſtome, he did not return all that Day: 
This gave me ſome Uneaſineſs, which encreaſed when 


it was grown entirely dark; but when the Night ad- 


vanced, and I heard no News of him, I concluded he 
muſt of Neceſſity be murdered, for the jake. of the 
Money he had carried out, and grew quite outrageous. 

8 I diſpatched 
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| diſpatched People every Way to find him, but all 
their Fndeavours were to no manner of purpose; they 
hcard, indeed, that he had been at the Alderman's, 
and he owned the Receipt of the Money, but could 


give no Account of him; other than, that a Gentleman 


was in his Company when he paid the fifty Pounds, 
and that they went away together. I now concluded 
(rho? as it proved, very unjuſtly) that the Perfon men- 
tioned to have been with him, had, upon fome private 
Pique, murdered him, and conveyed. away his Body. 

My Grief for his Loſs, for all Search proved van, 
was equal to the tender Affection I bore him, and 
made me unit to look after my Houſe; the Care of 
which, I truſted to a nominal Friend, who 1 found 
wok Care of her own-Incereft to the Prejudice of 
mine; for, inſtead of gaining white ſhe had the 
Management of my Affairs, 1 ran out Money. Time 
having ſome what mollified my Grief, and a Twelve- 
month having ehapfed fince my Husband had diſap- 
peared, I bought Mourning tor my {elf and Children, 
and took upon me the Cate of the Buſimeſs. 

After having given my dear Richard over for dead, 
| was farprized | by the — of 2 Letter from him, 
which was as follows: | 


Dear Caltrans, 


HIS Ln re itt 

any Aufwer to my former, hich _—_ both ſur- 
prize and very much grieve me, did I not fiatter my felf 
jhat your Silence proceeds from the Miſcarriage of my Let- 
ters. It is from this Opinion that I repeat the Account 
of my ſudden and unpremeditated Departure, and ihe 
Reaſon of my having enliſted for a Soldier. It was my 
Misfortune, when I went out to pay the Alderman the 
tiſty Pounds, io meet Enfien C m, who bavmg for- 
mer! J been my ele. "wm accompany me - 

| i 


— #2 hf 2 
4 * & 4 45 * 
ot> e r K 
— 


f 2 | 
a 2 x = F 9 Nur . 2 » * 
PP 
. 


= 
—U—ä ũ᷑ 
* 


R 
_— 


7 ACRES r B 
— 


* 9 
0 . 
- * 
2 
= - = * * 
* s - — 


* „„ 


Pe > W en 


3 


— ⏑ 


18 The LIFE and ApbvEN TURES of 


the Alderman*s Houſe, from whence we went, at bis Re- 
queſt, and took a hearty Boitle at the Tavern, where he 
paid the Reckoning; having got a little ioo much Wine 
in my Head, Twas eaſily perſuaded to go on Board a Veſſel 
that carried Recruits, and take a Betol of Punch, which 
I did in the Captain's Cabbin, where being pretty much 
intoxicated, I was noi ſenſible of what was doing upon 
Deck. In the Interim, the Wind ſprang up fair, the 
Captain ſet ſail with what Recruits were on Board, and 


we bad fo quick a Paſſage, that we reached Helvoet 


Sluys before ] bad recovered from the Effects of Liquor. 
It is 1mpoſſible for me io paint the Deſpair Twas in, finding 
my ſelf thus divided from my dear Wife and Children, 
landed on a ſtrange Shore, without Money or Friends 10 
ſupport me. 1 raved, tore my Hair, and curft my drunken 
Folly, which had brought upon me this terrible -Misfortune, 
which 1 thought in vain io remedy by getting a Ship to carry 
me back, but there was none to be found, The Enſign, who 
poſſibly did not intend me this Injury, did all be could 10 
comfort me, and adviſed me to make a Virtue of Neceſſity, 
and take on in ſome Regiment, My being deſtitutè and 
unknown, compelled me to follow his Advice, tho? with the 
greateſt Reluctance, and I now am, tho? much againſt my 
Inclination, a private Centinel in Lord O y's Regi- 
ment of Foot, where I fear I muſt paſs the Remainder of a 
wretched Life, under the deepeſt Affliction for my being 
deprived of the Comfort I enjoyed while bleſſed with you and 
my dear Babies : If Providence, in his Mercy, does not 
relieve me; the Hopes of which, and of once embracing 
thoſe alone who engroſs my tengereſt Aﬀettion, you, my 
deareſt Chriſtian, and my poor Children, mate me endeavour 
to ſupport my Mit fortune, and preſerve a Life, which, 
without you, would be too miſerable lo be wworth the Care 
of your | N 


Unfortunate, but ever loving, Husband, 


RIchARD WELSH, 


This 
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This Letter renewed my Grief, and gave new Foun- 
tains to my Eyes. I had bewailed him dead, and 
now I lamented him living, looking upon his unfor- 
tunate Situation worſe than Death, as he was deprived 
of all means of returning to me 3 for I deſpaired of 
his Officers parting with him. When I had read the 
Letter, I was at firſt ſtupified; I ſtood without Mo- 
tion, and my Trouble being too great to allow of 
Tears, I gave a ſudden Shriek and fell down, with- 
out the leaſt Signs of Life remaining in me. When, 
by the Care and Charity of my Friends and Neigh- 
bours who came to my Aſſiſtance, I was brought to 
my Senſes and Speech, I burſt into a Flood of Tears; 
but when I was asked the Occaſion of this ſudden 
Grief, I, for ſome Time, anſwered nothing but, my 


dear Richard, O muſt I never ſee thee more | O my dear, 


dear Husband ! once the Comfort of my Life, now the 
Source of. my Misfortunes, I can never ſupport the Loſs. 
Ina Word, I was in ſuch Agonies, and fainted fo 
often, that they who were about me almoſt deſpaired 
of my Lite, or it I ſurvived this new Affliction, of 
which I was not capable to give them an Account, that 


it would be the Loſs of my Senſes. Some of my 
Friends would watch with me that Night, and had it 


not been for their Care, I had certainly put an end to 
that Life which I thought inſupportable. In the 
getting me to Bed, my Letter dropp'd, and their Curi- 


oſity having taught them the Cauſe of my diſtracting 


Trouble, they endeavoured to comfort me with the 


Hopes of recovering my Husband; but to no purpoſe, 


| was inconſoleable, and cloſed not my Eyes all that 
Night; in the Morning I thought of going in ſearch | 
of my dear Richard, and this gave ſome Eaſe to 

my tortured Mind. I began to flatter my ſelf that I 
ſhould meet no great Difficulty in finding him our, 


and reſolved, in one of his Sutes, for we were both of 


a Size, to conceal my Sex, and go directly for Flan- 


ders, in ſearch of him whom I prefered to every 


D 2 


thing 
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ching elſe the World could afford me, which, indeed, 
had nothing alluring, in compariſon with my deat 
Richard, and whom the Hopes of ſeeing had leſſened 
every Danger to which { was going to expoſe my felt. 
The Pleaſure I found in the Thoughts of once mort 
regaining him, recalled my Strength; and 1 was 
grown much gayer than I had been at any Time in 
my ſuppoſed Widowhood. I was not long\-delibe- 
rating, after this Thought had poſſeſſed mie; but 


immediately ſet about preparing what was neceſſary 


for my Ramble; and diſpoſing of my Children, my 
eldeſt with my Mother, and that which was born 


after my Husband's Departure, with a Nurſe, my 


ſecond Son was dead.; I told my Friends, That 1 
world go to England in ſearch of my Husband, and re- 


ture with all poſſible Expedition after I had found him. 


My Goods I left in the Hands of ſuch Friends as 
had ſpare Houſe-room, and my Houſe I let to a 


Cooper. Having thus ordered my Affairs, I cut off 


my Hair, and dreſſed me in a Sute of my Husband's, 
having had the Precaution to quilt the Waiſtcoat, to 
Preſerve my Breaſts from hurt, which were not large 
enough to betray my Sex, and putting on the Wig 
and Hat I had prepared, I went out and bought mea 


Silver hilted Sword, and ſome Holland Shitts : But 


was ata Loſs how I ſhould carry my Money with me, 


as it was contrary to Law to export above Five Pounds 


out of the Kingdom; I thought at laſt of quilting it 
in the Waiſt-band of my Breeches, and by this Me- 
thod I carried with me Fifty Guincas without Suſpi- 


7 cion. 


I had now nothing upon my Hands to prevent my 
ſetting out, wherefore, that I might get as ſoon as 
poſſible to Holland, I went to the Sign of the Golden 
Laſt, where Enſign Herbert Laurence, who was beating 


up for Recruits, kept his Rendezvous. He was in 


the Houſe at the Time I got there, and I offered 


him my Service to go againſt the French, being deſirous 
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to ey my Zeal for his Majeſty. King Villam, and 


my Country. The Hopes of ſoon meeting with my = 


Husband, added a Sprightlines to my Lobks, which 


made the Officer ſay, 7 was a clever brisk young Fellow, 


and having recommended my. Zeal, he gave me a 


Guinea inliſting Money, and a Crown to drink the 


King's Health, and ordered me to be enrolled, having 
told him my Name was Chriſtopher Welſh, in Cap- 
rain Trchbourn's Company of Foot, in thd Regiment 
commanded by. the Marquis de Piſare. The Lieu- 


tenant of our Company was Mr. Gardiner, our En- 


ſign Mr. Welſh. ret 2 io 

We ſtaid but a ſhort Time in Dxzblin after this, but, 
with the reſt of the Recruits, were ſhipped for Hallanu, 
weighed Anchor, and ſoon arrived at Williamſtadt, 
where we landed and marched to Gorkum. Here our 


Regimentals and firſt Mountings were given us. The 
next Day we ſet out for Gertruyuenberg, and proceeded 


forward to Landen, where we were incorporated in 
our reſpective Regiments, and then joined the grand 
Army, which was in Expectation of a general Battle, 
the Enemy being very near within Canon Shot. Hav- 
ing been accuſtomed to Soldiers, when a Girl;- and 
delighted with ſeeing them exerciſe, Ivery ſoon was 
perfect, and applauded by my Officers tor my Dex- 
terity in going through it. 


Ina Day or two after we arrived at Landen, I was 


ordered on the Night Guard, and, by Direction of my 
Officer, was poſted at the Bed Chamber Door of the 
Elector of Hamver. Muſtapha, a Turk, and Valet 
de Chambre to his moſt Serene Highneſs, while I 


vas here upon Duty, introduced to the. Elector a fine, 


handſome, jolly. Lady, who was what we call. a 
black Beauty; ſhe was dreſſed in a rich Silk, and her 


Gown was tied with Ribbons from her Breaſt to her 


Feet. I thought the Lady went with a great deal 
of Alacrity, as I believe many more of our Sex would 
viſit a Sovereign Prince with a particular. Satisfaction; 

eſpecially,. 
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eſpecially, if agreable in his Perſon, as the Elector, 
who then wore his own Hair, and the fineſt I ever 
ſaw, really was. When! ſaw his late Majeſty, I told 


him, I remembered him in fine Hair of his own, which be- 


came him better than that of poſſibly ſome lewd Women, 


_eohich be then wore. 


Before I was relieved, the French drew nearer to 
our Army, and were engaged by ſome of the Troops 
of the Allies ; I heard the Canon play, and the ſmall 
Shot rattle about me, which, at firſt, threw me into 
a fort of Panick, having not been uſed to ſuch rough 


Muſick : however, I recovered from my Fear, and 
being ordered by Lord Cholmondley to repair Inſtantly 


to my Regiment, as I was going, I received a Wound 
from a Musket Ball, which grazed on my Leg, a 
little above the Ankle, but did not hurt the. Bone. 


Lord Cholmondley was preſent, and expreſſed his Con- 
cern for my Wound in very humane Terms, ordering 


me at the ſame Time to be carried off the Field. 

A ſhort Account of this Battle may not be diſa- 
greable to my Readers, ſince *tis poſſible they will no 
' Where find one more impartial, that given 
Battle of by the French, being too vain, and the 
Landen. Relations we have from the Eugliſb Wri- 
ters, leſſening too much the Loſs we there 

ſuſtained. 
The Duke of Luxembourg having inveſted Huy the 
18th of July, 1693. King William, to make a Diver. 
ſion, detached the Prince of Mirtemberg with twenty 
Battallions, and forty Squadrons, which forced the 
French Lines in Flanders, and put the Country under 
Contribution. This Detachimenr, and another the King 
had ſent off to cover Liege, greatly weakened our 
Army. Luxembourg, who had juſt carried Huy, laid 
hold on ſo favourable an Opportunity, and drawing 
together all his Forces, as if he had a Deſign upon 


Liege, on the 28th, about four in the Afternoon, pre- 


ſented himfelf before the Allies, who being _— 
| a | . ml 
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that they were much the weaker, had poſted them- 
ſelves between the Geete and the Brook of Landen. 
The Fatigue of a long March, and the Day being ſo 
far fpent, made hyn defer the Battle to the next 
Day; but this Delay gave King William an Opportu- 
nity. to have ſecured his Troops, by retiring in the 
Night to Zoutleeuw, but his Majeſty rather chooling 
to wait the Enemy, fortified the Front of his Camp, 

uarded all the Paſſes, placed his Canon to the greateſt 
Advantage, and, in a Word, took all poſſible Precaue 
tion to give the French General a warm Reception. 
At four the next Morning the French, advanced in 
good Order, within Canon- ſhot of our Intrenchments, 
that they might have Time to raiſe their Batteries: 
After which, the Battle began at the Village of Laar, 
with the left Wing of our Army, where a terrible 
Slaughter was made. The Foot, which were poſted 
behind the Intrenchments, ſuffered the Enemy to 
advance very near to our Canon, and then firing upon 
them, covered the Field with dead Bodies, and 
ſwept down whole Battallions, which lay dead in the 
ſame Ranks and Order as they advanced. The French, 
notwithſtanding, made two vigorous Attacks, but did 


not get an Inch of Ground upon us, and their ob- 


ſtinacy only augmenting their Loſs, they gave over 
on that Side about Eleven o' Clock, but it was to 
begin again with equal Violence with our right Wing, 
which was poſted at the Village of Neerlanden. The 
Enemy here met with the ſame Reception, and being 
repulſed, they made ſo conſiderable a Movement 
backwards, that we thought them quite diſpirited and 
fick of the Undertaking ; but they leaving ſome 
Troops to keep the main Body and our Left in Play, 
marched with the major Part of their Forces, and 
their Canon, to the Village Laar, to make one more. 
Attack upon our left Wing, which was both more 
vigorous and bloody than the two preceeding. The 
Allies defended themſelves with caval Bravery, itil 


. 
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borne down by Numbers, they were forced to aban- 
don the Village Laar, and the Ground between the 
Entrenchment and the Brook. The French Horfe 
having by this Advantage an Opportunity to extend 
themiclves, trod under Foot all that oppoſed their 
Paſſage, and fel} upon the Rear of the Infantry, 
which defended the Frenches. As it was now im- 
poſſible to drive them out of the Poſt they had won, 
King William ſeeing all Efforts vain, ordered the Re- 


treat to be founded. Some few Corps retreated in 


good Order, and without Confuſion, which were 
moſtly Dutch, but the reſt took to flight in ſuch Diſ- 
order and Precipitation, that the Bridge broke down, 


and the Enemy made bloody Havock of us; whole 


Regiments threw themſelves into the Geete, to gain 
rhe oppoſite Side, and tuch Numbers were drowned, 


© that their Bodies made a Bridge for their flying Com- 


panions, and faved them from the Fury of the Con- 
querors. The King, indeed, loft the Battle with 
about 26,000 Men, the French fxy 20,000, Seventy - 
fix Canon, and Ninety Colours, but he loſt nothing 


nin Point of Reputation. For Zewis XIV. could not 


help giving him the Praiſe of a great General and 
brave Prince, ſay ing, That Luxembourg had, indeed, 
atlachd like à Prince of Conde; but, that the Prince 
of Orange bad made bis Retreat like a Marſbal Tu- 
renne; and the Prince of Conti, in a Leiter he wrote 
to his Princefs, faid, That King William expoſrng bim. 
felf with fuch beroick Bravery as be did in this Ratile, 
Fejerved the quiet Poſſeſſion of a Crown which be wore 
with" fo much Glory , and, indeed, the King not only 
performed the Part of a General, but even of a 


ſubaltern Officer, for he alighted no lefs than four 


Times to lead on the Foot to the Attack; and was 
at the Head of the Squadron, commanded by Lord 


 Gallsway, in the hotteſt Part of the Battle; he had 


two lead Horſes killed by him, and a Muſket Ball 
went through his Saſh, It i true, on Account of my 
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Wound, I could not be an Eye Witneſs of what 1 
have related; bur as I was in the Army, on the Spot, 
had it from thoſe who were. 

[ was two Months incapable of Service; after which 
| joined my Regiment, which was under Cover the 
remaining Part of the Summer, and at the Approach 


of Winter was ordered into Quarters at Gertruydenberg. 
While I ſtaid here, the Dykes near the Town were 
ruined by Worms, and a Village near our Quarters 


was drowned. As the repairing the damaged Dykes 


required the utmoſt Expedition, the Engl! 2 Soldiers 
were commanded to afſift the Datch, and we were 


obliged to work Day and Night up to our Waiſts in 
Water, till they were repaired. Enſign Gardener 
and I ſtaying, the laſt Time we were at the Work, 


ſomewhat too long, being reſolved to ſee every 


thing ſecure, narrowly eſcaped drowning by the Tide 
coming upon us; however, we ſupported each other, 


and waded out Hand in Hand, long after the others 


had gone off. 
The following Summer was ſpent in Marches ak 
Counter- matches to watch the Motion of the French, 


During this peaceful Campaign, as we were foraging, 


the French came unexpectedly upon, and took three- 
ſcore of us Priſonesr, tripped us, and, by very tireſome 
Marches, conducted us to St. Germain's en lay. The 
firſt Night the Dutch and Engiiſh were promiſcuouſly 
impriſoned, but the next Day King James's Queen 
cauſed the Engl /e to be ſeparated, to have clean Straw 
every Night, while the Datch had none, and allowed 
per Head, for Tobacco, a 


Day for each Man; and, moreover, ordered our 
Cloaths to he returned us. The other Priſoners had 


but half a Pound of Bread a Day, drank Water, and 


lay almoſt naked, in filthy dark Priſons, without 


other Support. The Duke of Berwick frequently came. 
to ſee that we werte well uſed, and not defrauded of 


E our 
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our Allowance. He adviſed us to take on in the French 
Service, as ſeven of the Engliſb did: he ſpoke to me 
in particular; I anſwered, That I bad taken an Oath 
already to Ring William, and if there was no Crime in 
bre:king it, as I was ſatisfied it was one of the blackeſt 
Die, 1 could not in Honour break my Engagement, nothing 
in my Opinion being more unbecoming an honeſt Man and 
a Soldier, than to break even his Word once given, and 
lo wear a double Face. He ſeemed to applaud my 
Principles, and only added, That if I had accepted 
Conditions, I ſhould have been well uſed; but the Choice 
- depended entirely on nie. 

Captain Cavenaugh, who was my firſt Couzen, and 
an Officer in the French Troops, often came to the 
Priſon, and I was at firſt apprehenſive of his know. 
ing me; but af erwards, had an Inclination to diſ— 
cover myſelf to him, as 1 certainly had done, had my 
Huſband been dead, or had I found him; but my 
Fear of ſuch a Diſcovery being an Impediment to 
the Search of my Huſband, got the better of my 
Inclination. 

In about nine Days after our [mpriſonment, Mr. 
Van-Dedan, a Trumpet, and now living in Chel/ea, 
came to exchange us againſt ſome French Priſoners, 
and we were ſet at Liberty 3 after which, as it was a 
Duty Incumbent on us, we went to the Palace to 
Terturn her Majeſty grateful Thanks for the good 
Offices ſhe had done us, and, indeed, we were greatly 
endebted to her Charity. She had the Condeſcenſion to 
ſee us; ſhe told me, I «was a pretty young Fellow, and 
it grieved ber much that I had not my Liberty ſooner. 

At our Return to the Army, we heard the melan- 
cholly News of the Death of Queen Mary, on which 
our Drums and Colours, Sc. were put into Mourning, 


and we ſoon after drew off into Winter Quarters. I 


was in Gorkbam, where my Grief for my Huſband 
being drowned in the Hopes of finding him, I indulged 
to the natural Gaiety of my Temper, a and lived very 

| merrily. 
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merrily. In my Frolicks, to kill Time, I made my 
Addreſſes to a Burgher's Daughter, who was young 
and pretty. As I had formerly had a great many 
fine Things ſaid to myſelf, I was at no loſs in the 
amorous Dialect; I ran over all the tender Nonſenſe 
(which I look upon the Lovers heavy Canon, as it 
does the greateſt Execution with raw Girls) employed 
on ſuch Attacks; I ſqueezed her Hand, whenever I 
could get an Opportunity”; ſighed often, when in her 
Company; looked fooliſhly, and practiſed upon her 
all the ridiculous Airs which I had often laughed ar, 
when they were uſed as Snares againſt myſelf. When 
| afterwards reflected on this unjuſt Way of Amuſe- 
ment, I heartily repented it; for it had an Effect I 
did not wiſh ; the poor Girl grew really fond of me, 
and uneaſy when J was abſent: for which ſhe never 
failed chiding me if it was but for half a Day. When 
| was with her, ſhe always regaled me in the beft 
Manner ſhe could, and nothing was too good or too 
dear to treat me with, if ſhe could compaſs it; but 
notwithſtanding a declared Paſſion for me, I found 
her nicely vittuous; for when I pretended to take an 
indecent Freedom with her, ſhe told me, That /be 
ſuppoſed her Tenderne(s for me <vas become irkſome, ſince 
I took a Method to change it into Hatred. It was true, 
that ſhe did not ſcruple to own ſhe loved me as her Life, 
becauſe ſhe thought her Tnclination juſtifiable, as well as 
lawful ; but then ſhe loved ber Virtue better than ſhe did 
ber Life. If I had diſhonourable Deſigns upon ber, I 
was not the Man :fhe loved, ſhe as miſtaken, and bad 
found the Ruffian, inſtead of the tender Husband fhe 
hoped in me. N 

IJ own this Rebuff gained my Heart, and taking her 
in my Arms, I told her, That he had heightened the 
Power of her Charms by her Virtue for which 1 
ſhould bold her in greater Eſteem, but could not love ber 
better, as ſhe had already engroſſed all my Tenderneſs z 


and, indeed, I was now fond of the Girl, though 
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mine, you know, could not go beyond a platonick 


Love. In the Courſe of this Amour, a Scrjeant of 
our Regiment, but not of the. Company I belonged 
to, fat down before the Cittadel of her Heart, and 
made regular Approaches, which coſt him a Number 
of Sighs, and a great deal of Time; but finding [I 
commanded there, and it was impoſlible to take it 
by a regular Siege, he reſolved to give a deſperate 
Aſſault, Sword in Hand. One Day, therefore, while 
I was under Arms, he came to her, and, without any 
previous Indication of his Deſign, a fair Opportunity 
offering, he very bravely, and like a Man of Honour, 


employed Force to obtain what he could not get by 


Aſſiduity. The Girl detended her ſelf ſtoutly, and 
in the Scuffle ſhe loſt her Cap, and her Cloaths 
were moſt of them torn off her Back; but notwith- 


ſtanding her reſolute Defence, he had carried the For- 


treſs by Storm, had not ſome of the Neighbours op- 
portunely come in to her Aſſiſtance, alarmed by her 
Shrieks, and made him retreat in a very ſhameful Man- 
ner. 

No ſooner had ſhe recovered, and dreſſed her ſelf, 
than ſhe went in ſcarch of, and found me, in my Rank 
ſtanding to my Arms. She told me what had paſſed, 
and begged me to revenge the Inſult offered her. I was 
ſo irritated at this Account, that I could hardly con- 
tam my ſelf: I was ſiezed with a Tremor all over my 
Body; often changed Colour, and, had I not been 

revented by my Duty, I ſhould that Inſtant have 
{ought and killed him. However, I ſtifled my Reſent- 
ment till I was diſmiſſed by the Officer, and then went 
in Queſt of my Rival, whom having found, Iſurlily 
asked, How be durſt attempt the Honour of a Woman, who 
was, for aught be knew, my Wife; to <whomr he was ſen- 


fible I had long made honourable Love. I told him, 


The Aclion in it ſelf was ſo baſe, that it made him un- 
worthy of the King's Cloth, which he wore, and ought 10 
he the Quarrel of every Man in the Regiment, as it caſt 
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a Reflection on the whole Corps; but, as I was princi- 
pally concerned in this Inſult, ſo I was ſufficient to chaſtize 
his Impudence, and required immediate Satisfafion for 
the Affront. He anſwered me, That I was à proud, 
prodigal Coxcomb. I leave, ſaid I, Bilinggate Lan- 
guage to Nomen and Cowards; I am not come to a 


Tongue Batile, Mr. Serjeant, but to exact a Reparation of 


Honour. If you have as much Courage in the Face of a 
Man, as you have in aſſaulting defenceleſs Women, go 
with me inſtantly to that Windmill (which I pointed to) 
and Iwill ſoon convince you that General T——n had 
too good an Opinion of you, when be took bis Livery off 
your Back to put on the King's, and gave you a Halbard. 


The Fellow had been Footman to General T,. 


and this Reproach ſtinging him to the Quick, he 
only told me, He would ſoon cool my Courage, and we 
went together to the Windmill, where we both drew, 
J was fo irritated at the ill Uſage of my Sweetheart, 
and the Affront put upon me in her Perſon, that I 
thought of nothing bur putting the Villain out of the 
World. We both drew, and the firſt Thruſt I made, 
gave him a ſlaunt Wound in his right Pap, which had 
well nigh done his Buſineſs. He returned this with a 
long Gaſh on my right Arm (tor his Sword was both 
for cutting and thruſting, as all Soldiers Swords are 
i fought. with that I had purchaſed in Dublin) but be- 
fore he could recover his Guard, I gave him a Thruſt 
in the right Thigh, about half a Span from the Pope's 
Eye; the next Paſs, he aimed at my Breaſt, but hit 
my right Arm; tho? it was little more than a fmall 
Prick of a Pin, he being feeble with the Loſs of 
Blood which flowed plentifully from his Wounds. By 
this Time ſome Soldiers on Duty having ſeen our firit 
Attack, a File of Muſqueteers, under the Command 
of a Serjeant, came up, took us Priſoners, diſarmed 
both, and ſent him directly to the Hoſpital, and, as 
my Wounds were flight, as 1 was the Agreſſor, and be- 
hide, a common Soldier, condacted me to Priſon, Jar 
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the Serjeant was thought mortally wounded, and did 
not recover of a conſiderable Time. I ſent my 
Sweetheart an Account of what had happened, and 
where I then was, She acquainted her Father with 
the villainous Attempt which the Serjeant had made 
upon her, and let him know, it was her Quarre! 
which I had taken up, was the Cauſe of my Con- 
finement. The good Burgher made a proper Repre- 
ſentation of the Afront offered his Family, and found 
means, in four Days Time, to procure me a Pardon 
from King William, an Order to releaſe me immedi- 
_ ately; to return me my Sword, pay my Arrears, and 

give me my Diſcharge from the Regiment; all which were 
punctually performed. The Minute I was enlarged, I 
vent to thank my Deliverer for my Liberty; ſhe, on 
her Side, as gratefully acknowledged my risking my 
Life in revenging the Inſult done her. She expreſſed 
her ſelf with great Tenderneſs, and told me, That 
when ſhe heard of my Impriſonment, ſhe heartul, repented 
ber having acquainted me with the Serjeant*s villainous 
 Altempt ; blamed her ſelf for having expoſed me to fo 
great a Danger, and wiſhed ſhe had buried the Action 
in Silence. She proceeded, It had been prudent in me, 
for the Sake of both; for you would not have ven. 
tured your Life, and I ſhould not ha de given the ill.natured 
Part of ibe World any Ground to cenſure my Condut ; 
for what Interpretation may it not make' of your being 
warm in my Cauſe? This Conſideration makes me throw 
off the Reſtraint our Sex lies under, and propoſe to you 
what I bave expected from you, the skreening my Honour 
by our Marriage. My dear, faid I, you offer me the 
grealeſt Happineſs this World can afford me; will you 
give me leave to ast you of your Father ® My Father ! 
cried the, you cannot imagine @ rich Burgher will give 

bis Danghter to a Foot Soldier; for ths 1 think you merit 

every Thing, yet my Father will not view you with my 
Eyes. This Anſwer I expected, and, indeed, my 

being very fare that her Father would not conſent, 
| Was 
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was the Reaſon why 1 propoſed ſpeaking to him. T1 
asked her, Since ſbe imagined her Fatber would be averſe 
to my Happineſs, what could be done? 1 will, ſaid "the, 
run the Hazard of your Fortune, in caſe my Father 
Proves irreconcileable after our Marriage. My dear Life, 
ſaid I, Thereare two Obſtacles to ſuch a Propoſal, which 
are, with me, inſuperable. How could 1 bear to ſee you 
dejerted by your Falber, deprived of a Fortune, and 
ſtripped of all the Comforts of Life, expoſed io Hardſhips 


and Inſults, to which Women who follow a Camp are 


liable? And bow can I, with Honour, conſent to bring 
your Father*s grey Hairs to theGrave in Scrrow, by robbing 
bim of a Daughter whom be tenderly loves, by" way of 
return for baving procured my Liberty ?* No, my Charmer, 
bo 1 am no more than a common Centinel, this Breaſt 
is capable of as much Tenderneſs, and contains as much 
Honour, as that of à General. No, I can neither be fo 
inbumane to yon, nor jo unjuſt to your Parent. But, as 
I ſhall know no Satisfaction in Life, if deprived of you, it 
will animate me to ſuch Actions, as ſhall either raiſe me to 


a Rank tbat your Father need not be aſbamed of my Ali- 


ance, or ſball put an end to a Life, which muſt be 
miſerable without you. The Sword, my Dear, ennobles, 
and ] don't deſpair of a Commiſſion, as I have ſome Repu- 
tation in the Army, many Friends, and am not deſtitute 
of Money. I think it more becoming the Character of aSoldier 
lo gain a Commilſion by his Bravery, than to purchaſe one 


with Money: But my Defire to call you mine, will make 


me, at any rate, endeavour lo dejerve you, and 1 will, if 
Poſſible, purchaſe a Pair of Colours. . 

I have heard, ſaid ſhe, that Love and Reaſon are 
incompatible z this Maxim is either falſe, or you are not 
the ardent Lover you profeſs your ſelf: However, I re- 


liſh xour Propoſal of buying a Commiſſien, and, if your 


Money falls ort, let me know it. | | 
You call, ſaid I, the Ardour of my Paſſion in Queſtion, 
becauſe I love you for your ſelf ; I wiſh to make you, if 


Poſſible, as happy in our Union as 1 fhall be; white moſt 
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other Men have their own Satisfaftion alone in View, 


"when they addreſs the fair Sex. I accept your Offer 


with a grateful 5 of the Obligation; but hope 1 need 

not put you to the Proof of your Friendſhip, without ſome 

Misfortune ſhould deprive me of <vhat I have by me. 
Thus I got off from this Amour without Loſs of 


Credit. As I was diſcharged from my Regiment, and 
loath to break into my capital Stock, which would 


not long maintain me, I entered with Lieutenant 


Keith, in Lord John Havess Regiment of Dragoons: 


For my Diſcharge from my Regiment was a Favour 
done me, left the Serjeant, by being an Officer, and in 


Favour with his quondam Maſter, might do me ſome 


private Injury : It was not a Diſcharge from the Ser- 
vice, 4 . 
1 went to, and ſtaid in, my Lieutenant's Quarters, 


till the Seaſon for Action came on; when we were 
all ordered to the Siege of Namur. | 


The Army was now more numerous than it had 
been any preceding Campaign; the major Part were 
encamped at Deinſe, and ſeemed to intend an Attack 
upon the French Lines, which were in thoſe Quarters 


this Feint, and the Duke of Wirtemberg's aſſaulting 
Fort Knoque, drawing moſt of the French Forces on 
that Side, King William, with the greateſt Expedi- 
tion, inveſted Namur, which they had no Notion he 


would fit down before. This Motion, however, could 
not be made with Speed enough to prevent Marſhal 
Boufflers from throwing himſelf into the Town with 


| ſeven Regiments, which augmented the Gariſon to 


about Fourteen Thouſand effective Men. This did 


not deter the King from profecuting his Deſign, leav- 


ing only Thirty Thouſand Men under the Command 
of Prince Vaudemont, to obſerve the Motion of the 
French, and cover Flanders. The Enemy being well 


informed of this Diſpoſition of the Army which was 
encamped at H/outergen, reſolved to attack it in Front 


and Flank. The Prince making a Shew of —_— 
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for them, ſent his Baggage to Ghent, .. entrenched his 
Camp, placed Cannon in all the Paſſes, and taking 
Advantage of the Night to prepare for his Retreat, made 
it ia the Sight of the Enemy's Army, which advanced 
to cut him to pieces. The Prince had given out ſuch. 
good Orders, that all the Attacks of the French proved 
fruitleſs, and he had the Honour of making a 2 1 0 
Retreat, in ſpight of the Enemy, without 1 0 


any Lofs. This Retreat of Prince Yaudemont is talked. 


of, not only to the preſent Time, but will be ad- 
mired and looked upon as a Maſter-Stroke in Ages 
to come, F r 

He ſoon after gave a hew Proof of his martial 
Skill and Conduct, in defeating the Deſign which 
Marſhal Hilleroy had formed of beſieging Newport 3 but 
the Marſhal revenged himſelf on Dixmude and Deinſe; 
the Governors of which Places wanted Courageto defend 
them, which puts me in mind of a Proyerb, That ii 


is better to have 4 Lyon at the Head of an Army. of 


Sheep, than a.Sbeep. at the Head of an Army of Lyons. 
The King opened the. Trenches be- 


1693. Siege fore Namur, in two different Places, on 


of Namur. the 13th:of July 1695, and; without 
+... giving himſelf any Pain ahout the Loſs 
of Dixmude and Deinſe, he gave fo many Aſſaults to 
the Town, one on the Neck of another, and in every 
Aſſault ſent ſuch a Number of Forces, that they 
ſeemed rather {mall Armies than Detachments: 


The Town capitulated on the 4th of Auguſt, bit 


the French, to fave the Citadel, bombarded Bruſſels 4 
The Effect this had, was only making the Allies 
redouble their Efforts at Namur. Never was a more 
terrible Fire ſeen ; for no leſs than Sixty large batter: 


ing Pieces, and as many Mortars, played inceſlantly 


on the Out- works, which roſe one above another, in 
Form of an Amphitheatre. Marſhal Villeroy Jodging 
very rightly that the Citadel could not hold out long 
tho' defended by a Marſhal of France, and a nuihes 
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rous Garriſon, and finding — bombarding of Bruſſels 


could not draw off the King, refolved to attack him 
in his Lines, to fave the Caſtle, if poſſible: To this 
end, ordering ſeveral Days Provilion for his Troops, 

Re began his March in a Continual Rain, and paſ- 
ling by Gemtblonys, encamped at Saunier, ſtretching 
his ight towards Conroy, and his Left on the Side of 
Grantez. Prince Vandemont; with the Army under his 
Command, had left Bruſſels,” before this Motion of 
the French, to cover the Siege; and being joined by 


ſome Detachments, which had occupied feveral Poſts, 


under the Command of the Duke of Miriemberg and 
the Earl of Athloxe, he extended his Forces behind 
Mebaigne, as far as from St. Denis to Tpigney. : 
The French finding him ſo ſtrongly entrenched, 
that it was inipracticable to attack him, turned off 
to the Left, and, going up” 'the Mehargne, took Poſt 
on the Bank of chat River, at Grundroſiert, between 
the Villages of Perutdes and Rkhmelies; which obliged 


the Allies to advance on the other Side as far as 


Oſtin to diſpute the Paſſage. K Villeroy was under a 


Neceſſity to pals the River to ſyccour the Beſieged, 


he came very near to us to recbnnoitre, and attempted 
ſeveral Times to paſs, but did not ſucceed. On this 
he called a Council of War, and gave all the O cers 
Liberty to ſpealt their Sentiments freely on the Means 
neceflary to be taken to ſuccour the Citadel. They 
unanimouſly declared the Thing impoſſible, and that 
it would be raſh to attempt it. 

In the Interim, the Allies detached thirty ITT 
cordaaded: by Monſieur de da 'Foret, who advanced 
within Piſtol Shot of the Enemy, to reconnoitre. 
Theſe, were diſcovered by the French Scouts, who 
fell upon them, and, finding they gave Way, ſuffered 


themſelves to be decoyed into an Ambuſh, where 


the Fight rene wing with greater Fury, the Affailants 
were driven back towards their Camp, after they 
had loſt a hundred and fifty Horſe. After this 

Skirmiſh, 
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Skirmiſh, the Marſhal ſeeing no Likelihood of paſſing 
the Mebaigne, or of ſuccouring the Citadel, raiſed, 


his Camp, and took Poſt Wich his Army between 
Chatelet and Charleroy. | _- 

Before this Retreat of the Marſhal, moſt of PH 
Fortifications of Namur were demoliſhed, ' and the 
Breaches made, were large enough for a Battallion 
to mount in Front; wherefore Orders were given for 
an Aſſault, which was begun on the goth of Auguſt, 

aiter the Batteries had played with greater Fury than 
ever, from Break of Day to One and a Half Afternoon, 
My Lord Cuts, with Three... thouſand ..Engihb, Was 
commanded to aſſault the New-Caſtle., Count Rivera, 
with Two thouſand Duzgband a, Thouſand Bavarians, 
was ordered to attack on the Side of . Fort Roeboorn, 
while Monfieur /a Cave. ſhould aſſault it in Front. 
At the ſame. Inſtant Monſieur Schwerin, at the Head 
of Two thouſand Men, was to aſſault the covered 
Way before the Devil's Houſe 3 and, to prevent Sallies, 
a Collonel, with Five hundred Men, was poſted between 
the New;Caftle and Fort Rocboorn. The Signal being 
given, thoſe Troops marched: to the Aſfault with 
incredible Intrepidity. Here our brave Engliſþ were 
drawn into a fatal Mittake. by their Courage; for 
Three hundred of them mounted the Breach of the 
New-Caftle with ſuch Impetuoſity, that they could 
not be ſupported by this Ardour we. failed in the 
Attack of that Work. The other Aſſault proved 
more ſucceſsful. We carried all the covered Way of 
the Devil's Hlauſe, and that, of Fort Koghoorn, Here we 
made our Lodgments, which being joined, we were 
Maſters of Three thouſand.Yards;of covered Way. 

Notwithſtanding we loſt a Thouſand Men in this 
Aſſault, and had as many wounded; the King was 
preparing for a ſecond; but Marſhal Boufflers, not 
chinking it expedient; to give him the Trouble, beat 
the Chamade. Hoſtages being exchanged, the Ar- 

icles were agreed upon, and the Allies took Poſſeſ- 
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fon, on the Evening of the firſt of September, of Fort 
Koeboorn, ſome Works on that Side, and of the Breach 
of the New-C#i!e,* 

On the fifth os Garriſon, which ſtill conſiſted of 


Five thouſand one hundred and ſixty-eight Men, 


marched out at the Breach, with Drams beating, 


Matches lighted, Colours flying, ſix Pieces of Cannon 


and two NMortals, thro' a Lane of thirty Barralions 
of our Troops. 

The King of France having not only efuſed to 
ranſome the Garriſons of Deinſe and Dixmbde, but 
even ſent them towards the Frontiers of Spain ; 
King William, by way of Reprifal, when Marſhal 
Boufflers came out at the Head of the Light Horſe, 
ordered him to be arreſted and carried back into the 
Town; where he was told, That if he would give his 
Nord that thoſe Garriſons frould be releaſed, be was at 
Liberty. Upon his Refuſal, he was conducted to 
Maefiricht, where he was nobly entertained during 
the Time of his Confinement, which was but ſhort, 
for the King, his Maſter, permitting him to promiſe 
that thoſe Priſoners ſhould be releaſed, he was ſet at 
Liberty, and conducted by a Detachment of Two 
hundred Dragoons to Dinant. 

After the taking Namur, I went into Winter Quar. 
ters at the Bo, where a very odd Adventure befel 
me. I went with two of my Comrades to a Houle 
of civil Recreation, where they made a Bargain for, 
and retired with, ſuch Ware as they wanted, and! 
diverted myſelf with ſerenading them on the Tongs 

and Key. A Lady of civil Converſation, who was 
very big, happened to take a Liking to mie, and uſed 
all the common Methods of thoſe virtuous Damſels 
to entice me; but finding they had no Effect, ſhe 
ſwore ſhe would revenge the Slight, which the ſoon 
after did, by ſwearing me the Father of her Child. Whe- 
ther this was the Effect of her Revenge, or her Judg- 
ment, as T made a better * Sure chan any private 
* * 
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Dragoon in our Regiment, and ſhe thought me the 
beſt able to provide for her in her Month, and to, 


take Care of her Baſtard, is what I won't take u 

me to determine; but I was fo ſurprized, and en- 
raged at the impudent Perjury, that I was almoſt 
tempted to diſprove her effectually, and give her up 
to the Law; but, on a mature Deliberation, I thought 
it better to defray the Charge, and keep the Child, 


which I did; but it died in a Month, and delivered 
me from that Expence, tho? it Jett me the Reputa- 


tion of being a Father, till my Sex was diſcovered. - 
As nothing remarkable happened to me from this 
Time, to the Signing. of the Peace, it may not be 


ungrateful to give ſome Memoirs of what paſſed in 


the Interim in Handers, where I continued in the ſame 
Regiment till the Army was disbanded. 
King William arrived in Holland on the 17th of 


May 1696, with Deſign to open the Campaign in 


the Low Countries, The Army being thus diſpoſed, 


a Part of the Duich Troops were drawn together 


near Tirlemont, under the Command of Prince Nafſau- 
Sarbruck, Veldt Marſhal of the States, who, conjoint+ 
ly with che Elector of Bavaria, was to obſerve the 
French Forces encamped at Heuris. The other Part 


of the Dutch Army, under the Command of Prince. 


Vaudemont, was poſted at Deſtelberg, near Ghent, to 
oppoſe Marſhal. Villeroy, who, with Part of the French 
Army, had encamped at Deinſe. The King Joined 
the Prince of Yaudemon!'s Army in the Beginning o 
une, and having taken a general Review on the 5th, 
e ordered ſeyeral Forts to be raiſed on the Ways to 


Marikergue and Newport, to cover the Canal on that 


Side, In the mean while, the Troops of Liege and 
Brandenbourg being arrived at the Camp of Tirlemont, 
this Body of the Army marched on the Side of Bruf- 
fels, ſtretching the Right as far as Limale, and the Left 
ro Oftenbourg. King William joined with ſome Troops, 
after having encamped on the Plain of Corbais, 
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from the 18th of June, to the 7th of Fuly, marched 
directly towards Noirmont and Gemblours. All theſe 


Motions were both to obſerve the French, and to 


have the Conveniences, for a conſiderable Part of the 
Campaign, to ſubſiſt the Army from Bruſſels. 

All this while Marſhal Villeroy remained quiet in 
his Camp, near Dein/e, between the Scbeld and the 
Lys; and, having extended his Left along this ſmall 
River, and his Right towards Cruy/houten,. within two 
Leagues and a Halt of Oudenarde, he ſecured the 
Forage, and maintained a conſiderable Part of his 
Troops at the Expence of the Enemy: So that King 
William finding nothing could be done, he ſent back 
the German Troops commanded by the Landgrave of 
Heſſe, went to Mecklin, and from thence to Loo. _ 
The King of France, whoſe Subjects were miſe- 
rably harraſſed, had ſome time before made Propo- 
fitions of Peace to the Allies, of whom the Duke 
of Savoy was conſiderably the leaſt powerful, yet 
having great a Support, he was the. moſt formi- 


dable, becauſe the French Provinces bordering on his 


Country, having no ſtrong Towns, were expoſed to 
an Invaſion. This made T.ewis of Opinion, that he 
ought, at any Price,to clap up a Peace with-this Prince; 
wherefore, he covertly offered to give him Pignerol; 
reſtore all the Conqueſts he had made upon him in 
the Courſe of the War, and, to ſtrengthen their Union, 
to marry his Grandſon, the Duke of Burgundy, to 
Mary Adelaide, the Duke of Savoy's. Daughter... Theſe 
Offers were ſo very advantageous, that they ſtaggered 
the Duke; however, the reproachful Shame which 
muſt neceſſarily have been the Conſequence of his 
breaking through ſolemn Engagements, by which he 


had obtained immenſe Sums from the States General, 


and other Allies, made him, for ſome time, hold 
out againſt the Temptation: But France, always pro- 
ductive of Expedients, ſoon furniſhed him with a plau- 
fible Pretence. She acted on the Defenſive —_ in 
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Catalonia, Germany, and the Low Countries, that ſhe 
might turn the greater Part of her Forces upon $490k 
On the 15th of May, N. S. this ſame Year, Marſha 
de Cannat entered” Piemont, and puſhing forward into 
the Country, came to Rivalto on the 2d of June. 
This Place is but two Leagues diſtant from, Farin. 
The Duke, upon his Approach, cut down the Trees, 
armed all the Peaſants, and drew the Auxiliary Troops 
out of his Garriſons, as if he had deſigned to oppaſe 
the Enemy. Dazu all theſe Preparations 
for a vigorous Defence, no Hoſtilities were committed 
on either Side. At length, the proclaiming a Suſpen- 
fion of Arms for thirty Days, diſcovered the Myſtery 
of this Inactivity, which cauſed, the Surprize of every 
one of the Allies. This Truce was twice renewed, 
and, at length, attended by a Treaty of Peacę pro- 
claimed in Paris on the 10th, of.” September, At the 
ame Time that Lewis the X1Y th was carrying, on his 
Intrigue with Savpy, he. made advantageous Offers to 
King William and the States; to which the, latter 
began to liſten. In a Word, a.Congreſs was opened 
on the gth of May, 1697, N. S. at Ryſcy k. 


89 a. 
* * 


: 1 | Rinn 

Not withſtanding the Conferences fon the Pacifica- 
no Suſpenſion of Arms; for, on the 16th of, May, the 
French beſieged Ath, a Town'in Henault. King William 
being arrived from England, immediately went to the 
Army of the Allies, we were no leſs than an Hundred 


tion of Europe were carried on in Holland, there was 


| Thouſand effective Men, whom. he headed, and 
marched to St. Quentin Lennich, where a Body of 


eleven thouſand Germans were ordered to join us, to 
fave Ab, if poſſible : But the Beſiegers were ſo well 
entrenched, , ind. covered by two Armies under the 
Command of Bouſfers and Villas, that we could not 
foree them, without viſible Danger, and expoſing 
Bruffels to a ſecond Bombardment. 
Theſe Obſtacles obliging King & illiam to withdraw 


with a Part of the Army to Cours, and the Elector 
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of Bavaria, with the other to Deinſe, Ath ſurren. 
dered on the 1ſt of June, N. S. c 
The Conferences at Ryſeyk ended in Peace, which 
was ſigned by the Deputies of the States in Conjunction 
with King William, and by the French Plenipotentia- 
ries, on the 2oth of September. The King of England 
_ ratified this Peace on the 25th: It was proclaimed in 
_ the 23d of October, and in London on the 28th, 
O. Sg. | F : 
The King of England having reviewed the Army 
on the Plain of Breda, we were disbanded, and I ſet 
out for the Brill, took my Paſſage on Board a Ship 
bound for, and arrived fafe in, Dublin. On Enquiry, 
I found my Mother, Children, and Friends, wanted 
neither Health, nor the Neceſſaries of Life. I found 
means to converſe with them; but I was fo much al- 
tered by my Dreſs, and the Fatigues I had undergone, 
that not one of them knew me, which I was not ſorry 
for. The Demand the Nurſe had upon me, on Ac- 
count of my youngeſt Child, being greater than fuĩted 
with my Circumſtances to diſcharge, ' I reſolved to 
remain incog. Gol ED On 
1 was not long eaſy in this indolent Way of Lif 
which muſt ſoon have dreined my Purſe, wherefore 
ſought for Employment, and found means to ſupport 
my ſelf, while in Dublin, without breaking into my 
Capital, (which I bad hitherto husbanded with great 
Oeconomy) till the Death of the King of Spain, on the 
31ſt of OFober, 1700; his having in his Will de- 
clared, through the Intrigues of Cardinal Portocarrero, 
the Duke of Anjou his Succeſſor ; and his immediate! 
taking Poſſeſſion of thoſe Kingdoms, alatmed all 
the Powers of Europe; and the King of Franc 
having acknowledged the Prince of ales King of 
England, on the Death of his Father, which happened 
at St. Germains on the 16th of September, N. S. 1701. 
ofly affronting King William, ſeemed to be the 
B of a new War, as indeed they * 
| * "For 
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for it could not be ſuppoſed, that the Emperor would - 
tamely cede his Right. 5 5 

Hoſtilities were begun in ITaly; which Prince Eugen“ 
entered in May 1701, at the Head of Twenty thouſand 
Men; beat the French and Savyards, who guarded the 
Paſſage of the Adige, from their Poſts, and paſſed the 
Riser, y | if OO I EEG 

Tho' none of the Powers had declared War, the 
Hollanders drew together their Troops near Roſendaal; 
under the Command of the Earl of Atblone; and the Im- 


perialiſts, commanded by Prince Naſſau Sarbruch, Gene- 


raliſſimo of the Emperor, reinforced by ſome Duteb 
Troops, beſieged Keiſerſcweer. 6 1 
This News of a War awakened my martial Incli- 
nation; I was not long conſidering what Party to 
takez but immediately took Shipping for Holland, and 
finding my Quondam Lieutenant Keith, I inlifted with 
him in my. old Corps, the Regiment of Dragoons, 
under the Command of Lord Fobn Hayes. 3 UL 


Ihe firſt Action I was in, was. that of Nimeguen; 


where we were very roughly handled by the French. 
As this; which deſerves rather to be called a Battle 
than an Action, would have ruined all the Schemes of 
the Allies, had we loſt it, I ſhall give the beſt Ac- 
count of it I am capable; to do which; I muſt return 
to the Siege of Keiſerſweert. = e 
This Town, which was very ftrongly fortified; 
the. Germans inveſted on the 16th of April, 1702, N.S: 
The Pruſſians took Poſt above, and the Dutch Below, 
the Town, and each of theſe Toops on their reſpe&tive 
Sides broke Ground on the 18th. At the firſt Advice 
which was given Marſhal Boufflers of this Siege, he 
paſſed the Maeſe, near Stevenſweerd, with Deſign td 
ſurprize a Body of Dutch Troops under. the Coms 
mand of Count Tilly : But that General being in- 
formed of the March of the French, ſent all his heavy x 
Baggage to Emerick, went to, and encamped at, Ebber; 


within a League of Cleves, where the Earl of bing 
| G | jomes 


4} De LIF E and ADVENTURES . of 
Jdined him with the reſt of the Army belonging to 
the States General; ſo that Monſieur Borfler's Deſign 
proved abortive. The Count de Tallard proved more 
ſucceſsful in his, which he entered upon a few Days 
after. He took Poſt over againſt Keiſerſeoeert, on the 


Banks of the Rhine; and thus, not only kept open 


a Communication with the Town by Water, but 
galled the Bsſiegers ſo much with his Cannon, that they 
were obliged to quit their Works, contract their 


Quarters, and begin new Attacks, out of the Reach 


of his Cannon. During this Siege, the Duke of Bur- 


gundy arrived at the French Army to take upon him the 


Command in chief. | + 

Soon after the Arrival of this Prince, Marſhal 
Bou ers, concluding that the Town could not hold out 
long, reſolved to make a Diverſion to ſave it. This 
was to ſurprize Nimeguen. After having lain ſome few 
Days quiet in his Camp, to give the Count de Tallard, 
and other Forces, Time tojoin him, he decamped from 
Santin the 10th of June, and marched” immediately 
to Keverdonk ; from whence he marched between Goch 
and Gennep, deſigning to continue his Rout between 
IMook and Nimegnen, and to fall upon the Earl of Alb. 
one, who was encamped at Clarenbeek, in hopes the 
Confuſion that would attend ſuch an unexpected At- 
tack, would afford a fair Opportunity to ſurprize 


Nimezuen., But the Ear} having had Information of 


his March, fent away, with all ſpeed, his Artillery and 
heavy Baggage; and detached the Duke ot Wirtemberg 
with ſome Troops, to take Poſſeſfion of the higher 
Grounds and Paſſes in the Neighbourhood of Mook; 
while he followed with the reſt of the Army. In 
coming to the Poſt which he was to defend, the Duke 
diſcovered the Vanguard of the Enemy. Hediverted 


them by a retreating Fight, till the Earl of Athlone 


came up to ſuſtain him with the reft of the Dutch 
Army: Notwithſtanding which, the two Enemy 
Armies, in continually skirmithing, made 1 

. Mime- 
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Nimeguen , and the French mixing with the Dutch, 

ſame of them got, with the latter, into a few of the 
Out-works, and hoped, in the Confuſion, to puſh into 
the Town, Every Thing ſeemed to favour their De- 
ſign 3 for there were no Cannon planted on the Ram- 
parts 3 the Magazines were locked up, the Keys were 
not to be found, and thoſe who had the Care of them, 
were abſent. I remember it was upon-a Sunday, and 
in Sermon Time. The Burghers taking the Alarm, 
took to their} Arms, broke open the Magazines, and 
drew out the Cannon, which they mounted and played 
upon the French, The Fire between the two Armies, 

which advanced with equal Pace towards the Town 


was all this while very hot. The French having dae 


ſome Cannon ona riſing Ground, made terrible Havock 
among the Dutch Horſe, and ſcized on one of the For- 
tifications called Kykingeport 3 but a Detachment of 
the Dutch Guards, favoured by eight Pieces of Cannon, 
which the Burghers fired upon the French, ſoon diſ- 
lodged them. 

Marſhal Bon ers, who did not expect fo ſtout a 


Deience, finding his Project fail, retreated about two 
o'Clock in the Afternoon. 


In the Interim, the Siege of Keiſerſweert, was vigo- | 


rouſly and ſucceſsfully puthed on; and the Governor, 
after having bravely defended the Town thirty Days, 


on the 15th of June capitulated. The Garriſon was 
conducted to Venlo with all Marks of Honour. 


That I might not break in upon the Account of this 
Battle, and the Siege of Kei/erfweert, I made no men- 
tion of my felf, and of a particular Event. About the 
Middle of the Siege, a Party of Harſe and Dragoons 
were detached from the Army, under the Command 
of Major General Dompre ; J was in the D-tachment. 
We fell in with a ſuperior Nnmber of the French Ca- 
valry, and put them to the Run, with a conſiderable 
Loſs on their, and very little on our, Side. 1 had 


here the good Fortune, tho in the Thickeſt of the 
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Engagement, to eſcape without Hurt, and to be 
taken Notice of by the Officers. 

Soon after the Surrender of Kei/er/weert, the Profſ ian 
Troops joined the grand Army, and the Earl of 
Marlborough, about the ſame Time, arrived with 
thoſe ſent by the Queen of England. 

After ſeveral Motions, in which we could never 
draw the French to a Battle, a Detachment' inveſted 
the Town and Citadel of Venlo, on the 29th of Auguſt, 
in the Night. The Horſe being not employed in, we 
covered the Siege, and were ſometimes ſent out to 
forage. The poor Peaſants fled before us, and leaving 
their Implements of Husbandry in the Field, my. 
Horſe trod ona Scythe, and was cut in fo dangerous 
a . that I deſpaired of his Recovery; tho” he 
at length was again fit for Service. 

Se after the Trenches had been opened before 
this Town, we aſſaulted the Citadel, and with ſuch 
Succeſs, that, after we had carried the covered Way, 
we took it; which obliged the Town to capitulate on 
the 23d of September. 

Stevenſweert and Ruremond were next inveſted and 
bombarded one after another. The former of theſe 
bore our Fire but two Days, the latter three. 

The taking all theſe Places, clearing the Maze of the 
French Garriſons as far as Maſtricht, their Army retired 
within their Lines, and the Allies, on the 14th of 
October, 1702, appeared before Liege. At our Ap- 
eee the French withdrew into the Caſtles; the 

eputies of the Chapter, and of the Magiſtracy, on 
the ſame Day agreed on a Capitulation with the Earl 
of Marlborough, and the Commiſſioners of the States 
Genera], for the Principality of Liege. In the Interim, 
Preparations were made to attack the two Forts 
which commanded the Town. Three Days toge- 
ther we battered the Citadel, and the Beach being 
thought ſufficient, we aſſaulted it the 23d in the At- 


ing 
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ing leſs Reſiſtance than we expected, we cleared the 
Paliſades, mounted the Breach Sword in Hand, and 
made a cruel Slaughter. The Exgliſp, in particular, 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves in this Aſſault; for. they 
mounted at a Place called the Six- cent. pas, the fix 
hundred Steps, for fo many there are, and ſteeper than 
any Pair of Stairs I ever ſaw in my Life. 

We found in the Place above thirty Pieces of 
Cannon, and beſide Twenty thouſand Florins in Silver, 

a very conſiderable Booty; for the Citizens had 
carried thither their moſt valuable Effects for Security. 
I got hut little of the Plunder; for the Grenadiers, 
who were in the Place, before our Dragoons had 
diſmounted, and left their Horſes to the Care ef -very 
tenth Man, which we do when we fight on Foot, 
were very induſtrious in their Search. I got, how- 
ever, a large Silver Chalice, and ſome other Pieces of 
Plate, which I afterwards ſold to a Luich Jew. for 
a third Part of their Value. 

As the Citadel was taken by Aſſault, few of the 
Garriſon eſcaped with Life, and not one of thoſe 
who did, carried off with them Rags nag for a 

ut Finger. | 

We, after this, attacked the Fort of the Cardbaiihss 
on the other Side the Macſe. Our Batteries began to 
play the 29th with great, Fury; the Garrifon, terrified 
by the Example made of thar Citadel, and fearing 
an Aſſault, in leſs than three Hours aſked to capiru- 
late. Articles were that Day agreed upon, and the 
French marched out the next. 

The taking of theſe Places proved a great Re- 
freſhment to the Army, for we found a great Quan- 
tity of Wine and excellent Bread. 


Thus ended our firſt Campaign in Flanders; the 


Succeſs of which, did not a little raiſe the Hopes 
of the Allies. 


I forgot to- take Notice of the Declaration of War; 
for tho? ene were begun before any was made, 


yet 
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vet they were carried on but a little while; for 


the Emperor declared War the. 15th of May 1702, 

N. S. as did the Eugliſb Queen and the Dutch on the 
me, Day. 1 

In Haly Prince Eugene, in October this Year, fur- 

prized Cremona, got into the Town through an 


Aquaduct, and had kept Poſſeſſion, had not the 


Courage of my Country- men, ſo much deſpiſed in 
England, driven out the Germans; who, however, 


carried oft Priſoners Marſhal Villeroy, Monſieurs de 


Mongon, d Egrigney, and ſome other Perſons of Di. 
ſtinction. The Honour of taking the Marſhal fell 
alſo to an Iriſp-man, Captain of Horſe in the Imperial 
Service. 1 | 1 
I was ordered into Quarters at Yexlo, and a Night 
or two afterwards, was one of thoſe commanded by 
the Governor to eſcorte the Earl of Marlborough along 
the Banks of the Maze, the Troops which brought 
him from Ruremond having been diſmiſſed. During 
our March, by the Darkneſs of the Night, we 
miſtook, and going up the Country, fell in with a 
Hogſty, where was a Sow with five Pigs, one of 
which I made bold with. I was poſſeſſed of it ſome 
'Time, when one Taylor, a Corporal, belonging to 
Brigadier Panton's Regiment of Horſe, attempted to 
Þoil me of my Booty; on which ſome Words ariſing, 
he drew, and made a Stroak at my Head, which 1 
warding with my Hand, had the Sinew of my little 
Finger cut in two; at the ſame Time, with the Butt 
End of my Piſtol, I ſtruck out one of his Eyes. 
When we returned to our Quarters, I got the Sinew 
ſewed up. In the Intrim, our General was taken 
Priſoner by a Party of Thirty-five Soldiers; but got 
off by means of a ſham Paſs. The next Day we 
heard of this Accident, but not of his having eſcaped. 
The Garrifon, as the Earl was entirely beloved by 


all the Forces, was greatly alarmed, and the Gover- 


nor of Venlo, placing himſelf at our Head, — 
| 7 ralt 
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ſtrait to, Grelders, to which Place he imagined the 
Earl had been conducted, threatening to come to the 
utmoſt Extremities, if he was not delivered up. In 
the mean while, he received certain Advice of our 
General being in Safety; on which we marched back 
to our Quarters, without attempting any Action, and 
ſoon after had the joy ful News of the Queen having 
rewarded his Virtues with the Titles of Marquis of 
Blandford and Duke of Marlborough ; on which the Re- 
joicings cuſtomary were made, and we were regaled 
at our Bonefires with good Liquor. 

As we lay quiet all the Winter, my Huſband; 
whom the Hurry of the War had in a manner ba- 
niſhed, occured to my Memory, and I made what, 
Enquiry I could after him, but in vain ; wherefore, I 
endeavoured, as I concluded him for ever loſt, to for- 
get him, as the Melancholly the Remembrance of him 
brought upon me, profited him nothing, while it 
conſumed me. To do this, I had recourſe to Wine 
and Company, which had the Effect I wiſhed, and I 
ſpent the Seaſon pretty chearfully. | 

The Duke of Marlborough parted from London in 
March 1703, N.S. to put himſelf at the Head of the 
Army, and open the Campaign. He ſtaid ſome little 
time at the Hague, to be preſent at, and give his 
Advice in the Conferences then held ; after which he 
took upon him the Command, and inveſted Bonn on 
the 24th of April. This Town was the Reſidence of 
the Elector of Cologne, who had received into it a 
French Garriſon, for which Reaſon we ravaged the 
Countries of Berg, Cologne and Cleves, and - waſted 
them with pillaging and Contribution. | 

We opened the Trerichies before Bonn, and the 
Fort on the other Side of the Rhine, the third of May 
in the Night. Our Fire was fo briſk, and we puſhed 
on our Attacks with ſo much Fury, that the Garriſon 
in the Fort ſet Fire to their Barracks, blew up their 
Magazines, and got into the Town ſhelteted 5 . 
| moke. 
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Smoke. On the 12th, the Breach was large enough 
for a Regiment to mount at a Time: we carried the 
covered Way, made a Lodgment on the Paliſades, 
and every thing was ready "for a general Aſſault; 
when Monſieur d Hlegre hung out a white Enſign, 
The Capitulation was fiened thar Night, and four 
Days after the Garriſon marched out thro”. the Breach; 


with only {ix Pieces of Cannon, and were conducted 


the ſhorteſt Way to Luxembourg. 

The Duke having provided for the Security of 
this Place, the greateſt Part of the Troops employed 
againſt it marched towards Brabant to join the grand 
Army, which Veld-Marſhal Ouwerkerke had drawn 
together at Maſtricht, and which obſerved the Mo- 
tions of Marſhal Boufflers and Villeroy. After this 
Junction, the Allies marched towards the Lines, the 
French had thrown up from the Scheld to the Maecſe, 
near Namur, to cover Brabant. 

On the other Hand, Baron Spar and Monſieur 
Coeboorn, with a Part of the Army, put great Part 
of Flanders under Contribution. The grand Army 
was deſigned to attack the French Lines in Brabant, 


and in Cale of ſucceeding, to, afterwards, beſicge Ant- 


wer? 3 and to this End, Baron Obdam had taken Poſt 
ar Ekeren, pretty near that City, with thirteen Bat- 
tal lions and twenty-ſix Squadrons.. The grand Army 
was marched to encamp before the Lines, between 


Courſelle and Beringben. 


The Diſtance between the two Armies, and the 
Feebleneſs of that commanded by the Baron, made 
Boufflers re ſolve on ſurrounding him, and accordingly 
having placed Troops in all the Paſſes thro* which 
the Dutch muſt neceſſarily retreat, with fifty- three 
Battallions, ſeventy Companies of Grenadiers, and 
fitty- two Squadrons drawn out of the neighbouring 
Garriſons, on the 29th of June in the Night, he 
began his March, which was ſo ſecret and expedi- 
tious, that the Baron, tho? he had Information of the 

Enemy 
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Enemy being in Motion, had not Time to ſend off 
his heavy Baggage to Bergopzoom ; and when he 
thought of retreating, he found himſelF enveloped by 
the Enemy, who attacked him fo briſkly, that his 
Men were driven from the Poſts they had taken. 
The Baron, being gone fome Diſtance from the Groſs 
of his Troops to give Orders, had the Misfortune to 
have his Return cut off, and was obliged to fly to 
Breda, The Fight, which began ar three in the 
Afternoon, grew hotter and hotter ; the Patch taking 
Courage trom their Deſpair, being entirely ſurrounded, 
and the French being irritated at fo obſtinate a Re- 
ſiſtance, when, on Account of their great Superio- 
rity, they flattered themſelves with an eaſy Victory. 
The Battle Jaſted till Night, when the Dutch Foot 
beginning to want Powder and Ball, with their 
Bayonets fixed, attacked and carried the Village of 
Otteren ; took one Piece of Cannon, two Kettle Drums, 
ſeven Colours, with two Standards, and paſſing the 
Night in this Village, they retreated in good Order 
to Lillo. | | ; 

The Battle of Exeren was very bloody; but the 
Dutch Troops gained more Honour in it than their 
General, who, if he did not want Courage, could 
lay no Claim to Conduct. 

It was now reſolved, in a grand Council of War, 
ſince we could not bring the Enemy to a Battle, which 
had been often, in vain, offered them, to draw toge- 
ther all the Troops diſperſed in different Poſts, and 
beſiege Huy; it being thought too hazardous to at- 
tack them in their Lines, where they had ſheltered 
themſelves. 

When our Army drew near to Huy, the Garrifon 
wichdrew into the Caſtle, and we took Poſſeſſion of the 
Town. Before I proceed, I muſt take Notice of one 
Action, which had liked to have flipped my Memory. 
Monſieur de Villeroy, ſome little time before we opened 
the Trenches before the Town, ſpread it _— 

11 that 


trenchments; and being 
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that he would give us Battle; upon which our Army 


drew up, but he not liking our Countenances, altered 
his Mind, if before he was in Earneſt, and retired 
into his Lines. Our Lieutenant, with thirty of our 


Dragoons, fell in with a Party of forty Horſe of the 


Enemy, but they took to flight at the firſt Fire, 
and we purſued them to the Barriers of their En- 
g there ordered to ſtand our 
Ground, we maintained it, in the midſt of many ſmart 
Fires, *till we had taken a View of the Enemy's Situa- 
tion, which was the Errand our Regiment and lome 
others were ſent upon. 
The Baron de ne opened the Trenches Aw 
St. Foſeph on the 17th of Auguſt, N. S. and, the next 


Day, Ground was broke before For! Picard. They 


ſurrendered on the 27th, and Count Snzendorff taking 
Poſſeſſion of the Place for the Emperor, we prepared 
for another Siege. Monſieur de Bulau, Lieutenant- 
General of the Hanoverian Troops, was, on the 8th 
of September, detached with Twenty-four Squadrons 
to inveſt Limbourg, and the reſt of the Troops de- 
ſigned for this Siege having joined him, they imme- 
diately carried Part of the Suburbs, and on the 21ſt 
took the lower Town. As the Garriſon was pretty 
much ſtreightened, in what was ſtill in their Poſlet- 
ſion, Five Battallions were left to blockade and ſtarve 
them to a Surrender; but, tired with this tedious Me- 
thod, on the 26th the Beſiegers began to batter the 
Place with Forty. two Pieces of Cannon from Four 
Batteries, and with T wenty Mortars. The Fire con- 
tinued very vigorous 'till about the next Day at 
Noon, when the Governor ſeeing great Part of the 
Rampart demoliſhed, beat the Chamade, and {ur- 
rendered Priſoners of War. However, all the Of— 
ficers were handſomely treated, and nothing taken 
from them, or even their Soldiers, Arms excepted. 
The grand Army did nothing more this Campaign, 
than oblerve the Enemy, to favour the Branden- 
burehers, 
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burgbers, who were ſate down before Gueldre, which 


they took, after an obſtinate Defence, having been 
battered, after a Blockade of the whole Summer; 
with Fifty- one Pieces of Cannon, Twenty Culverines, 
and Twenty Mortars, which reduced the Town to a 
Heap of Rubbiſh, from the 7th of Ofober to the 15th 
of December. | 

The Emperor having made Ceſſion of his Right 
to the Spaniyſb Monarchy, to his elder Son the King 
of the Romans, and he again to the Arch-Duke his 
Brother, who was ſet out to take Poſſeſſion of Spain, 
the Duke of Marlborough left the Army, and fer out 
for the Elector Palatin?'s Court, to meet and com- 
plement the new King, Charles III. in the Name of 
our Queen. | | | 

The Succeſs attending the Arms of the French and 
the Elector of Bavaria in Germany, alarming England 
and Holland, they reſolved to ſeek them, even in the 
Heart of Germany. To this End their Forces, abbur 
the End of April 1702, were aſſembled upon the 
Maeſe, between Venlo and Maſtricht, where we were 
joined, in the Beginning of May, by the Duke of 
Marlborouzdh and Veltmarſhal Ouwerkerke. After a 
Council of War had been held, the Army was di- 
vided into two Corps, one of which, ſtrong enough 
to make Head againit the Frezch in the Low-Conn- 
Command of Monſieur 
Orwerkerke, and the other, commanded by the Duke 
of Marlborough, paſſing the Rhine, the Main and the 
Nekre, by long and tireſome Marches, which greatly 
harraſſed our Foot, tnade for the Danube. I cannot 
help taking Notice, in this Place, tho? it breaks in 
upon my Narrative, of the Duke of Aariborough's 
great Humanity, who ſeeing ſome of our Foot drop; 
through the Fatigue of the March, took them into 
his own Coach. | „ 

The French following the Example of the Allies; 
drew 20000 Men out of the Tow Countries; who began 
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their March the 18th of May, and paſſed by Luxem- 


Bourg to reinforce the Elector of Bavaria in Germany, 
under the Command of Villeroy. But, before he came 
ro the End of his March, the Duke of Marlborcugh 
had joined the Prince of Baden at Lutshauſen, which 
obliged the Elector to withdraw to Dilling, a very 
advantageous Poſt, and ſtrongly fortified, leavin 
Eighteen of his Regiments, and Eight Squadrons, 
with the Count of Arco. who poſted himſelf on the 
Hill of Schellenberg by Donawert, in Entrenchments in 
a manner inacceſſible, that he might cover Bavaria. 
The Reſolution was, notwithſtanding, taken to attack 
him, and to open a Paſſage, by forcing his Poſt, to 
the very Heart of the E lectorate. 

We decamped the 2d of July from Onderingen, 
and advanced to Ubermargen, within a League of 
Donawwer! ; but our Vanguard did not come in Sight 
of the Enemy's Entrenchments *cill the Afternoon: 
However, not to give the Bavarians Time to make 
themiclves yet ſtronger, the Duke ordered the Dutch 
General Gor, who commanded the right Wing, com- 
poſed of Eugliſb and Dutch, with ſome Auxiliary 
Troops, to attack, as ſoon as poſſible : Thus we did 
not ſtay for the coming up ot the Imperialiſts. We 
began about Six o'Clock, and were twice repulſed 
with very great Loſs; but this did not abate any 
thing of our Courage; our Men, rather animated by 


this Reſiſtance, gave a third Aſſault, at the Time 
the Prince of Baden arrived with the German Troops 


of the right Wing, who attacked on his Side. The 
Slaughter, which was very great, had laſted above 
an Hour, when the Duke of //irtemberg had the good 
Fortune, with Seven Squadrons, to enter the Enemy's 
Trenches, by the covered Way of Donawert, and 
fell upon their Rear. The Bavarians were now ſoon 
routed, and a cruel Slaughter made of them, and 
the Bridge over the Danube breaking down, a great 
Number were drowned, or taken Prifoners. In the 
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{-cond Attack I received a Ball in my Hip, which 
is ſo lodged between the Bones, that it can never be 
extracted, to this Day the Wound is open, and has 
almoſt deprived me of the Uſe of my Leg and 
Thigh. Captain Young, who, poor Gentleman, was 
ſoon aſter killed, deſired me to get off; but, upon 
my Refuſal, he ordered two of my Comrades to take 
me up, and they ſet me at the Foot of a Tree, where 
| endeavoured to animate my Brother Soldiers, till I 
had the Pleaſure of ſeeing them get into the Trenches 
and beat down their Enemies; tho? it was a dear- 
bought Victory, as they diſputed every Inch of 
Ground, and ſhewed an uncommon Bravery. We 
loſt, of my Acquaintance, Captain Yung, Captain 


Touglaſs, and Lieutenant Mallary, beſide a Number 
of private Men. | 


J was carried to the Hoſpital near Schellenberg, and 
put under the Care of three Surgeons, Mr. Wilſon, 
Mr. Laurence, and Mr. Sea, and narrowly eicaped 
being diſcovered. Here, while I was under Cure, I 
received my Share of what Plunder was made, which 
the Duke's Juſtice ordered to be impartially diſtri- 
bured among bis brave fellow Soldiers. Befide the 
Arms the Fugitives threw away, the Allies took Six- 
teen Pieces of Cannon, Thirteen Standards and Colours, 
all the Tents, the Baggage and Plate of the Count of 
Arco. This General, when he found his Entrench- 
ments entered by the Allies, withdrew to Donawert; 
but the Inhabitants not opening the Gates ſoon enough, 
he was forced to throw himſelf into the Danube, 
and had the good Fortune to get ſafe to Augsbourg. 
When the Gates of Ponawert were ſet open, thoſe 


emy's 


who kept the Entrenchments on the Side of the 
n and 


Town, crouded into it, and at firſt made a Shew of 


v ſoon defending it; but that Evening, having received 
5 Orders trom the Elector to burn the Town and Pro- 
great viſions, to blow up the Ammunition, break down the 
In the 


Bridges and retreat to Augsbourg, they clapped Straw 
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into the Houſes, to which they began to ſet Fire; 
but had not Time to perfect their Deſign, for fear 
of their Retreat being cut off; the Allies being got 
into the Suburbs, and Jaying Bridges over the 
River, which compelled them to withdraw at Four 
O'Clock in the Morning, and gave the Burghers an 
Opportunity to ſave the Town. The Allies entered 
it, and therein found Three Pieces of Cannon, Twelve 
Pontons of Copper, Twenty-thouſand Weight of 
Powder, Three-thouſand Sacks of Flower, Quantitics 
of Oats, and other Proviſtons. Theſe were the Fruits 
of our Victory, which, however, we purchaſed by 
the Loſs of Three-thouſand brave Fellows killed and 
wounded, and, among ſeveral other general Officers of 
Diſt inction, General Goor received a Musket Ball in his 
Eye, and inſtantly expired in the Arms of Monſieur 
Mortaigne, who ran to his Aſſiſtance. The Duke of 
Lunebourg Bevern was mortally wounded, and died 

before the Fight was over. | 
The Allies having garriſoned Donazvert, made them- 
ſelves Maſters of Rain, by Compoſition, and carried the 
little Town of Aicha Sword in Hand, where they put 
500 of the Garriſon to death, and took the reſt Priſo- 
ners. They had now nothing to prevent their piercing 
to the Center of Bavaria, where they were ſo greatly 
alarmed, that the Inhabitants of Lechauſen, Strottlingen, 
and Friedbergen, hearing of the Defeat at Schellenberg, 
quitted their Houſes, and even the Electreſs of Ba- 
varia did not think herſelf in Safety at Munich, tho 
ſhe had Eight thouſand Men of regular Troops ; but 
defired the Arch-biſhop of Sal/zburg to give her 
Shelter. Her Fear was not groundleſs ; for, after the 
tak ing Rain and Aicba, the Allies ſent Parties on 
every Hand to ravage the Country, who pillaged 
above Fiity Villages, burnt the Houſes of Peaſants 
and Gentlemen, and forced the Inhabitants, with what 
few Cattle had eſcaped the inſatiable Enemy, to 
ſeek Refuge in the Woods. 1 
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The Elector, who, after the Defeat of his Troops 
near Donawert, expected to ſee his Country laid Waſte, 
held a Council of War in the open Field, compoſed 
of his Generals and moſt experienced Officers; 
wherein it was reſolved immediately to abandon the 
Camp of Lawingen, tho? very advantageous, and ex- 
tremely well fortified, and to reinforce the Army as 
much as poſſible. | 

In Conſequence of this Reſolution, they drew out 
the Bavarian Garriſons of Hochſtet, Dillingen, La- 
winger, Neubourg, and of ſeveral little Towns; after 
which, their Army encamped under the Walls of 
Augshourg, whither they had before ſent immenſe 
Sums under a ſtrong Eſcorte, raiſed by the Plunder 
and Contributions of the preceding Year. The Elector 


lodged in the Convent of St. iu, and compelling 
the Burghers to work Day and Night on the En- 


trenchments of his Camp, he ſurrounded it with a 
Ditch Fifty Feet wide, and proportionably deep, that 


he might, in greater Security, wait the Succours 


Marſhal Tallard was leading to him. 

The Event proved, that the Elector was in the 
Right to depend on Succour from Fance; for the 
two Marſhals, Villeroy and Tallard, ordered their 
March ſo as to arrive at Augsbourg in the Beginning 
of Auguſt. The Prince Eugene, of Savoy, who had 
hitherto watched them, now joined the grand Army, 
part of which formed the Siege of [77:lfad, under the 
Command of the Prince of Baden. The Enemy 
were, by this Siege, drawn out of their Entrench- 
ments, and having poſted themſelves at Hochſtet, the 


Allies reſolved to decamp from Erlinkhoven, and go 


thither to attack them, tho? their Right was protected 
by the Danube, and their Left by the Wood of Lutz- 
ingen, and their Fronts by two Rivulets and a Moraſs, 
which intirely ſheltered them. 

At ſix o Clock in the Morning, on the 13th of Au- 
guſt 1704, we came in Sight of the Enemy, and 
; | about 
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about eleven were drawn up in Order of Battle; we 
then threw five Bridges, made of Faſcines and Tin 
Pontons, over the Rivulet before the Faces of the Ene- 
my, poſted behind it, and at two, the Signal was 
given to attack. 

Every one has read an Account of this Battle, which 
was as memorable as that of Crecy, or Agencourt; where- 
fore it is needleſs for me to trouble my Readers with 
a Detail of it. I ſhall only take Notice of one Thing, 
in Honour to that great and glorious Exgliſb Caprain, 
the Duke of Marlborough, which is, That after Part 


of the Horſe of the left Wing of our Army had 
paſſed with a good deal of Difficulty the Rivuler, the 


reſt endeavouring allo to pats it, were twice repulſed, 
which the Duke ſeeing, led them on himſelf for the 
third Time, and making the Enemy give Ground, 
their main Battle was defeated, and their Right, 
which oppoſed the Duke, and was of Frencch Troops, 
was driven to the Banks of the Danube, and ſeparated 
from the reſt of the Army; while the Bavarians twice 
repulſed our right Wing, where Prince Eugene com- 
manded, and had driven him a Hundred and Fitty Feet 
beyond his firſt Poſt, which made the Duke, who 
had now his Hands at Liberty, fend a Detachment to 
attack the Enemy in the Rear, and aſſiſt the Prince; 
but before thefe Orders could be put in Execution, 
he had made a fourth Attack upon, and put to Flight, 
the Bavarians in the right Wing. 

After the Loſs of this Battle, "the Elector af Bava- 
ria drew his Garriſon out of Augsbourg, and the Ma- 
giſtrates immediately ſent Advice of it to the Prince 
and Duke, requiring their Protection, which was rea- 
dily granted. 

After the Victory of Hochſtet, the Allies did not 
think noper to puſh on the Siege of ingolſtad ; where: 
tore, leaving ſome Forces to keep it inveſted, the reſt 
marched to reinforce the grand Army, commanded 
by Pi ince Eugene. The E mliſe and Dutch, Gay the 

Om- 


Mrs. CHRISTIAN DAV IBS. 57 
Command of the Duke of Marlborough, on the 
22d of Auguſt, N. S. appeared before Ulm, where the 
Enemies, in their Flight, had left a ſtrong Garriſon 
under the Command of General Bettendorf, both to 


- favour their Retreat, and to cut out ſome Work for 


the Allies in. thoſe Parts. The Day of our Arrival 
before this Town, the Duke ordered the Governor 
to be ſummoned; who anſwering, That he would de- 
fend the Town ts the laſt Extremity, a Council of 


War was held, and, according to the Reſolutions there- 


in taken, the Army divided; Prince Eugene and the 
Duke marched with the major Part, by different 
Routes, towards the Rhine, and the reſt, which were 
Imperial Troops, continued in Suabia, under the Com- 
mand of General Thungen, to take in Ulm, and other 
Towns in the Poſſeſſion of the Enemy, and to entirely 
ſubdue the whole Country; which he did. . 
After the Reduction of Ulm, which capitulated as 
ſoon as the Batteries of the Beſieged were ready, not- 
withſtanding the reſolute Anſwer ſent to the Duke's 
Summons, the Baron de , Thungen joined the grand 
Army under the Duke of Marlborough, which 
covered the Siege of Landau, inveſted the 13th of Sep- 
tember, The Rus of che. Romans, deſirous to be at 
the Siege, ſet out eleven Days before from Vienna, of 
which, Advice being come, Prince Eugene and the 
Duke ſet out to receive him between Philipsbourg 
and Landau, and conducted him thro' the Army, 
under Arms, to his Quarters at Ibeſbeim. 


This Town, and all others, in which the Elector 


had Garriſons, were evacuated by Treaty ; he him- 
{cIfentirely ſtripp'd of his Country; his Electrice and 
Children made Priſoners 3 his Subjects diſarmed, and 
obliged ro take an Oath of Allegiance to the Em- 
peror : Five Thouſand Men, garriſoned in his Metro- 


polis, and the Eſtates of ſuch of his Subjects as had 


followed his Fortunes, were confiſcated. In a Word, Ba- 
varis 
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varia was treated as a conquered Country, and the 
Count Lenwenſtein-Worthem, was made Governor of it. 
I have already faid, we miferably plundered the poor 
Inhabitants of this Electorate; I had left che Hoſpital 
time enough to contribute to their Miſery, and to 
have a Share in the Plunder. We ſpared nothing, kill- 
ing, burning, or otherwiſe deſtroying whatever, we 
could carry off. The Bells of the Churches we broke 
to Pieces, that we might bring them away with us. 
I filled two Bed Ticks, after having thrown out the 
Feathers, with Bell Metal, Men's and Women's 
Cloaths, ſome Velvets, and about a Hundred Dutch 
Caps, which I had plundered from a Shop; all which, 
I fold by the Lump to a Few, who followed the Army 
to purchaſe our Pillage, for Four Piſtoles; beſide 
the above Things, as I was not idle, I got ſeveral Pieces 
of Plate, as Spoons, Mugs, Cups, Sc. all which 
the ſame conſcionable Merchant had at his own Price. 
I might have mentioned this more properly before, 
but I did not think what regarded me, in particular, 
of Conſequence enough to break the Thread of my 
Narration': And the fame Reaſon prevails on me to 
go back ro the Siege of Landau, under the Command 


of the King of the Romans, which, after a vigorous 


Defence, furrendered on the 22d of November. It 
was inveſted, as I have already faid, the 13th of Sep- 
tember. | 
I now come to my own Hiſtory. After the Battle 
of Hochſtet, in which I received no Hurt, tho* often 
in the Hotteſt of the Fire, I was one of thoſe detach'd 
to guard the Priſoners ; and furely, of all I ever ſaw, 
none were more miſerable, ſome having no Shirts; 
ſome without Shoes or Stockings, and others naked 
as from the Womb. In this wretched Condition we 
marched them to the Plain of Breda, where we halted 
to refreſh; each Man, Prifaners and all, being allowed 
a Pint of Beer and a Pennyworth of Bread arid Cheeſe. 
During our Halt here, I was amuſed with two very 
| different 


3 | 
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different Scenes by the Women, ſome of which be- 
wailed the Loſs of their Husbands, or Lovers, who 
fell in the two memorable Battles of Schellenberg and 
Hochſtet; and others congratulating and careſſing their 
Spouſes and Sweethearts who had eſcaped the Danger. 
Among the latter, I obſerved a Woman, with a viſible 
Toy in her Face, make up toa Man, whom, by his 
fide Face, I fancied I had known; I drew near to the 
Palliſades where my Horſe was tied, and looking 
through at the Inſtant he turned to embrace her, had 
a full View of, and perfectly knew him, to my un- 
{peakable Grief, to be my perfidious Husband,' on 
whoſe Account I had experienced ſo much Fatigue, 
ſuch Miſery, and. had ſo often hazarded my Life. 
The ſeeing him careſs the Duich Woman, for ſuch 
ſhe appeared to be, and really was, raiſed in me fo 
great an Indignation, that I was reſolved to baniſh 
every tender Thought which might plead in his Fa- 
vour, and wipe the Idea of him out of my Memory. 
Thus reſolved, I turned my Back upon them, and 
had no ſooner done it, but I began to think his Infi- 
delity rather a Misfortune to me than a Fault in him, 
as he had never received any News, or Anſwer, to 
his Letters, of which he mentioned twelve in the only 
one J received. I was ſo divided between Rage and 
Love, Reſentment and Compaſſion, that the Agita- 
tion of my Mind had ſuch a viſible Effect on my 
e Body, and was fo piainly diſcernable in my Counte- 
n nance, that my Comrade asked me, hat it was that 
„doubled me, ibat 1 changed Colour, and irembled as 1 
„ did, all over me. 1 had a Pot of Beer in my Hand, 
8, and had not Power to utter more than, Take the Beer, 
ed aan bold it uns longer. After ſome little Time, I re- 
ve covered my Spirits, and anſwered, That I ſaw my 
ed Brother, Richard Welſh (1 had often declared I had . 
ed fuch a Brother in the Army, of whom I could hear | 
ſe. no News) flanding in the foremaſt Rank of Lord Otk- [+ 
Ty ney's Regiment of Foot, 1 that I bad not ſeen him 105 
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twelve Years before; this ſudden, and unexpefted Sight 
of a loſt Brother, occaſioned the Diſorder in me he had 
remarked. I then pointed him out, and begged my 
Comrade to ſtep and ask him, F bis Name was not 


Richard Welſh, and when be had beard from his Wife 


and Children? He readily complied with my Re- 
queſt, and, as I could not take my Eye off him, | 
faw my Comrade accoſt him, and immediately re. 
turn with this Anſwer, That as be was the firſt Man 
pon Command, I might ſpeak to him at tbe main Guard: 
Hardly had he delivered theſe few Words, when the 
Drums and Trumpets gave us Notice to march for 
Breda, from whence we. were diſtant about a League, 
tho* it appeared to me ten times as long, ſo uneaſy 
was I, and anxious to ſpeak to him, and hear what 
he could ſay in his Vindication.” | 5 

On dur Arrival at Breda, we were obliged to 
houſe our Priſoners, whoſe Number was ſo great, 


that it compelled us to the making Priſons of Work- 


houſes, and even of thoſe of private People. After my 
Duty was performed, I went in Search of my Hus- 
band to the main Guard, where J learned, that he 
was at a publick Houſe behind it. I immediately 
followed him thither, and paſling through the out- 
ward Room to the Kitchin, ſaw him there, drinking 
with the Dutch Woman, I took no Notice of him, 
but going up to the Landlady, deſired to be ſhewn a 
private Room; ſhe accordingly went before me into 
one hackwards, and bringing me a Pint of Beer, 


which I called for, left me to my own melancholly 
Thoughts. I fat me down, laid my Elbow on the 
Table, and leaning my Head on my Hand, I began 


to reflect on my former happy Situation after the 


Death of my Aunt, and of the Misfortunes which 
had attended my Love for a Man who no longer 


thought of me, tho? obliged by the ſtrongeſt I ies 'of 
Gratitude But, ſaid I, have I done more than m 
Duty; is be not my Husband? Nay, did he not, vil 
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an unforeſeen Misfortune tore him from me, treat me with © 
the greateſt Tenderneſs * Had J once Reaſon to complain 
of bis Want of Love or Gratitude ® But why is be 
thus changed ? Here his Fondneſs, which 1 had ob- 
ſerved for the Dutch Y/oman, gave Vent to my Tears, 
which flowing in Abundance, xs ſome Relief to me. 
I could not ſtop this Flood; ii inued a good Quar- 
ter of an Hour; at length ſed, and, drinking a 
little of the Hougarde, a is a White Beer, in 
Colour like Whey, I wal my Eyes and Face with 
the reſt, to conceal - ving wept. I did all I 


could to compoſe my Find , calling my Landlady, 


| deſired ſhe would MRP another Pint, and acquaint 
the young Man 


97 knys Regiment, drinking in 
her Kitchin, " to ſpeak to him. She 
delivered my ge, and he came in with her. 
I fat with lp to the Light, that he might not 

: #1 ain enough to diſcover me before 1 
had ſoun hat Intereſt I retained in his Heart. 
* by his Name, which he civilly returned, 
, That I had the Advantage, for he found 
I khew him, tho I appeared a Stranger. Yes, Sir, re- 
plied I, you are not unknown to me. Pray when did 
you bear from your Wife and Children, Sir, ſaid he, 
have heard no News of them theſe twelve Years, tho* I 
have written no leſs than a Dozen Letters io her, which, 
Tam apt to believe, have miſcarried. 1anſwered, T! hat 
believe he did not think that a Misfortune to lay to 
Heart, ſince a Number of pretty Girls here, who were 
all tender hearted to the Gentlemen of the Sword, would 
eaſily compenſate the Abſence of, and prevent any Con- 
gern for, a Mife; you, doubtleſs, find it ſo. Sir, replied 
he, yon take me for a Villain, and you lie; I do not find 
it ſo, Not a Man in the Army would have given 
me the Lie with Impunity; but I muſt own, re- 
ceiving it from him, on ſuch an Account, was a grea- 
ter Pleaſure to me, than if I had been complimented 


. 


at t the Head of all our Troops by the Duke of Marl. 


borough 
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Letter which ruined my Peace, þ y going in Search of it. 
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zorough. A ſudden Tremor ſeized me, which he, 
who had his Hand on his Sword, taking Notice of, 
and viewing me more intently, diſcovered that I was 
his Wife, Ob Heavens! cried he, Is this poſſible ? * 
1 not Deluſion ? Do I really ſce my dear Chriſtian ? May 
T believe my Eyes? He ran to me, claſped me in his 
Arms, kiſſed me in Raptures, and bedewed my 
Cheeks with Tears of Joy. As ſoon as 1 could Git: 
engage my ſelf, I replied, Yes, Richard, is I, who 


dave been ſo many Tears in Search of an ungrateful, per- 


fured Husband; for, whatever your Sex may think of 4 
Marriage Vow, or, properly, ibo you never think of it at 
all, the Breach of it leaves the foul Stain of Perury, 
What a comfortable Reward have I met with for aban- 
douing Peace and Plenty , could I have known Peace 
il baut you: for leaving my poor Babes, my aged Mother, 
my Friends, my Relations, and Country, is expoſe my 
felf to the Hardſhips, Fatigues, and Dangers of a Sol. 
gier*s Life, in Search of a Husband whom I have, at 


length, found in the Arms of another Woman ! How have 


I defer ved ibis Treatment? What Fault of mine, if not 


my over Fondneſs, could make you cruelly deſert me and 


your Children, and rather deſperately take up with a Life 


of inceſſant Toil and Penury, than continue longer with 


a Wife whom you drove to the utmoſs Deſpair, by the rea- 
ſonable Belief of your being murdered ; as. it was impoſſible 
for me to think you could make me ſo barbarous and un- 
grateful a Return for my Tenderneſs. My dear Chriſtian, 
ſaid he, Do not imbuter the Toy I feel in thus meeting 
with you, by ſuch cruel and undeſerved Reproaches. Had 
you received any of my Letters, you muſt have learned my 


Misfortune, not my Fault, cauſed our unhappy Separa-: 


liun 5 for, in every one of them, I gave 72 a true Account, 
7 wiſh, ſaid I, ' interrupting him, I had not received 


that which you ſaid was yeur-tweifth , for my Tendernejs 
could not let me believe you capabie of a Falſity, as I now 


am convinced you are; it was the fatal Receipt of that 
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576, that Letter made me reſolve to undergo all Dangers 


ther than not find you out; had it not tome to Hand, 


I might have been ftill undeceived in the Belief” of your 
Death ; Time would have mitigated my Grich, and, for- 
getling vou, as I am a Witneſs you did me, F might have 


continued at this Time in eaſy and happy Circumſtances, 


have enjoyed the Comfort of my Friends and Relations, 


ond have done my Duty to my Children, in taking Care 


if their Education and Settlement, inftead of being bar: 
zaſſed with Fatigues of War, and my poor Infants zxpoſed 
to the Hazard of being brought up Vagabonds. I have, at 
engtb, found you, but ſo altered from the juſt and endearing 
Husband you once were, 'that I had rather have had 
Aſſurance of your Death, than ſee you thus ſurvive your 
Aﬀeions, which 1 once was Fool enough 10 believe nb. 
thing could take from me. | 1 


Believe me, ſaid he, my dear Chriſtian, my are 
Faul, 


fill as warm towards you as ever; pardon my 
which I ackitewledae, and make a juſt Diſtinction between 
the tender, friehdly Love for à Wife, and the ſlight, trifling 
Complaiſance for ſuch Creatures, as may prove our Amuſe= 
ment, but can never gain our Eſteem; and where that 


5 wanting, you are ſaligſied, bowever it may be coun- 


ter feited, there can be no warm Affectiun‚n. 
How know I that Woman is not your Wife ? He 
anſwered, No; I own I have my Fillies, but that does 


not make me unjuſt. Here the Woman, ſurprized at 


his Stay, came to the Door, and, at my bidding, came 
in, and ſaid, My Dear, why do you leave me thus 
alone. This Expreſſion of her Fondneſs threw him 
into a Paſſion; and he ſwore, That if ever ſhe again 
uſed that Expreſſion, or followed him more, be would be 
her Death. Paſſion, ſaid I, proceeds very often from, 
and is a Proof of, Guilt. Ii is not manly to treat a 
Woman ill, eſpecially if you have, as much I fear, ſe- 
duced her with a Promiſe of Marriage, a Practice tos 


cuſtomary with our Cloth : In ſuch Caſe I ſhall bold her 


innocent, if, when the knows you have a Wife and Chil- 
SR dren, 
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dren, ſhe breaks off @ Converſation, which will be Iben 
criminal in her to continue. Young Woman, ſaid I, turn- 
ing to her, is this Man your Husband ? She anſwered 
in the Affirmative; which again put him into a 
Paſſion, and he denied his ever being married to her 
with bitter Imprecations. I repeated my Queſtion to 
the Woman, who ſaid, Indeed the Ceremony bad 
not been performed, but. that they. had been contracted 


ſeveral Months, and cobabited, when he was not in the 


Field, as Man and Wife, I am ſorry for your Misfor- 
zune; for this Man is married, and has been ſo, many 
Tears, to my Siſter, by whom he has had three Children ; 
ſo that you can have nothing to expect from bim but Scan- 
gal. If you value your Reputation or Safety, or have 
any Regard for him, avoid bim for the future; for 1 
have ſo great a Love for my Siſter, that if be continued 
10 injure ber, I would revenge it as an Inſult on my felf, 
and expoſe my Life, rather than ſuffer ber to be wronged 
with Impunity. What is paſſed can no otherwiſe be 
redreſſed,. than by your being no more guilty ; on that Con- 
dition I foi give you, and will endeavour to forget it. The 
poor Woman burſt into a Flood of Tears, and faid, 
No Man ſhould hade robbed her of her Innocence; but ſhe 
was betrayed by bis reiterated Promiſes, backed with ſolemn 
Oaths, to make her his lawful Wife. This he denied 
as paſſionately, which made the Woman fly into 
ſuch a Rage, and vilify him in ſuch opprobious 
Terms, that I feared he would do her a Miſchief, and 
gave me trouble enough to appeaſe both Parties. At 
length, my Temper and Reaſons brought them to a 
Calm, but it did not ſtop the Woman's Tears, who 
leſt us weeping, and with a Reſolution, at leaft a 
ſeeming one, never to come near him more. When 
ſhe was gone, I repreſented to him, in the blackeſt Co- 
lours, the Villainy of ſeducing young Women by Pro- 
miſes of Marriage; and told him, That be muſt ac- 
count for the Breach of ſuch Oaths in anotber Life, if be 
eſcaped unpuniſhed in this, I told him after this, 7 bay 
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mtwithſtanding the Hardſhips 1 had gone through, and 
of the Wounds I bad received, I had ſuch a Liking to the 
d Service, that I was reſolved to continue in it, and, to that 
a End, would paſs as his Brother, and furniſh him with 
5 what Shirts, or other Neteſſaries, he wanted, while he 


F concealed my Sex ; but, if ever he diſcovered me, I would 
ee be was my Husband, and be ſhould find me a dan- 
, gerous Enemy. N . 
: What, then, ſaid he, will you be cruel enough to rob 
me of my Wife? Will you not give me the Satisfaction of 
9 letting the World know how much you deſerve, and how 


A gratefully I can acknowledge the Obligation your uncommon 
= Love has lain me under? For Heaven's Sake reverſe ſo 


7 intolerable a Sentence. What! have you run ſo many 

Hazards, borne the Fatigue of ſo many Years,” only 10 
7 have the Satisfaction of tormenting me? Do you call this 
if Love? Baniſb me your Bed interrupted him with 
E laying, He bad forfeited his Right to it, by baving taken. 


* | could urge would not ſhake it; tberefare deſired be 
9 would put an end to a vain Sollicitation, which, if he con- 
hb, tinued, or ever once renewed, till Accident, or. Peace,; 


diſcovered me io be a Woman, I would never more 
* ſee bim, or be any way aſſiſtant to him. Mell, ſaid he, 

I bope Time will mollify you; 1 muſt obey. We fat toge- 
ther ſome little Time after this, then I paid the 
\d Reckoning and gave my Husband a Piece of Gold, 
Ar telling him, He would find me a kind and generous Bro- 
ther ; but that he muſt not think of enjoying bis Wife, 
05 while I could remain concealed, and the War lafted: 
He embraced me paſſionately, and telling me, He 


Not did not think my Heart as hard as he foundit, we with- 
* drew to our reſpective Poſts. We ſaw; and converied 
o- wich, each other every Day, and he would often begin, 
= his Sollicitations, bur I immediately put a Stop to them, 
5. He kept my Secret, and, had 1 not been diſcovefed, 
at, by an Accident, which I fhall take Notice of in ns, 
101. proper Place, I ſhould have continued a Dragoon to, 


the. 


another to his; that my Reſolution was fixed, and all he 
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the End of the War, when I intended, if God ſpared 
my Life ſo long, to lay aſide my Diſguiſe, return to 
Dublin, and reſume my former Buſineſs. 

Having ſecured our Priſoners, we returned to the 
Army, which, under the Commaud of his Grate the 
Duke of Marlborough, covered the Siege of Landau 
before mentioned. After the Surrender of this Town 


to the King of the Romans, we were ordered to Winter 


Quarters in Hclland, leaving the Foot, among which 
was my Husband, behind us. His Grace having 
made a Tour into Germany, returned to England with 
his Share of the Priſoners, Standards, and Colours, 
taken at Hochſtet. | 19 85 

I obtained Leave to viſit the Hague, certainly the 
moſt beautiful Village in the whole World : From 


thence I made a Tour to Rotterdam, and, in the Drag- 


Schoot, happening to ſir by a pretty Dutch Girl, I told 
her, She was very handſome. She returned, That I was very 
complaiſant, but ſbe did not know any one to whom ſhe would 
more willingly appear agreable; fer I was a pretty young 
Fellow. IT find, ſaid I, your Banter will joon filence me; 
J/aid that you were handſom, becauſe you really are ſo, 
and you are turning me into Ridicule for ſpeaking, my Sen- 
timents : Indeed, what I faid was meedleſs, becauſe you 


cannot but be conſcious of your own Perfections; but out of 


the Fulneſs of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaks. The ver) 
{eajon, replied ſhe, that, before I was aware, I ſpoke my 
Thoughts, which are altogether as ſincere as your Com- 


flement. Were they jo, 1fhould be the happieſt Man in 


the whote Army of the Allies : And, could 1 make you that 
Happy Man, it would, perbaps, make me the moſt miſe- 
rable Woman. Then you are of Opinion that a Soldier 
cannot make à good Husband, That is not my Reaſon ; 
it is, 1 ſhould be in continual Apprebenſion for your 


Life, and never know a Minute's Peace in your Abſence. 
Such a Confeſſion might make any Man vain, tho from a 


Perſon of much leſs Merit; but I have too great an Opinion 
of your good Senſe to flatter my ſelf that your Heart cor. 
| reſponds 
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reſbands with your Tongue : No, you thought my Decla- 
ration impertinent, and you have a Mind to revenge your 
ſelf, by firſt raiſing my Vanity, and then laughing at my 
Credulity. The Schoot was, by this Time, arrived 
at Delft; we all went croſs that Town, which is 
the worſt paved in Hollaud, to take another Schoor 
at Amſterdam. I gallanted my pretty Vrow through 
the Street, ſaid all the fine Things to her I could 
think of, and was ſo importunate to know her Place 
of Abode, and to have leave to wait on her, that 
ſhe let me, at length, know it was without the Gate, 
near the Scot's Dyke; and added, That if I was ſincere, 
and my Intentions bonourable, ſh? would give me leave to 
ſee her home, <when coe ſhould come to Rotterdam, and 
faouid not be diſpleaſed with my future Viſits. In a 
Word, at our Arrival, ſhe gave me her Hand to help 
her out of the Schoot, and conducted me to her 
Lodgings, where ſhe called for a Bottle of Wine to 
refreſh me. I drank a Glaſs or Two before any, but 
a Servant, appeared; but, not long after, a Siſter came 
in, who embraced her, and asked, Vo I was. She 
told her, That [was 'a Gentleman belonging to the Engliſh 
Forces (for I had told her, in our Paſſage, ſhe could 
not otherwiſe have known, as I was dreſſed genteelly 
in a plain Sute) and that fhe was indebted to me for 


many Civililies. The Siſter made me a Complemear, 


and ſaid, Her Mother would thank me, were ſhe not in- 


diſpoſed. On this, my fair One begged me to ęxcuſe 


her waiting on her Mother, and, with a Surprize, ſaid, 
The Maid told me ſbe was well. I told her, 1 would take 
more convenient Time to pay ber my Keſpegts ; and, 
withdrawing, went into the Town and got a Lodging 
on the Scei”s Dyke, in a Houſe where a Scots Serjeant, 
of my Acquaintance, going to Scotland to recruit, then 
lodged. His Name was John Beggs 3 and, fince that, 


he himſelf kept the ſame Houſe, and had got Money 


enotigh, if his good Nature, and the Credit he gave 
to any of the three Nations, eſpecially if they 
* played 
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played at Back- gammon, had not kept him under 
to the Day of his Death. We were glad to ſee each 
other, ſupped together, and, over a Bottle, I told 
honeſt John what a fortunate Adventure I had met 
with in my Paſſage. Taſſure you, ſaid he, you have 
& eaſon to call it fortunate, for they are mighty virtuous 


young Ladies; there are three Siſters and the Mother, 


who live together, and are noted for their extenſive Cha- 
rity. I have the Honour to be well with, and viſit the 
Family : If you conſent to it, we will Wait on them lo- 
merrow, I was glad to hear this Character of the 
Family, as I thought I might paſs the few Days I 


intended to ſtay at Rotterdam, in an agreable, amuſing. 


Way. | | 
The next Morning honeſt John ſhewed me the 
Town; weſaw the Town Houle and Anatomy Cham- 
ber, the Shambles, and the Statue of Eraſmus, with 
the Houſe where that great Man was born, and then, 
being tired of rambling, went to our Quarters to 
dinner; after which, we ſet out to viſit my new Fe- 
male Acquaintance. We were carried into the ſame 
Parlour I had been in the Evening before. John bid 
the Maid bring a Bottle of Wine, and tell the Lady 
of the Houſe he was there. I reprimanded him for 
his Freedom, and told him, I thought he took as much 


Liberty as if he was in a publick Houſe. Ob, ſaid he, 


they allow me to take what Liberty I pleaſe : They art 
the beſt natured Family in Holland. At that Inſtant my 


Fellow Traveller came in, whom my Friend Jobn 


taking hold of, pulled upon his Knee, and ſhe ſuffered 
him to take ſuch Liberties as convinced me that 
there was not a Family of more extenſive Charity 


for they made no Diſtinctions of Rank, Nation, or 


Religion. She asked Fobn, If I was his Acquaintance ? 
He told her, I was : Then, ſaid ſhe, as the Gentleman 
made me a great many jine Speeches in the Schoot, and 1 
really lite bim, do you take my Siſter, and oblige your 


Fri - 7 4 an 4 me, by my convincing him, that F thought him 
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r Wl 2 pretty Fellow, as well as ſaid: ſo. I was greatly 
1 WM hocked at my Diſappointment, and had much ado 
| WW to prevent my treating her in a very rough Manner, 
t when ſhe threw her Arms round my Neck and 
e would have kiſſed me. I puſhed her rudely off, 
5 WW faying, I bad miſtaken a Fiend for an Angel. I would 
„have gone directly out of the Houſe, but ſhe clapped 
. berſelt before the Door, and told me, I muſt: firſt 
e pay the Botile of Wine I bad the Evening before. Upon 
> Wh being told it was a Guder, I threw down the Money 


c and flew out of the Houſe in a Rage; my Friend 


| WW paid the other Bottle, and followed me, laughing as if 
g. he would never have given over. When he could get 
| the better of his Fit, he aſked me, FI did not. think 


ce Wl melt fortunate in ſo virtuous an Acquaintance. 
1- Having viſited Amſterdam, I returned to my Quar- 


h ters, where I ſtayed 'till the Opening the Campaign 
n, of 1705. We marched out of our Winter Quarters, 


ro and encamped between Maſtricht and Liege. The 


e- Puke of Marlborough arrived at the Hague on the 14th 
10 of April, where he ſtayed but a few Days before he 
id ſet out to place himſelf at the Head of the Army. 
ly The foregoing Campaign it was agreed to provide 
or good Magazines in Germany, which his Grace rely- 
bing upon, took the better Part of the Army, after 
e, he had reviewed us, and directed his March towards 
re WM the Meſelle, to join the Germans betimes, not at all 


'y Wl doubting but the French would draw off from the 


bn Low-Countries a conſiderable Number. of their Forces, 
ed and fend them the ſame Way to oppoſe the Allies; 
at but they were too well informed of the Neglect of 


or Duke would loſe a great deal of Time in waiting for 
the Germans, and were therefore determined to take 
an Advantage of their Delay, and undertake ſome im- 
I portant Expedition on the Maes, The Dutch Army, 
ur not being — enough to keep the Field, was en- 
trenched under the Cannon of Maſtricht. The French 
Ts 3, rn quitting 
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what had been agreed upon; were ſatisfied the 
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quitting their Lines on the 27th of May, encamped at 
Vegnacourt, and at Val-Notre-Dame, and having ſent a 
Detachment over the Maes, they, the next Day, in. 
veſted Huy. The Town, which was defencelek, 
immediately ſurrendered, upon Condition, that the 


Burghers ſhould keep their Privileges ; that the Gar. 


riſon ſhould have Liberty to retire into the Caſtle, 
and that the French ſhould not fire from the Town 
on the Caftle, nor the others from the Caſtle upon the 
Town. On the 3oth, at Night, the Trenches were 


opened before Fort Picard, which was carried, on the 


third Aſſault, with all its Outworks. They, imme. 
dia tely after the Reduction of this Fort, with all pol. 


ſible Expedition,raifed new Batteries againſt the others, 


and made ſuch a terrible Fire with Thirty Pieces of 
Cannon and Twenty Mortars, that Cronſtrom, who was 
Governor, was obliged to ſurrender Priſoner of War 
on the 10th of Fane. | 

The French taking Huy, and laying Siege to the 
Citadel of Liege, together with the Want of Magazines 
on the NMeſelle, by which Neglect the Duke's Army 
began to ſuffer, and the Diſtance the Germans were off, 
rendering it impoſſible to join him Time enough to 
undertake any thing conſiderable on that Side, obliged 
the Duke to quit the Moſelle. His Grace was no 
ſooner arrived in the Neighbourhood of Maſtrichs, 
but the French abandoned the City of Liege, raiſed 


the Siege of the Citadel, and withdrew, as uſual, into 


their Lines. The Army being now united, took the 
Field, and, in fewDays,retook Huy; and, by the Advice 
of his Grace the Duke of Marlborough, reſolved to 


attack the Enemy's Lines, by the Shelter of which, 


they had avoided a Battle. To this End we de- 
camped on the 17th of July, and marched ſtrait to 
their Lines, to attack them at one and the fame 
Time at Heiliſbeim, near the Village and: Caſtle ol 
Wang, and at the Villages of Nederbeſpen and Ooſtma. 
len. The Vanguard being, at Break of Day, arrived 

| 7 
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at at the Place of Rendezvous, Count Noyelles imme- 
t a Wl diately aſſaulted the Caſtle of Wang, which, after a 
in. mall Defence, he carried, and entering the Lines with 
eb, Wl the Runaways, ſeized on the Barriers, and drew up 
the Wl in Order of Battle. | 
ar. Three Battalions, with the like Rapidity, poſſeſſed 
te, chemſelves of the Village and Bridge of Heiliſbeim, 
wi within a Quarter of a League of Yang, and took 
the poſt within the Lines. Lieutenant-General Schulz, 
vere with as great Facility, made himſelf Maſter of the 
the Villages of Overbeſpen and Nederbeſpen ; by which, our 
me- Horſe and Dragoons having Openings to enter the 
pol. Lines, his Grace led us on, and formed us to make 
ers, Head againſt the Enemy; their Corps neareſt to the 
s of Bi Places of Attack were in Motion at the firſt Alarm, 
was and about Fifty Squadrons and Twenty Battalions, ad- 
War ¶ vanced to diſpute the hollow Way. Our Horſe, ſu- 

ſtained by ſome of the Foot, made our Way; and 
the the Duke, at our Head, charged the French Horſe 
ines Will fo briskly, that he broke, entirely routed them, and 
made himſelf Maſter of Eight Pieces of Cannon. The 
reſt of the French, who were advancing to ſupport 
the foremoſt Corps, ſeeing their Horſe take to flight, 
thought it no Shame to follow their Example. The 


s no elorious Succeſs of this Attack of the French Lines, 
icht, the Honour of which, as it was juſt, every one at- 
aiſed Wl tributed to the Duke of Mariborough's Advice, Con- 
into WF duct, and Intrepidity, was followed by the taking of 
the Bl Tirlemont, where a French Battalion was made Pri- 
dvice I foners. The French Army, which was obliged to 
d to retreat, ſome towards Namur, and others towards 
nich, Louvain, found means to unite and entrench them- 
de. kxlves behind the Dyle. The Duke would have at- 
- to tacked them here, but being oppoſed by the Dutch, 
ame 


ve had a Three Days March for nothing, which the 
Duke reſented ſo much, that the States, to give his 
Grace Satisfaction, removed General Schlangenburg, 
rived who made the Oppoſition. After we. had * 
ome 
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ſome time in View of the Enemy, near the Abbies d 
Ulierbeek and Park, on the 29th of Auguſt, the Duke 
marched to Leute, which was inveſted the ſame Da 
by Fifteen Battallions, and the ſame Number of Squa- 
drons, . notwithſtanding its Situation is in the Middle of 
a Moras. ee Dedem, who commanded 
this Body of Troops, having, on the 2d of September, 
poſſeſſed himſelf of an advanced Redoubt, which was 
raiſed on the Avenue to the Town, between Nine 
and Ten that Night opened the Trenches on the Side 
of the Gate of St. Tron, puſhed on his Works within 
Two-hundred Yards of the covered Way, and the 
Batteries being ſoon ready to play, the Baron du Moni, 
who commanded in the Place, offered to march out, 
if all military Honours were allowed him. Thi 
being rejected, he and his Garriſon were compelled 
to yield themſelves Priſoners of War on the 5th «f 


the ſame Month. 


Our Army having levelled the French Lines, broken 
the Sluces; and demoliſhed the Outworks of Tir 
nont, to prevent the Enemy from keeping Garriſon 
in it in the Winter, we marched to Herenthals, and 
his Grace made a Tour to the Hague. On his Retum 
to the Army, we beſieged Sanduliet. The Trenches 
were opened on the 26th of October, and the Gar- 
fiſon, in Three Days, forced to ſurrender Priſoner! 
of War. The taking of this Town putting an End 
to the Operations of this Campaign, his Grace the 


Duke of Marlborough went to Vienna, and was re 


ceived with the higheſt Marks of Diſtinction. The 
Emperor confirmed him Prince of the Empire, erected 
the Diſtrict of Mildelbeim into a Principality for him, 
and gave Advice of it to the Diet of Ratisbonne, en. 
Joining them to receive a Deputy of this Principality, 
and to give him Place in their Seſſions. The News 


of this being brought us, before we left Tirlemont, 
we were regaled with Liquor, and made great Re 


n. 


Nothing 
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Nothing remarkable, or worth a Reader's Notice» 


happened to me in particular. this Winter. Our Re- + 


cruits, and Horſes to remount thoſe who had loſt 
them, arrived in Holland the 3d of April 1726, and 
the Duke of Marlborough, with a Number of Vo- 
Juntiers, landed there on the 23th. The Enemy, 
in the Interim, loſt no Time: They had wrought 
hard all Winter upon their Entrenchments, behind 
the Dyle, and on the Fortifying Lovain, where they 
had brought together ſuch prodigious Quantities of 
Flower, Hay, Oats, and all Sorts of Ammunition, 
that the Fifty Colleges were quite filled, heſide the 
Shambles, Convents, Ec. | 
The Duke of Lorraine, fearing his Country would 
be made the Seat of War, from his Grace's March 
in 1705 to the Moſelle, when he drew near his 
Frontiers; ſent the Count Martigny to his Grace, with 
a very complaiſant Letter ; in which he entreated him 
to uſe that Moderation towards a defenceleſs Coun- 
try, which had, on many other Occaſions, heightened 
his great Character. He alſo acquired of, and ob- 
tained from, the King of the Romans, the Emperor's 


Protection; and, by a Memorial, deſired the States 


General to obſerve the ſame Neutrality with regard 
to him, who was no way intereſted in the Span 
Succeſſion. His Envoy received the following An- 


formed, that the French had not only poſſeſſed themſelves 
F very advantageous Poſts in Lorraine, but we e ac- 
tually at Work 10 fortify Nancy, they could not look 
upon ſuch a Procedure as other than an Infraction of the 
Neutrality, which they had deſired the Duke to ebſerve, 
by compelling the French io evacuate thoſe Places which 
they had ſeized. France, however, was very far from 
luch a Diſpoſition z for the King apprehending an 
Invaſion, by the Way of Lorraine, in the very Be- 
ginning of this, Year ſeized upon all the Duke's 
States, placed Garriſons in all his fortified Towns, 
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74 The LIF E and ADVENTURES of 
and obliged him to. furniſh Three Millions of Livre 


yearly, towards the Expence of the War. 


I thought this little Digreſſion neceſlary, that my 


Readers might be acquainted with the then Situation 


of Affairs. | | 

Every Thing being ready, on either Side, to open 
the Campaign, the Army of the Allies, on the 22d 
of May, encamped between Corris and Tourine, heat 
the Stone- Mill of Kruifworm: The French alſo left 
their Entrenchments on the Dyle, with deſign to ſur. 
prize us, While they. were Superior, for they had 
certain Intelligence, that the Ele&or of Brandenbourg, 
diflatisfied with the States, on Account of the Inheri. 
tance of King William's Eſtates, would not be ovet 
haſty in ſending his Troops to the Rendezvous, 
and that the Danes, who were at Nimæguen, had re- 
fuſed to march, by reaſon of the Arrears due to 
them. Upon this Advice, Marſhal Villeroy wrote to 
the Elector, to invite him to ſhare the Victory, which 
he flattered himſelf he was upon the Point of gaining, 
The States getting Intelligence of the Contents of 
this Letter, wrote to the Danes to join the Army 
with all poſſible Expedition, and they would give them 


immediate Satisfaction, They readily obeyed, and 


their Generals being adviſed of the Deſign of the 
French, haſtened the March of the J/irtemberg Troops 
and, aſter taking proper Meaſures, it was reſolved 
rather to attack than wait the Enemy. The French, 
who were advanced as far as Ramelies, ſeeing us, con- 
trary to- their Expectations, on our March, were ter- 
ribly embarraſſed, and imagined they had received 
falſe Intelligence : However, there was no avoiding a 
Battle. We began on the 23d about two in the At 
ternoon. The Left of our Army, which attacked the 


right Wing of the Enemy, met with a ſtout Re- 
ſiſtance before tliey could break them; which, how- 


ever, they at length did, and put them to flight, 


while we were not leſs ſucceſsful in the right ö 
; go {1 
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re: n a Word, the Enemy was every where intirely 
bouted, and never Victory was more compleat. The 
my Wl ſhattered Remains of their Army fled, in the greateſt 
ion Ml Confuſion, ſome to Lovain, others to Mavere, 
and the reſt to Judogne. We took a great Num- 

pen ber of Priſoners in the Purſuit, many Colours and 
2d MW Standards, Artillery and Ammunition, Tin Pontons 
ear and Baggage. I eſcaped unhurt, tho? in the hotteſt 
left WM of the Battle, 'till the French were entirely defeated ; 
ſur. N when, an unlucky Shell from a Steeple, on which 
had before the Battle, they had planted ſome Mortars, 
irs, Wand Cannon, which played all the Time of the En- 
erl. gagement, ſtruck the back Part of my Head, and 
wet MW tractured my Skull. I was carried to Meldre, or 
us; ¶ Meldret, a ſmall Town in the Quarter of Lovain, 
| re- Two Leagues Sorth-Eaft from that Univerſity, and 
Five Leagues North-Weſt from Ramelies, upon a ſmall |; 
Prook which waſhes Tirlemont. I was here trepaned, 
and great Care taken of me, but I did not recover 


ing. in leſs than Ten Weeks. Though I ſuffered great 
of Torture by this Wound, yet the Diſcovery it cauſed 
rmy Wof my Sex, in the fixing of my Dreſſing, by which 
hem 


the Surgeons ſaw my Breafts, and, by the Largeneſs of 
my Nipples, concluded 1 had given Suck, was a 
vreater Grief to me, No ſooner had they made this 
Diſcovery, but they acquainted Brigadier Prejion, that 
bis pretty Dragoon (ſo I was always called) was, in Fact, 


ncl, N= Moman. He was very loath to believe ir, and did 
con- me the Honour to ſay, He bad always looked upon me as 
ter. e preityeſt Fellow, and the beſt Man be bad. His In- 
ived credulity made him fend for my Brother, whom 
"S : he now imagined to be my Huſbahd ; when he 


| came, the Brigadier ſaid to him, Dick, I am furprized 
| the a Piece of News tbeſe Gentlemen tell me; they ſay, 
Re- Pour Brother is, in Reality, a Woman. Sir, ſaid he. fince | 
10W- We is diſcovered, I cannot deny it; foe is my Hye, and 
ght, WH bave bad three Children by ber. The News of this 


* . 


Ving. Dicovery ſpread far and ncar, and reaching, among 


— 2 


In | ta others, 


_ examined him cloſely. The 


ſhe bad a Child lain to her, and took care of it. My 


tions they had lain me under. My Lord faid, H- 


be Army, and J apprebended the Conſequence of conver/ſing 


76 The L IFE and ADVENTURES -of 


cthers, my Lord John Hayes Ear, he came to fee 
me, as did all my former Comrades. My Lord 
would neither aſk me, nor ſuffer any one elſe, any 
Queſtions ; but called for my Huſband, tho' firſt for 
my Comrade, who had been 0 my Bedfellow, and 

ellow proteſted, as it 
was Truth, That he never knew I was a Woman, or 
even ſuſpected it; It is well known, continued he, that 


Lord then calling in my Huſband, deſired him to 
tell the Meaning of my. Diſguiſe. He gave him a 
full and ſatisfactory Account of our firſt Acquaintance, 
Marriage, and Situation, with the Manner of his 
having entered into the Service, and my Reſolution 
to go in ſearch of him; adding, the Particulars of 
our meeting, and my obſtinate Refuſal of bedding 
with him. My Lord ſeemed very well entertained 
with my Hiſtory, and ordered, That I ſhould want for 
nothingg and that my Pay ſhould be continued while under 
Cure, When his Lordſhip heard that I was well 
enough recovered to go abroad, he generouſly ſent 
me a Parcel of Shirts and Sheets to make me Shifts, 
Brigadier Preſton made me a Preſent of a handſome 
Silk Gown ; every one of our Officers contributed to 
the furniſhing me with what was requiſite for the 
Dreſs of my Sex, and diſmiſſed me the Service with 
a handſome Compliment. I being thus equipped, 
waited on my Lord, the Brigadier, and other my 
Benefactors, to return them Thanks for the Obliga- 


boped I Hd not continue my Cruelty io my * d, now 
zhat [could no longer paſs under a Diſguixe. I anſwered, 
My Lord, I muſt own, I have a ſtrong Inclination ta 


wil my Husband might be my Diſmiſſion ; for a great 
Belly could not have Been concealed. The Diſcovery if 
my Sex has now removed the Cauſe, and I bave no Ob- 


fection to living with my Husband, as tis the Duty of an 


honeſt 


en. a 
he ; : 
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honeſt Wife, Well, ſaid my Lord, I am ſatisfied with 
your Reaſon, and we will have a new Marriage. Ac- 
cordingly all our Officers were invited, and we were, 
with great Solemnity, wedded and bedded ; the Sack 
poſſet eaten, and, the Stocken thrown. After this 
Ceremony, every one, at taking Leave, would kiſs the 
Bride, and left me a Piece of Gold, fome Four or 
Five, to put me in a Way of Life. 

I conceived the firſt Night, having never known 
Man, except my Husband, but the Time I was fur- 


prized, as | have before related. An idle Life was 


what I could never away with, beſide, I was under a 
Necellity, having now no Pay, to do ſomething for 
2 Support; wherefore I undertook to cook for our 
Regiment, returning to my Husband's Quarters every 
Night. I did not long carry on this Buſineſs, as the 
cloſe Attendance it required prevented my maroding, 
which was vaſtly more beneficial. After I had given 
over my cooking, I turned Sutler, and, by the Indulgence 
of the Officers, was permitted to pitch my Tent in 
the Front, while others were driven to the Rear, of the 
Army. | 

The Rapidity of the Conqueſts, which attended 
the Victory of Ramelies, is ſo remarkable, that it 
wauld be unpardonable in me to paſs it over in Si- 
lence, to continue my particular Hiſtory. 

Our victorious Army having reſted the Night which 
followed the Battle, briskly purſued the Enemy the 
next Morning; drew near to Judoigne, and croſſed 
the Dyle on the 25th, near Lovain. This large City, 
being abandoned, ſubmitted ; we took Poſſeſſion 
of all the great Stores of all Sorts of Proviſions, 


which I have already ſaid the Enemy had there lain 


up, and placed a Garriſon in it. From hence our 
Army marched on to Bruſſels ; from which Town the 
Elector of Bavaria, and his Court, had retired after 


the laſt Battle, in which he ſhared no Lawrels with 


the Marſhal, as he had hoped : Wherefore, the Town 
| being 
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being ſummoned by a Letter from the Duke of Marl. 
borough, and the Deputies of the States, opened her 
Gates and ſubmitted to King Charles. Malines, or 
Metin followed this Example, as did Fire, ſituated 
en the Nethe, and ſtrongly fortified. 

The Elector of Bawvariz, who had no fettled Place 
fince his and the Marſhals Deſeat, ſeemed determined 
ro ſtand the Allies behind the Scheld, near Ghent, 
with the Troops he had ſaved ; but they did not give 
him Time to entrench himſelf: For they decamped 
from Grimbergen on the 3oth, paſſed by Alf, and 
being advanced as far as Meerbeee, they heard that 


the Enemy had abandoned the Lines in Flanders, and 


Tetired behind their old Lines, near Aderien and Conr- 
ray. While the Army was on their March, E 
Joined it, being entirely. recovered. On this Advice, 
Gbent was ſummoned, which ſurrendered to Major 
General Cadogan, on Condition, that their Privileges 


ſhould be preterved. General Fagel poffeffed himſelf 


of Bruges, on the ſame Terms; and, without ftriking 
a. Stroak, made himfelf Maſter of Damme, a ſmall, 
but a very ſtrong, Town, and of the Caſtle of Ro- 
arubuis, or Red-Houſe. After the Enemy had aban- 
doned all their Lines in the Country of Vaas, the 
Garriſon of Antwerp making a Shew of Defence, Ge- 


neral Cadogan marched thither with Twelve Hundred 


Men, and ſummoned the Place. After many Parleys, it 
was, at laſt, agreed, that the Garrifon ſhould march 
out on the 7th of June, with Arms and Baggage, 
Drums beating, Colours fly ing, Four Mortars, and 
as many Cannon. The next Day the French alſo e- 
vacuated Fort Pearl, Fort Mary and Fort Philip, fitu- 
ated on the Scbeld, and near to Aniwerp. Even Ou- 


denarde, a ſtrong fortified Town on the fame River, 
between Four and Five Leagues diſtant from Gent, 


being ſummoned on the 1ſt of June, furrendered on 
Compoſition, the next Day, the Marquis de Bour- 
nonville, ſeeing Four Pieces of Cannon mounted on 

a 
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a Battery. Thus the winning of one ſingle Battle 


reduced, in a few Days, all Brabant, and a great Part 
of Flanders, to the Obedience of King Charles. 

That the Fruit of ſuch a ſucceſsful Opening of a 
Campaign might not be loft, the Duke of Marlbo- 
rougb went to the Hague, to conſult the States General 
on the Plan of military Expeditions, and returned 
to the Camp on the 13th of Jan; when he imme- 
diately inveſted Ofiend by Land, while Admiral Fair- 
zorn block'd it up by Sea with Nine Men of War and 
Four Bomb Ketches. We could not entirely encloſe 
the Town, without taking Fort de Plaſendaal, raiſed 
on the Canal of Bruges : General Fagel attacked this 
with ſuch Reſolution, that the Garriſon, conſiſting of 
Two Hundred and Fifty Men, was made Priſoners of 
War. The Fire upon the Town, both from the Land 
and Sea, was fo terrible, that it capitulated on the 
bih of July; ſhe had, under the Government of the 
Arch-Duke Albert, held out a Three Years Siege, 
and now hardly ſo many Days. The Garriſon was 
ſuffered to march out with their Swords, and them 
only on Condition, that they ſhould nor, of Six 


Months, bear Arms againft King Charles, or his 


Allies. 

After the Reduction of Oftend, our Army en- 
camped with the Right at YYellem, the left at Har- 
lebeek. Hither the Town of Courtray ſent Depuries 
to the Generals to make its Submiſſion, the French 
having abandoned it after having exacted large Contri- 
butions. Brigadier Meredith went to blockade, and 
try if he could reduce it by Famine, while the grand 
Army undertook the Siege of Menin with Two Hun- 
dred Pieces of Cannon, great and (mall, brought 


from Maſtricht and Holland. General Saliſch, who 


had the Direction of this important Siege, inveſted 
the Place the 22d of July; which, tho called the 
Key of France, held out but Eighteen Days after 


our Trenches . were opened, and ſurrendered upon 
Terms. 
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Terms, ina Month after it was inveſted. We loſt a great 
many Men in this Siege; I was my ſelf expoſed to no 
Danger, but when my Husband was, whom [I alway; 
ollowed, and whom I would never abandon, where. 
ever he went. While the Army ſtaid here to fill up 
the Works, and repair the Breeches, General Church!! 
was detached with Six Battallions, and the ſame 
Number of Squadrons,ſto reduce Dendermonde, which 


made a more obſtinate Reſiſtance than was expected, 


The General acquitted himſelf fo well of his Com- 
miſſion, that this Town, which was almolt inacceſſi- 
ble, ſurrendered on the 5th of September. . 
The Siege of Alb was next undertaken, by Field- 
Marſhal Ouwerkerke, or Auverquerł, with Forty Bat- 


tallions and Thirty Squadrons. General J17goldsby 


broke Ground on the 2oth at Night, with the Loſs 
of one Man only ; for, the Eneiny imagining we ſhould 
open our Trenches on the Side where the Lord Auver- 
querk was, had drawn their Strength to that Quar- 
ter, to prevent, or impede, his Works. Our Men 
covered themſelves, before they diſcovered their Miſ- 
take. When my Husband marched with General II. 
goldsby to the Side where they were to break Ground, 


he left me boiling the Pot, with which I deſigned to 


regale him and the Officers of his Regiment. When 
my Meat was ready, I covered it with Cloths fo cloſe 
that no Steam could get out, and, venturing through 
a Village belonging to the Enemy, in which I ran the 
Hazard of being killed or ſtripped, by a Circuit of 
Five Miles, I got fate; with my Proviſions on my 
Head, to the Trench. Ir was a fatiguing Journey, the 
Way being difficult to find, and the Night being very 
dark: But what Danger will deter a Woman who 
truely loves her Husband ; having found mine, I ſet 
my Broth and Meat before him; he invited his Col- 


| lonel, and other Officers, who were not a little fur- 


rized at the Riſque I had run, and that I could bring 


it fo hot ſuch a Length of Way. Lord OI 
s l W | 
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Fpho was come to thank the Officers and Soldiers for 


their Diligence, ſtood talking to ſome of the former, 
10 when 1, looking through the Sand Bags, ſaw a Soldier, 


ys who, ignorant of our being on the Side we were, came 
& out of the Town to gather Turnips: I took a Piece 
Up out of one of our People's Hand, and called to an 


hil Officer to ſee me ſhoot him; for we had puſhed our 
ne Trenches within Thirty Three Paces of the Palli- 
ſades; 1 ſuppoſe we were juſt then perceived : for the 
d, Inſtant I killed the Man, a Muſquet Shot, from the ; 
N- Town, came through the Sand Bags, ſplit my under 7 
ſi- Lip, beat one of my Teeth into my Mouth, and 
knocked me down. Both this Shot and mine, with 
d- which I killed the Soldier, were ſo exactly at a Time, 
that none could diſtinguiſh whether I fell by the Re- 
coiling of the Piece, or the Enemy's Ball. My Hus- 
band, and ſome of his Comrades, ran to take me up; 
and ſeeing me bloody, imagined 1 was ſhot through 
the Head; but I convinced them to the contrary, by 
ſpitting the Ball and Tooth into my Hand, General 
Ingoldsby ſent for his Surgeon, who ſewed up my Lip, 
and took Care of me in the Cure. Lord Auverguerks 
who had ſeen what had paſſed, made me a Preſent 
of Five Piſtoles, and told me, He was ſorry that ibe 
Pains I bad taken, in providing Refreſhment for my Hus- 
band and his Officers, had been attended with ſuch a Miſ- 
fortune. I ſtaid in the Trench till the next Night, when 
our Regiment, for ſo I call that of my Husband, be- 
ing relieved by another, marched off. In a few Days 
the Breaches were ſo wide, that the Beſieged beat the 
Chamade in the Afternoon of the 3oth of September, 
but all Terms were refuſed them, and the Garriſon, 
conſiſting of Two Thouſand One Hundred Men, oi 
the 2d of Oober, were obliged to ſurrender Priſoners 
of War ; the Officers, however, were allowed their 
Swords and Baggage. The Reduction of this Town 
put an End to the Campaign of 1706, in the Loco 
N 


Count rise 


6 on 5 * 1 
. — — — - 
_ 


A" ET EST 
22 os LETS 
ts wt — 
— 2 


— 


. 


82 The LIFE and ADVENTURES of 
Countries. We joined the grand Army, which, under 
the Duke of Marlborough, covered the Siege, 'and, 
in a Fornight after, moved to St. Quintin-Lennicł, in 
order to ſeparate and march into Winter Quarters. 
Our Regiment was quartered in, Ghent, where I was 
delivered of a Child before my Time, which lived 
about Half a Lear. Rather than live upon the Spend, 
an idle Life, I hired my ſelf ro Mr. Dupper, who, 
fince, kept a Tavern on FKfh-Street Hill, and was then 
head Sutler, to be under the Cook. While J was in 
this Service, the Cook had one Day Orders to dreſs 
ſomething for Mr. Stone the Surgeon, which was 
ready for the Table, when Lieutenant St. Leger, of 
General Evans's Regiment of Foot, came into the 
Kitchen, and would have it for himſelf; the Cook 
would not yield to it, and the Lieutenant knocked 
him down : I was thenin my back Kitchen waſhin 

my Diſhes, and ſeeing the Brutality of the Action, 
it raiſed my Spirits, I ran to the Lieutenant, collared 
him, threw up his Heels, and, in the Fall, he broke 
his Leg. Mr. Dupper, Mr. Stone, and ſeveral others 
ran in to know the Grounds of this Scuffle, which, 
upon hearing; every one allowed me to have ' been. 


in the Right. Mr. Stone refuſed to ſet his Leg, which 


was done by a French Surgeon, but after ſuch a bung- 
ling Manner, that it was an Eye-Sore to his dying 


Day; no ſmall Mortification to him, who was a 


tall, ſtrong, well-made, black Man, had a very 


handſome Face, anda genteel, eaſy Shape; all which, 


he needed no- body to tell him, for he had no ſmall 
Opinion of himſelf. He was deſcended from Sir 
Antony St. Leger, who poſſeſſed an Eſtate, as I have 
heard, of Ten Thouſand a Year in Kent, which he 
very. much jmpaired in the Service of King Charles I. 
whoſe Cauſe he ſtrenuouſly aſſerted againſt his rebelli- 


ous Subjects. This Lieutenant was not a little proud 


of his Family, tho' I have heard among the Officers, 


What 
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wat Ground they had for it I can't ſay, that his Fa- 


ther was but a merry-begotten Son of Sir Anthony's ; 
but this, others have contradicted, and given for 
Reaſon, that King Charles II. put our Lieutenant's 
Father and Brother into the Charter-Houſe. The 
Gentleman I am ſpeaking of, was haughty, moroſe, 
and vain: I believe he did not want Courage, notwith- 
ſtanding he was very much of the Bully, a -Gameſter, 
a known Setter, and a Sharper at Play. His Miſ- 


fortune became a ſtanding: Jeſt ; for, whenever he was 


quarrelſome in Company, he was menaced with me. 
Some Years after, | met:him-in the T- Tard Coffee - 
Houſe, where a Gentleman asked him, I/ be knew me; 
he anſwered, He bad ſeen my Face ſome where : Why, 
faid the other, have you forgot Kit Welch, . who broke 
your Leg? He then looked more earneſtly at me, but 
faid no more, -Than D —— ber, ſhe is ſtrangely al- 
tered, ſhe is grown fat. Lis true, ſaid I, in my Perſon 
Jam altered, but not in my Temper z for, ſhould I ſee 


you knock down, as you did, a Man of much inferior 


Strength, as was our Cook, I might, perhaps, give you 
another broken Leg: He returned me fome Curſes, 
which he could do as well as any Officer in the Army; 
for he ſwore a round Hand, and left the Coffee. 
Houſe. | | 


During my Stay in Ghent, the Dutch Woman -with 


whom I ound my Husband at Breda, whom he had 


promiſed never more to ſee; the Condition on which 


1 forgave his Lubricity, had the Confidence to take 


a Lodging oppoſite to ours, and one Day, juſt when 
Thad prepared Dinner, -inveigled-him to an Alehouſe. 
I knew not where he was, and being impatient, went 
out to look him, and was informed by a Neighbour, 
that he was at ſuch an Alehouſe with his Miſtreis. This 
News ſetting me in a Flame, I ran directly thithe-, 


and ſaw them fitting in a Box, the Woman outegmoſt, 


My Rage was fo great, that I ſtruck =: I Ar 
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Caſe Knife, I had undeſignedly brought out in my 
Hand, and cut her Noſe off cloſe to the Face, except 
a ſmall Part of the Skin, by which it hung. My 
Husbänd leaping over the Table, ran to the main 
Guard for a Surgeon, who ſewed it on again; but 
the Wound, however, disfigured her, and I ran for 
an Officer to ſecure them both. My Huſband, by 
Order of the Collonel, was confined, and reprimanded 
very ſeverely, and, had I not interpoſed when my 
Paſſion was over, he had been made run the Gant- 
lope : As he was confined, during my Pleaſure, ] 
was no fooner cool, but I procured his Liberty, 
His Dulcinea did not come off at as eaſy a Rate, 
for ſhe was put into a turning Stool, and whitled 
round, *cill ſhe was dizzy, and fo ſick, that ſhe emptied ' 
her Stomach. This Stool is like a round Cage, big 
enough to hold one Perſon, fixed upon a Spindle, 
and being only railed in, the Criminal is expoſed to 
the Ridicule of all the By-ſtanders. After ſhe had 
undergone this Puniſhment, ſhe was, with great Ce. 
remony, conducted out of the Gates of the Town. 
I own the Violence of my Temper, which 1s a very 
Jealous one, puſhed me on too far in this Buſineſs ; 
for J am ſatisfied, in the Place where I found them, 
they cauld not wrong me; and, indeed, I have 
Reaſon to believe my Huſband never injured me 
with Women from the Time I found him: To fay 
the Truth, 1 can tax his Memory with nothing but 
an unhappy Itch to Play, which he could not be 
broke of, though it almoſt broke me, and was the 
only Cauſe of Uneaſinefs that I ever had all the 
Time I was his Wife. The Woman who raifed 
my Jealouſy, married at Groeningen; I often 
afterwards met her, and was as well pleaſed, as the 
was mortified, at the Figure ſhe made by the Am- 
putation of her Noſe, and its being ſtitched on 
again, | | 8 | 


Soon 
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ny Scon after my rough Treatment of my Huſband's 
pt quondam Miſtreſs, a Man and a Woman were ex 
ly Wl ccuted for a barbarous Murder. He was married to 
in a very handſome Woman at Oudenarde, by whom he 
wt had had three Children, and ſhe was, at the Time 
for he perpetrated this Villainy, big of the Fourth. The 
by Female Criminal was his Servant, a very pretty Girl, 
ed but not to be put in Competition with his Wife, tho? 
ny he gave her the Preference, He carried on an Intrigue 
with this Wench ; and, that he might do it without 
Controul, reſolved to take his Wife off by Poiſon, 
which he accordingly prepared, and bad the Wench | 
put it into her Miſtreſs's Water-gruel, then went to "1 
Ghent. She punctually performed this Order, and it fl 
had the dire Effect propoſed : The poor Woman = 
ſwelled amazingly, and was in the utmoſt Torture; 1 
her little Boy, about nine Years old, hearing his 
Mother cry out in her Agonies, ran and brought her bi 
Relations; but no Remedy could relieve her, and it 
being evident that ſhe was poiſoned, the Maid was 
ſecured, who, in Priſon, to excuſe herſelf, faid, She 
bad put ſomething into ber Miftreſs's Water-gruel, which 
was given ber by ber Maſter to that End, Upon this by 
Confeffion, four Men, one of which was the unhappy 4 
Wife's Brother, were appointed to watch his Return to 
the Town, which was about Sun-ſet : He was imme- 
diately ſeized and clapped into a ſeparate Priſon, and, 
in few Days, the whole Truth was ſifted out; on 
which, they were condernned, and the next Day ex- 
ecuted-; the Maid was beheaded, and the Maſter 
broke upon the Wheel. The Execution over, they 
were hung up in Iron Chains, the Woman by the 
Heels, the Man by the Neck. 8 

As this Year, 1706, was remarkable for the me- 
morable March of Prince Eugene to, and raiſing the 
Siege of, Turin, I believe I ſhall not diſpleaſe my 
Readers, by taking a Step into Italy, and giving a 


86 The. LIFE and ADVENTURES v/ 


ſhort Account of the Situation of Affairs in Save; 
where, the French had ſpoiled that Duke of the greater 
Part of his Country. On the 29th of September they 
inveſted Turin, but the Court of Yer/ailles being af 
Opinion that their Troops in Piemont were not {\f. 
ficient, they withdrew from thence on the 10th of 
October, and attempred Aſti; but failing there, they 
made themſelves amends by the Reduction of Ni, 
which the Duke of 4 week inveſted the 31ſt of 
October, and took, by Capitulation, on the 4th 0 
January of this Lear. 
During the Winter, 2705, the King of Franz 
had made ſuch Preparations for the Reduction af 
the Capital of Savoy, as were amazing, and gave 
every one Ground to believe his Succeſs infallible. 
The Duke, on the other Hand, notwithſtanding the 
French had poſſeſſed themſelves of ſo many of his 
Towns, did not loſe Courage, but did every thing 
that a brave and prudent Prince ought, for the De. 
fence of his Country; employing the Subſidies, he 
drew from England and Holland, in well ſtoring his 
Metropolis with Proviſion and Ammunition, in repair- 
ing the old, and adding new, Fortifications. The 
Town being inveſted about the middle of May, was 
aſſaulted and defended with equal and ſurprizing 
Bravery, tho' with different Succeſs on either Side. 
While at Turin they were furiouſly intent upen the 
taking and retaking the Outworks, Prince Eugene 
began his March for Italy with the Imperial Army, 
greatly reinforced by the auxiliary Troops of England 
and Holland, All that the Duke of Vendome could 
do to impede his March, proved fruitleſs ; he broke 
through all the Obſtacles the French threw in hi 
Way, and ſubſiſted his Army in the Midſt of an 
Enemy's Country, which he was obliged to crols.; 
aſſed ſeveral large Rivers, and, in Thirty- four Marches, 
joined the Duke of Savoy on the 1ſt of September, 
within four Leagues of Turin. The — 
| W 
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ahich this City was reduced, haſtening their Prepa- 
nations, the Army croſſed the Doria on the 6th, 


with Deſign tp attack the Enemy the next Morning, 
as they did, marching up to the Trench, reſerving 


their own, and receiving their Fire, at the very Foot 
of their Entrenchments, where they fell upon- them 
with ſuch Fury, and fo cloſe and terrible a Fire, that 
nothing could withſtand them, The French, driven 
from Trench to Trench, ard purſued with a cruel 


Slaughter, abandoned all their Artillery and Am- 


munition, and ſought their Safety in their Flight. 


This glorious Victory not only delivered the Capi- 
tal, but retrieved what the Duke had loſt, and was 
followed by the Submiſſion of the Milanexe to King 


Charles III. 


End of the Firſt Part. 
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E are now come to the Year 1707, in 
which Marſhal Fillars, forced the Lines 

| of Stolboſſen, on the Upper-Rhine, got a 
WEE conſiderable Booty, took two hundred 
Pieces of Canon, open'd themſelves a 
into Germany, and exacted Contribution ori 
all Hands. The Conſternation this cauſed, made the 
Court of Vienna ſtrenuoufly ſolicit the States General 
and the Electors, to ſend immediate Succours for the 
Defence of the Empire, and offer the Command of 
the Imperial Army as Generaliſſimo; to the Elector 
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of Hanover, the late King George, who accepted it, 
at the Solicitation of Queen Aune and the States Ge. 
neral; but nothing more was done on the Upper 
Rhine this Campaign, than obſerving the Motions of 
of one another. | | | 
The Duke of Mariborough arrived at the Hagi— 
on the 12th of May, and from thence without loſs of 
Time, he ſer our for the Army encamp'd at Lembeck: 
The Attention of all being turn'd on the Siege of 
Toulon, where the Allies miſcarried, nothing of Im. 


portance was done this Campaign in the Low Conwries, 


wherefore, as the Battle of Almaxza was fought this 
Year, my Reader will forgive me if I turn his Eyes 
upon Spain, where the Allies having raiſed the Siege 
of Barcelona, penetrated as faras Madrid, which King 
Philip abandon'd and went to Head the Succours ſent 
him by France, as he declared in his Manifeſto : which 
Succours were ſo conſiderable, that being join'd with 
the Troops that had been compell'd to raife the Siege 
of Barcelona, and had marched through Navarre in- 
to Caſtile; his Army was ſtronger than that of the 
Allies by twenty five Squadrons and thirteen Battal- 
lions, beſides the Inhabitants of the Country, who 
had taken up Arms in his Cauſe. Wheretore the 
Allies ſeeing that King Charles continued ſtill in 4. 
ragon, thought proper to quit this Capital in their 
Turn. King Charles at length join'd the Army on 
the 8th of Auguſt, with two Regiments of Horſe and 
three Battallions; but it was too late, they had [et 
{lip the Opportunity, and the beſt they cou'd now do, 
was to march to the Frontiers of Valencia and Murcia, 
and lo to diſtribute the Winter Quarters as to be able 
to cover thoſe two Kingdoms, with Arragon and Co- 
talonia. King Charles with a few Troops withdrew 
to Barcelona; and on his Retreat, the French took 
in a great Number of Towns, Caſtles, and Forts, 
which had deſerted from King P7i/ip upon the ray 

£ che 
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the Siege of Barcelona. In the Spring, it was reſolv- 
ed in a Council held in Valencia, to aſſemble in one 
Body all the Troops, and by the Way of Aragon 
to penetrate into Caſtile, and deſtroy the Magazines 
which the Enemy had made on the Frontiers. The 
whole Army took the Field on the 6th of April, to 
put the Project in Execution. The Number of the 
Allies were fiſty three Squadrons and forty two Bat- 
talions, which having deſtroy'd the Enemy's Maga- 
zines at Baudera, Tela and Montalegre, they beſieged 
the Caſtle of Villena; but before any Breach made, 
the Enemy, having near Almanza form'd a Body of 
ſeventy fix Squadrons, and fifty four Batrallions were 
preparing to march and join ſeven or eight thouſand 
French under the Command of the Duke of Orleans, 
As the Allies did not imagine the Enemy fo ſtrong, it 
was reſolved in a Council of War held the 24th, to 
attack them before their propoſed Junction; accord- 
mgly they began their March the next Morning, and 
about Noon, coming on the Plain in ſight of the 
Enemy, theſe latter raiſed their Piquet and ranged 
in order of Battle, before the Town of Almanza. 
The Engliſb and Dutch who began the Fight, not- 
withſtanding they behaved with as much Bravery as 
Men could do, were twice repuls'd and the Enemy 
obtain'd a complete Victory: About three thouſand 
were taken Priſoners; the better Part of the Foot 
was cut to Pieces, and the few that remained paſs'd 
the Eber under the Conduct of Lord Galloway and the 
Marquis de las Minas. The Havock made of the 
Allies had been much greater, and poſſibly no Quar- 
ters had been given if the Duke of Berwick had not 
inter poſed. 2 

After this ſignal Victory the Conquerors found na 
Difficulty. to make themſelves Maſters of Reguena, 
and of almoſt all the Kingdom of Valencia; and di- 
viding their Army into three Corps, That under the 
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Duke of Orleans took in Calatajud, and on the twenty il the 


fifth of May appear'd before Saragoſſa. The Gari. and 


fon the Allies left there, withdrew the Night before MW the 
into Catalonia, ſo that the Town came to the beſt Tre 


Terms they could with the Duke, who put into it it w 
two thouſand Men. The Chevalier d' Asfeld, who for: 
commanded the ſecond Corps after having taken and 
Xativa Sword in Hand, left the Caſtle inveſted to join Suc: 
the Troops which the Biſhop of Murcia had ſet on MW guai 
foot, and to beſiege Alicant. In the Interim the Earl The 
of Galloway having drawn out the Gariſons of ſeveral i Swe 
Places, had taken Poſt behind the Szgre, and to main- Mir 
tain it began to raiſe Trenches and Redovts from MW Gar 
Tortoſa even beyond Lerida, but the Duke of Ber. was 
Wick, with a third Body having joined the Duke of to | 


Orleans, it was reſolved, notwithſtanding the exceſ- don 
five Heats, to diſlodge the Exglifþ Generals to crol 1 
the Eber and to penetrate into Catalonia, The Lio 
Canon being arrived, they placed it on the Bank of WW Th 
the Cinca; made fo ſtrong a Fire upon four Squadrons ing 
poſted on the other Side, that they were obliged to not: 
retire: After which the Enemy croſs'd the River, In 
and Fraga having been abandon'd by the Gariſon, All 
they had no Obſtacle to hinder them from beſieging me! 
Lerida. The Fortifications of this Place were in fine the 
Repair; and three thouſand Engliſh, who were in wo 
Garriſon, had had the Precaution to deſtroy the ma 
Houſes, Gardens and Trees that were in the Neigh- 281 
bourhood. The violent Heats being over, the Duke ed 
of Orleans ſent his Foot before, on the roth of Sep- Ac 
tember, and followed them with the Horſe few Days for 
after; but they ſpent near a Month in making Pre- WW on 
parations for the Siege: The Trenches were not Pr 
open'd till the 2d of Ofober, Notwithſtanding the ner 
Beſieged made a gallant Defence, the Afaillants hae 
pulh'd forward their Works. On the 12th the Breach WW tal! 
eve 


was large enough to attack the cover'd Way, where 
» | . the 
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Mrs. CHRISTIAX DAV IES. 5 
the Beſiegers made a Lodgment, after an obſtinate 
and bloody Diſpute of two full Hours. This obliged 
the Gariſon to retire to the Caſtle, before which, the 
Trenches were open'd on the 16th at Night, tho? 
it was Oppoſed by ſore General Officers who opined 
for a Blockade; becauſe the Seaſon was far advanced, 
and that the Earl of Galloway was on his March to 
Succour the Beſieged: But the Precaution taken to 
guard all the Paſſes, rendred his Attempt fruitleſs. 
The Duke of Orleans having carried the Outworks 
Sword in Hand the firſt of November, made ſeveral 
Mines and batter'd the main Body of the Place. The 
Gariſon being thus ſ{trezghtn'd capitulated on the roth; 
was allow'd all military Honours, and to he conducted 
to Lord Galloway the neareſt Way; beſides a free Par- 
don was granted to the Inhabitants. 6 

The Siege of Ciudad- Rodrigo in the Kingdom of 
Lions was next undertaken and taken on Capitulation: 
The Winter drawing on, and the Spaniards not hav- 
ing provided what was neceſſary for new Enterprizes, 
nothing more was done in Catalonia this Campaign. 
In Flanders as I have before ſaid, the French and 
Allies were in a Manner inactive; though the for- 
mer was at home ſecretly employ'd in preparing for 
the Execution of a Project, which had it ſucceeded, 
would have quite diſconcerted the latter, and have 
made Lewis XIV. Triumph for all his Enemies: but 


| asſecret as were his Preparations, they were diſcover- 


ed by the Dutch, who gave the Queen of England 
Advice by a Fiſhing-Boat, that the Deſign was 
form*d and every thing in readineſs to make a Deſcent 
on ſome Part of her Dominions in favour of the 
Pretender, The Event proved, that the States Ge- 
neral were not impoſed upon in the Intelligence they 
had received; for the French embark'd twelve Bat- 
tallions on board a ſufficient Number of Ships, with 
every thing neceſſary; ſome thouſands of PRI 
a 
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and four Millions of Livres. 
1708, the King went to S?. Germains to take his 
Leave of the Pretender, and in wiſhing him a hap- 
py Iſſue, made him a Preſent of a Sword ſet with 
Diamonds worth 50,000 Livres, deſiring him to re. 
member that it was a French Sword. Having made a 
ſuitable Compliment to the King, the Pretender took 
his Leave of the Dolphin and- the other Princes of 
the Blood, and that very Day ſet out for Dunkerk, 
from whence he ſet Sail the 19th at Night, with a 
Number of Voluntiers, bigg with the A of being 
joined by ſuch Malecontents in Scotland, where he 
deſign'd to Land, as were averſe to the Union, and 
with the Troops which followed and the Aſſiſtance 
of ſuch Scots to ſubmit the whole Kingdom of Great. 
Britain. 5 | | | 

The Defigns of France being timely diſcovered, 
the Engliſh and States General ſoon got ready a Fleet 
of forty Men of War under the Command of the late 
Lord Torringion, who, with all the Sail they cou'd 
croud follow'd the French, having Advice of their 
Departure and Courſe. In the mean while ſome Eng 
i Troops drawn out of the Gariſons of Flanders, 


were ſent to England by the Way of Oftend. The 


Pretender came to' an Anchor near Edinburgh ; 
fired the Number of Cannon agreed upon with his 
Partizans; and hoped the Signal would raiſe ſome 
thouſands of Malecontents, who wou'd take Arms to 
ſupport his Pretentions. On the certain Aſſurances 
made him of an Inſurrection, Preparations were mak. 
ing to diſembark his Troops, but the Engliſh by a 

t deal an over Match for the French, appearing 
in Sight, ſuſpended the Landing. A Council was 
held in which it was reſolved to ſend three Ships 
cloſe to the Town to land their Troops in caſe they 


rceived any Commotion in their favour ; but theſe 


ving the Mortification to find none moved, but to 
| 1 repel 


On the 5th of March 
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Mrs. CHRISTIAN Davies 7 
repel them in the Attempt, they were obliged to dro 
3 — and make the belt of en. Way £4 
the Coaſt of France. They were chaſed by the Zng- 
l;þ, and the Saliſbury taken. Thus the Pretender re- 
turn'd to Dunkerk the beginning of April, and all his 
Hopes were diflipated like Smoak 3; the unſucceſs- 
ful Project only ſerved to irritate the Allies againſt 
France, and brought them to a Reſolution of acting 
with more vigour than they had yet done. To this 
End the Duke of Marlborough, who had made a Tour 
into Germany, ſet out for Brabant on the 3d of May, 
and before the end of the Month had drawn the Army 
together. The French alſo on their Side, aſſembled 
their Forces, and the Dukes of Burgundy and Berry, 
who were to command this Year; accompany'd by the 
Pretender and Count Thouloyſe, arrived at the Camp. 
After many Motions the Allies encamp'd near Lovain; 
The French at Genape and Brain la Lieuſe : both Ar- 
mies entrenching as if they defign'd to try which 
wou'd be firſt weary of ſtaying ; but on a ſudden, 


when none expected it, the French, on the 4th of Fuly _ 


at Night, ſent away ſixteen thouſand Men, who 
march'd by the way of Engbien to Alot, and broke 
all the Bridges behind them on the Dendre. The 
Body of their Army coming to Halle, Orders were 
{ent to the above Detachment to march with all ſpeed 
to Ninove, and from thence' the following Night to 
Ghent, each Horſeman with a Foot Soldier behind 
him; they arrived as the Gates were opening, and 
having forced the Guard of Burgbers made themſelves 
Maſters of the Town; upon which, the Gariſon not 


being ſtrong enough to make any Defence, immedi- 
ately capitulated. At the ſame time the Count de la 


Motte, who was in Walloon Flanders, marching with 


a Body of thirteen thouſand Men, and ſome pieces 
of Cannon. to Bruges, found the Town unprovided 
with Troops and fiezed upon it on-the-6th-of this: 


ſame 
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8 The LIFE and AVN TURES of 
ſame Month, after which, he carried Fort Plaſſendal 
Sword in Hand, | 
At the firſt Intelligence of the March of the French, 
the Allies purſued them with all poſſible Expedition, 
and even fell upon their Rear-Guard, but could not 
prevent their continuing their March : wherefore on 
advice of the Loſs of theſe three Places, they march'd 
with all ſpeed towards Oudenarde to meet with the 
Enemy, between the Scheid and the Lys, on their 
Return to the Frontiers of France and force them to 
a Battle. To this end Monſieur Rantzau and Ge- 
neral Cadogan were detached to ſecure the Paſs of 


Leſiines, while the Army bent its March the ſame 


Way. On the 11th about Noon, theſe Officers diſ. 
covered the French Army entrench'd below Oudenard: 
on a Ground encumber'd with Hedges and Buſhes. 
They immediately gave Notice of it to the Grand 
Army, and had Orders ſent back to attack them 
without looſing a Minute's Time. They according. 
ly charged them at the Village whence they drove 
them with great Slaughter. The reft of the Army 
having paſs'd the Scheld, form'd themſel ves as they 
advanced, and began the Fight about four o' Clock 
with a great deal of Reſolution, but the Foot only 
engaged, the Hedges and hollow Ways hindering 
the Horſe from coming in for any Share in the Action. 
The French were driven from Hedge to Hedge and 
every where troden under Foot; however they be- 
haved very gallantly, and diſputed every Inch of 
Ground till being taken in the Rear by eighteen Bat- 
tallions and ſome Horſe, they began to loſe Courage, 
quitted the Field, where they left a great Number 
ef their Dead, and taking advantage of the Dark- 
neſs of the Night, fied in great diſorder and ſhelter'd 


themſelves under the Cannon of Ghent. We could 


not have obtained a more complete Victory. We ſoon 


| after moved to Courtray 3 there, Colonel Cholmonley's 


Men 
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Mrs. CHRISTIAN DAVYIES. 9 
Men, who lay without. the Town, near the Paliſades - 
were drawn up to be reviewed by their Officers, while 
] was going into the Town to purchaſe Proviſions 
for my Tent. The Colonel, who was of a gay, live- 
ly Temper, and pretty, much of what we call the 
Wag, ſeeing me go into the Town, waited for my 
coming out, that he might divert himſelf by reazing 
me, Which he did not a little delight in. I carried my 
Proviſions on a Mare; the Colonel had a ſmall black 
Stone-Horſe, which when he ſaw me returning, he 
turn'd looſe, and the Horſe, like a Brute as he was, 
began to be very rude with my poor Beaſt, and in his 
rough Courtſhip broke me four Bottles of Wine. 
| was ſo 1rritated at this, that having driven away 
his unmannerly Tit, 1 purſued the Col. with Stones, 
but he eluded my Anger by his Flight, and told the 
Officers, hat His Stone Horſe bad an Amour with Kit 
Welch. Some time after this, as I was upon my 
Mare, in a Dreſs convenient for my Vocation, Mr. 
Montgomery, Captain of the Grenadiers in Lord 
Orkeney's Regiment, began to ridicule my Habit, 
and make a Jeſt of my poor Beaſt. I offer'd to run 
her againſt his Horſe for a Piſtole and we would 
both ride. Brigadier Godfrey who was by, laid ano- 
ther Piſtole on my Side. We both went to the 
Place choſen to run upon, and ſtarting at the beat of 
Drum, placed to give the Signal, he ſuffer'd me 
to keep pace wich him ſome time, but finding he 
was going to leave me, I made a furious Puſh at 
him, flung Man and Horſe into a Ditch and thus 
wan the Race. The Brigadier laugh'd heartily at my 
Stratagem, the Captain was half angry, hut I got a 
Couple of Piſtoles; for the Brigadier gave me that 
he had won, and did not much concern myſelf, nor 
ſhould I have given myſelf any Trouble had he been 
irritated, for I may ſafely ſay, I had as little Fear a- 
bout me as any Man in 898 0 od 
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10 The LIFE and ApvxN TURES of 
The Allies having received a Reinforcement of 
German Troops which had follow'd Prince Eugen 
from the Moſelle to the Low Countries, poſſeſs'd them. 
ſelves of the Lines the French had thrown up to co 
ver Walloon Flanders; extended their Contribution 
as far as the Gates of Arras, and made Preparations 
to lay Siege to Liſſe. As ſoon as the heavy Can. 
non and a Convoy of five thouſand Waggons laden 
with Proviſion and Ammunition which Prince Eugen: 
himſelf eſcorted with a Body of forty thouſand Men, 
were arrived, the Town was inveſted on the firſt 
of Auguſt. It was abundantly ſupply'd with every 
thing neceſſary to hold out a long Siege; and 
Marſhal Bouflers, who commanded in it, had with 
him ten thouſand, ſome ſaid thirteen thouſand 
Men. The Trenches were open'd the x 1th at Night, 
and the Works were carried on without Intermiſſion, 
while the Grand Army obſerved that of the French, 
which was daily reinforced : for as the Siege em. 
ploy'd the whole Strenth of the Allies, they could 
ſafely diſgarniſh moft of their Towns, beſides which 
they received a ſtrong Reinforcement led by the Duke 
of Berwick out of Germany; fo that their Army con- 
ſiſted of a hundred twenty ſix Battallions and two 
hundred and eight Squadrons. With theſe confider- 
able Forces, they marched by the Way of Orcbie, 
Bergue, and Pevele towards Phalempin, and having 
taken out of Doway thirty Pieces of heavy Cannon, 
they drew near the Allies the 5th of September, whom, 
though reinforced the Night before by a Detachment 
of 77 Squadrons from the Army carrying on the 
Siege, every one expected they would attack: bot 
the Duke of Mariborough ſoon diſcovering that they 
deſign'd only to retard the Siege, order'd the Tent 
to be pitch'd, fortified his Camp with the utmoſt 
Care, and ſent back to the Siege a Part of the Troops 
he had received from thence. In the Interim of theſe 
* Motions, 


Ra 
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Motions, the Beſiegers having puſh'd as far as the 


Glacis of the Counterſcarp, four thouſand Grenadiers, 
belide thoſe who were employ'd-iri the Works, were 
commanded to give the Aſſault, which began at Night 
on the 9th of September, and à moſt; furious one it 
was. The Enemy's Fire from their Outworks, 


which were not yet demoliſh'd, made a diſmal Ha- 


vock, and certainly this was the moſt bloody Action 
that ever was ſeen: The Aſſailants, notwithſtanding, 
made ſeveral Lodgments on the covered Way ſpight 
of the gallant Reſiſtance of the Beſieged. 3 

There were ſome Engliſb and Duteh Troops poſted 


in the Market Town called Enutrieres, where they 


had entrench'd themſelves : Theſe the Duke of Ven- 


dome cannonaded with forty Pieces of Cannon, which 


made us all conclude, he would at legnth come to 
2 Battle: But he, ſecretly decamping on the 15th, 


lined the Scheld from Tournai to Ghent, and the Canal 


from thence to Bruges: by which he cut off all the 
Convoys the Allies might have had from the 
Frontier Towns, except from Oftend. Eight thou- 
ſand Engliſþ were landed at this Port with a great 
Quantity of Powder and Proviſion, and Stores of all 
Sorts, a great Part of which had already been receiv- 
ed by the Beſiegers. As the Remainder was ſtill con- 
ſiderable, and was every Day encreaſing by freſh 
Supplies from England, Major General Webb and 
Count Nafſau- Woudenbourg were detach'd with thirty 
Battallions to eſcort it; my Husband was in this 
Detachment, whom I follow'd, and the Duke of 
Marlborough advanced beyond Menin, almoſt as far 
as Marquette to be at Hand to ſuſtain us. We were 


jin'd by a ſecond Detachment of twelve Battallions 


and twenty eight Squadrons, and mer the Convoy at 
Hoogleden, where we had Advice that Monſieur 4a 
Motte was marching with a Body of twenty. three 
thouſand Men and better, to attack it near Vynendal, 
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12 The LIFE and AnvgW]IruRES of 


upon which News our Men were immediately form'd 
into two Lines, at the Iſſue of the Deßle near the 
Caftle of Wenendul, and our Generals poſted on each 
Side, a Regiment im the Coppice with Orders to lie 
ſnugg, and not to fire till they were ſure of taki 

the Enemy in Flank. Hardly was this Diſpoſition 
made before the Enemy appear'd in ſight. They 
form'd the Infantry into four Lines, and the Horſe 
ius many, ad ientered the Deſile to attack the El. 
chrte: but they were no ſooner within our Ambuſh 
but they were ſaluted with a general Diſcharge on ei- 
ther Hand, which put their Right and Left into x 
thordugh Diſorder; they however form'd again very 
toon, and even made two Battallions give way a little, 
but Abemarle's Regiment coming up to oppoſe their 
Paſſage directly in their Front, kept them in- Play, 
and gave time to make ſome freſ Troops advance. 
Seeing themſelves attack'd in Front, and open on 
the Flanks to an inceſſant Fire, the two Wings were 
forc'd in diſorder up their Centre, and all of them 
returning the Way they had come, haftened our of 
the Defile, where they left four thouſand of their Dead, 
and ſome Pieces of Cannon. The Preach: General 
not being able to lead on his third Attack, was 0- 
bliged to retreat and ſuffer the Convoy to paſs. We 
had not above fix or ſeven thouſand Men, ſo: that 
they were above three to one. The Conduct of Ge⸗ 
neral Webb greatly contributed to this Victory, which 
however, he paid dear for by the Wounds he te. 
Yeived. I got a fine Bay Horſe with Silver Capp'd 
Piſtols and lac'd Houſeings and Piſtol Bags. ' 1 fold 
my Horſe to Colonel Hamilton for nine Piſtoles; 
my Piſtols to Captain Brown for five Crowns, and 
the Lace of my Furniture, excepting what I referved 
fo lace the Knees of my Husband's Breeches, to-aJev 
at hve Livres an Ounce. 8 8 
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The ſafe arrival of this Convoy; was a Subject of 
great Joy to the Allies, who muſt have raiſed the 
Siege had it miſcarried. As they began to want 
powder in the Town, notwithſtanding the Care that 
was taken to ſtore it with all Neceſſaries in abun- 
dance, the French endeavoured to ſupply them; with 
2 good Number of Bags which their Horſe carried 
behind them. This Enterprize was undertaken the 
very Night after the Battle of Venendal. A De- 
tachment was made of three ſmall Bodies of Horſe, 
with green Boughs in their Hats, which was tlie Di- 
ſtinction of our Troops: the firſt Party ſucceeded in 
this Stratagem, and calling themſelves Germans, had 
the good Fortune to get into the Town; the ſecond 
being diſcovered: were all blown up by our Fire tak» 
ing their Powder, or made Priſoners, and the third 
return'd back the Way they were coming. 
The d, < having, though with the Loſs of 
a great many brave Fellows, made their Way, on the 
third of October attack'd the Half Moon at Noon 
Day : they carried the Work, but before they cou 
lodge them ſelves, the Fire from the Town killed 
two hundred and fifty of their Men; they kept the 
Poſt notwithſtanding. The Siege was carried on 
with ſuch Reſolution, that on the 22d, the Governor 
found himſelf under a Neceſſity of hanging out a 
white Enſign. The Town, after the Capitulations 
were ſigned, was ſurrender'd to the Allies. Seven- 
teen hundred: French Horſe were conducted to Doway, 
The reſt of the Gariſon which was ſix thouſand Men 
retired into the Citadel, which was ſurrounded” with 
a double Ditch and a number of Outworks. 

During this Siege, which was not more bravely at- 
tack'd than defended, as I was one Day a forageing, 
I entered a Chatteau, deſerted by the Enemy, 


and found in it a Basket of Eggs, and another 


of Cocks and Hens, in the Camp Language, Cor Pr 
8 T 
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Corporals and their Wives, which I made free with; 
the Egge I preſented to the Duke of Arg yle, and the 
Fowls to ſome Officers. The next Day I return'd 


to the ſame Place and got Corn, Hay and: Straw. for 


my Mare. The third Viſit I made with a Reſolu- 
tion to ſearch more narrowly, for ſomething of 
greater Conſequence, but ſome of our Men had been 
there, and deceived my Hopes; for I could meet 
with nothing more valuable than what I had before 
carried off; therefore 1 was forced to content mylelt 


with Provender for my Mare. In the time I was 


fearching, ſome of the French Army came in upon 
me and took both myſelf, my Mare and my Forage, 
Fhe Soldiers were quarrelling about the Right to my 
Cloaths, when their Officer came in whom by good 
Fortune 1 knew. He ask'd me, Mbat bad brought 
me thither, and who I was ? I anſwer'd, That 1 
thought he ought to know me, being a Son of Captain 
Maclaughings of Clare's Regiment. (For I was in 
Man's Cloaths ; ) Hel! now Honey, ſaid he, I vat 
not after knowing you before, but give my humble Service 
zo my Cuſhing and Naamfhake, but hearkye now Joy, 
are you Richard or John? Fait ſaid J, in the Brogue 
Jan Richard. Well now Cuſbin replied he, what 
will I do for you ; but indeed Hony nobody ſball meddle 
wid your Tings Foy, but go in te Name of Cott. 1 made 
the beſt of my Way to the Duke of Argyle's Quar- 
ters, where I found bis Grace and the Lord Mart 
Kerr playing at Cheſs. I ask'd them with ſome 
warmth, in a Language which only became a Soldier, 
and a Freedom allow'd my Sex, what they meant by 
baving no better Intelligence and idling their Time at 
Cheſs, while the French were on the point of Cannonad- 
ing us: I had in returning from my Chateau obſerved 
all the Hedges lined and the Cannon ready to play upon 
#5. The Lord Mark Kerr ſurprized to fee his Grace 


pay any Regard to what J had ſaid, told him, Ia. 


4 fooliſh 
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a fooliſh drunken Woman, and nat worth Notice: To 
which the Duke replied, he would as ſoon take my Ad- 
vice as that of any Brigadier in the Army. He then 
ask d me my Reaſons; I told him, and had hardly 
done it, when he found my Intelligence true, and 
that we had ſcarce time to get into the Lines for Safety. 
Sir Richard Temple's and How's Regiment were or- 
der'd to clear the Hedges, and the Duke would have 
gone with them, and probably never returned had 1 
not prevented him by keeping back his Horſez for 


both theſe Regiments were cut to pieces before our 


Horſe and Train of Artillery came up, which ſoon 
drove them to the main Body of their Army. The 
Enemy cannonaded the Duke of Argyle's Quarters ſo 
ſoon, that there was no making a Bed for him there 3 
and he was obliged to take up with one of Straw of 
my making, and Colonel Campbell for a Chum. 
They had no Candles, but I had two of Wax taken 
out of a Prieſts Houſe, and hung up one over their 
Heads in a Paper Lanthorn. Here they ſlept very 
comfortably,. and I took the Opportunity to: ſteal 
the Duke's Wine for the poor Fellows upon the 


Guard who I thought wanted it to comfort them: 


I had left but two Bottles, which occaſion'd the 
Duke's Butler making a great Uproar. Inthe Morn- 


ing his Grace gave me a Piſtole for my early Intelli- 


gence, and at Night I ſpent it on two of his Servants, 
ata Houſe of civil Converſation, where one of them 
was received with fo warm an Affection, that he muſt 
be ungrateful if he ever forgets it, for the Favour 
ſhe beſtowed on him, was of a laſting Sort. I don't 
care to mention his Name, but he was Coachman to 
the Duke of Roxborougb within this Century. 
At the Siege of the City,. Taylor the Corporal, 
whoſe Eye I ſtruck out in defence of my Pig having 
received the Company's Mony, inſtead of paying 
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them, loſt it at Play, and then deſperately ſhot him. 
ſelf thro? the Head. SHAPE ee 5715 df 
The 5th. Day. after the Reduction of Life, - Lord 
Auverkerk died; he was Field Marſhal of the State 
General, and Son to Elizabeth Counteſs de Horne, 
and Lewis de Naſſau, Lord of Lecq, Beverwaert and 
Odyk, natural Son of Maurice Prince of Orange, by 
Mademoiſelle de Malines. 15 
The French were Maſters of the Scheld and the 


"Canal-of Bruges, and had not only broken down the 


Banks near that Town, but had cut ſeveral Dykes to 
drown the Country, from the Scheld, and were ſtrong. 
ly entrenched on that River to prevent the Paſſage of 
the: Allies, and to favour the Siege of Bruſſels, which 
the Duke of Bavaria undertook the 23d of November, 
with a Body of about fixteen or ſeventeen thouſand 
Men drawn from the Gariſon Towns on the Schell 


and the Mace. The Gariſon conſiſted of five thou- 


ſand Men, under the Command of Monſieur de Paſea 
vrho being ſummon'd, refuſed to ſurrender, made 
the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for a vigorous Defence, 
and by a Letter acquainted the Duke of Marlborough 
with the Danger he was in. His Grace on the 14th 
at the Head of a hundred Squadrons, and fifty Bat- 
-rallions, and Prince Eugene with nineteen Battallions 
-and fifry Squadrons -marched to the Scheld to force 
a Paſſage ſpight of the Enemy's Entrenchments. 
This March was ſo ſecret that the French had not 
notice of the Allies directing towards the  Scheld, 
though they had recived Advice of their croſſing the 
Lys. The Count de Lottum, on the 17th about four 
in the Morning, arrived with the Van-Guard near 
to Harlebeek River, and inſtantly laid two Bridges 
led over his Troops and drew up in order of 
Battle. The Duke of Marlborough. who had found 
means to paſs the River at Kirk boven, attack'd 
the Enemy fo briskly at Berchem, that two _ 
2 . 


— 2 - 
* 7 > 


| Mrs. CHRISTIAN Davies 17 
. hindred were lain, fix hundred made Priſoners, 
and the Reſt with Monſieur Souternon, their Com- 


'd WW mander, put to flight. The other French Troops; 
&5 ſted near Oudenarde, under the Command of 


e, Monſieur Hautefort, ſoon followed the Example of 


dl Wl their Companions. Thus were render'd fruitleſs 
y WW theſe Entrenchments, which had coſt the French ſs 

much Care and Fatigue, and the. Allies, beſide a 
he great Quantity of Stores Proviſions, and Baggage, 
he WF with two Standards and a Pair of Kettle-Drums, 
to which fell into. their Hands, had a free Paſſage to 
55 march to the Relief of Bruſſels, to which I muſt now 
0 return. 


ch The Trenches were open'd before it on the 


r, WM 13th; on the 15th the Duke of Bavaria began to 
nd batter the Town with great Fury, between the Gates 
cid of Namur and Louvain : At Ten o'Clock at Night 
u. 5or 6 thouſand Men attack'd the cover'd Way. Ile 
2a! WM Regiment of Dodignies, and the Huſſars, who defend- 
ide edit, reſolutely ſtood the Aſſault, which was repeated 
ce, no leſs than nine Times, and the Fight having laſted 
"ill ix in the Morning, they left the cover'd Way, 
4th and in their Turn, falling in with the Beſiegers, re- 
al: took all the Poſts they had loſt, and made a prodigious 
ons Slaughter of the Enemy, whom they drove almoſt 
rce to their Trenches. It was reported as a certainty, 


irs, that the Beſiegers loſt in this Action two thouſand 


not WF five hundred Men, and the beſieged eight hundred. 
eld, The next Day the Elector did nothing farther than 
the WI batter the Town; bur all the Spies agreed in their 
our Account of his being reſolved to give a general Aſ- 
ear BY fault the Night following, and to canonade the Town 
ge with red Balls, to make an Inſurrection of the Burgh- 
of ers. Neceſſary Diſpoſitions were immediately made 
to repel the Enemy, and to prevent the threaten*d 
Conflagration. About Eleven at Night, when 
every one expected the Signal for the Aſſault, News 
was brought that the whole 3 of the Enemy was 
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in Motion, and ſoon after that, they having had Advice 
of the paſſing the Scheld by the Allies, decamped with 
ſuch Precipitation that they left behind them their 
wounded, to the Number of eight hundred Men; fix. 
teen Pieces of Canon, four Mortars, and a great 
deal of Baggage, to retreat to Namur. 
After the Paſs of the Rhine, and the Raiſing the 
Siege of Bruſſels, the Allies divided their Forces into 
ſeveral Corps, that they might more eaſily ſub- 
fiſt, ſecure a Paſſage over the River, and cut off 
all the Succours, that the Enemy might endeavour 


to throw into the Citadel of Lr/ſe, againſt which the 


Trenches were opened on the 18th of October; and 


as the Beſiegers wanted Powder, the Works were 
carried on by Sapping. As ſoon as they had made 
themſelves Maſters of the Glacis of the firſt Counter. 
ſcarp; they there fixed their Batteries, and mounted 
their Cannon on the third of November at Night, 
After having taken ſeveral Poſts, they at laſt carried 
the ſecond Counterſcarp, and mounted on it four 
Pieces of battering Cannon to play on the ſmall 
Work near the Half. Moon: Thus tar they had pro- 
ceeded when Prince Eugene arrived. He commanded 
the Sap to be continued without firing a ſingle Gun to 
make a Breach; for which reaſon, when every Thing 
was in Readineſs on the Sth of December, the Governor 
beat the Chamade. | | 
The Capitulation being ſigned the next Day, 
Prince Eugene and the Prince of Orange, Statholder, 
or Stadhouder of Friſe, made a Viſit to Marſhal 
Boufler's in the Citadel, where they were received 
with a Salute from the French Cannon, and the Mar- 
ſhal kept them Company, when they returned, 
Next Day the Gariſon marched out, following thell 
Baggage; the Marſhal, who was in the Rear, con- 
verſed near halt an Hour with the Prince of mo 


— 
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All the Officers ſaluted him with their Half-pikes, 
which Salutes he returned with his Hat. 


x- Bruſſels was raiſed encamped at Alaſt. While we 
eat were here I obſerved an Officer, who, by his laced 
Cloaths, I conjectured to be one of the Guards 
the Wl firolling Backwards and Forwards in the Intervals of 
10 the Camp; I fancied he had a mind to ſteal ſome of 
1b- our Horſes, and for that Reaſon watch'd him nar- 
off Wl rowly ; at length I ſaw him lead off a Mare, belong- 
our Wl ing to a poor Woman, into a Ditch, and with her 
the commit, by means of the Bank, the moſt deteſtable 
and WW Sin, that can enter into the Thoughts of Man. Col. 
ere Hwin and another Officer, both of Ingoldesby's Regi- 
ade WW ment, happening at that Inſtant to paſs by, caught 
tet. bim in the Fact, ſeized and gave him into the Cuſtody 
ned Jof the Provoſt, where he remain'd till the Duke, 
olt, who had left the Army returned, when he was tried, 
ried condemned to the Gallows, and executed accordingly. 
four As ſome of my Readers may not know the Provoſt's 
mall WW Office, it will not be amiſs to tell them that he at- 
ends the Camp, and all Offenders are put under his, 


Colour-men, who always precede the Army, eſcort- 
ed by the forlorn Hope, chuſe the ſtrongeſt Houſe 
they can meet with for his Quarters, that he may 
ſecure his. Priſoners. When we march, the leſs Cri- 
minals are Hand- cuſſ'd in the middle of a Guard; 
but notorious ones are chained Hand and Foot, and 
put into the Bread-waggons. The Mare which this 
Officer was enamoured with was ſhot; but the Duke 
1 paid the poor Woman who owned her the full 

alue. | 
Notwithſtanding our Army was extremely fatigued 
with the Number of Motions ; that the Fruits of 
our Campagne were ſufficient to cover our Generals 
| Dx with 


eit The Duke of Marlborough, after the Siege of 


Care, for which Reaſon he commands a ſtrong Guard: 
which goes every where with him, and the Camp 


= 


29 We LIFE and ApvenTures Af 
with Glory; that Winter was already begun, and 


the Froſts very ſharp, we who imagined it would 
be carried no farther, found ourſelves deceived; 
for the Duke could not think of leaving Ghent and 
Bruges in the Poſſeſſion of the French. To form 
the Siege of the former, the Grand Army, under the 
Command of the Duke of Marlborough, decam 

from Bellem on the laſt of November, and marched in 
two Columns to Marlebeck and Malle, ſituated on the 
lower Scheld ; onthe other Hand Prince Eugene, having 
five Days after paſſed this River, encamped at Emname, 
and the Town was the next Day inveſted by Count 
De Loitum, the Hereditary Prince of Heſſe-Caſſe, 
and Count De Tilly. The Duke of Mariboroneb took 
up his Quarters at Marlebeck, that he might be 
nearer to three Attacks, one of which was on the 
Side of the Citadel, another berween the Imperial 


Gate, and that of Bruſſels; and the third, between 


the Gates of St. Peter and Courtray. While every 


Thing was preparing for opening the Trenches, 


which was done on the 13th, and on the 14th a De- 
tachment was ſent to attack the Red-hoyſe on the 
Canal of Sas van Gheni, where, as it is a Place of 
Importance, the French had left a Gariſon of two 
hundred Men. Theſe Forces immediately raiſed 
their Batteries, and made ſo furious a Fire on the 
x5th, that the Gariſon, having in vain offered to ſur- 
render, on Condition they might go off, were com- 


2 


pelled to yield themſelves Priſoners of War. In the 
mean while the Allies puſh'd on their Works before 
Ghent, had already got as far as the Glacis of the 
Counterſcarp, and on the eighteenth, had a Num- 
ber of Batteries of Bombs, and great Guns ready, 
ſufficient to reduce the ' Town to a Heap of 
Rubbiſh ; but the Garifon not thinking it proper to 
expoſe the Town to ſuch Ruin, ſent the Prince of 
Jengbien, and two other Captains to the Duke of 
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Marlborough, who allow'd them to go out with all 
the Marks of Honour. Till the Capitulation was 


got ready to ſign, Hoſtages were exchanged and two 


Gates of the Town delivered up to us. | 
As the Gariſon had flattered themſelves with being 
ſuccour*d, it was ſtipulated in the Capitulation, that 
it ſhould be void, if in a limited Time, the French 
ſhould draw near with an Army and compell us to 


| raiſe the Siege. In effect, when the Court of France 


had Intelligence that Ghent was beſieged, Marſhal 
Bouflers with ſeveral General Officers ſet out from 
Paris for Doway : but having Advice by the Way, 
that the Town had capitulated, he turned back. 

My Husband in the Siege was one of the forlorn 
Hope, a Body of Men under the Command of a 
Lieutenant, order*d to lay the Ropes and to direct the 
cutting of the Trenches; we ſeldom expect to ſee any 
of theſe return again: but here the Danger was 
greater than cuſtomary, as the Night was clear, and 
they were ſoon deſcry'd by the Centinals ; but fo re- 
markably expeditious were our Men, that they were 
all covered before the Enemy had got their Forces 


together to oppoſe them. As I always accompany*d © 


my Husband however dangerous it was, I, as uſual, 
followed him this Time, but Colonel Hamilion ftop- 
ping me, and ſaying, Dear Kit don't be fo forward, 
[ loſt Sight of him, and was ſome time hunting a- 
bout before I could find him; for the Ropes being 
lain, he with his Companions were retired into a 
Turnip Field, and lay flat on their Bellies expecting 
the Trench, which the Workmen were throwing up 
to cover them. Major Irwin told me where he was; 
and both the Major and Lieutenant Stretton, begg'd 
hard of me for ſome Beer; but as I had but three 
Flasks, and fear'd my Husband might want, I had 
no Pity for any one elſe: As the Night was very 
cold, and the Ground wet, I had alſo provided my- 
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ſelf - with a Bottle of Brandy and another of Gin, 
for my dear Richard's Refreſhment. When J left 
theſe: Officers, I met a Lieutenant known by the Nick 
Name of A and Pockets, a ſpent Muſquet- 
Ball had grazed on, and ſcratch'd his Fore-Head, 
which his Fright magnity'd to a Cannon Ball. He 
deſired I would ſhew him to a Surgeon 3 but his 
Panick was fo great, that I believe had he been ex- 
amin'd at both Ends, he ſtood more in need of hav- 
ing his Breeches ſhifted than his Wound dreſs'd. In 
his Fright he left his Hat and Wigg, but they be- 
ing found and reſtored him, and he, at length aſſur- 
ed his Wound was no way dangerous, recovered his 
| ſmall. Share of Spirits, but never his Reputation; 
for he was called by every one Poltrone, and ſoon 
after broke as a Coward. Leaving this Cotfwold 
Lyon, I went to the Turnip Field, where I found 
my Husband in the Front Rank to whom my Li- 
quors were very comfortable. We ſtaid here till the 

Trench was ready for us. The next Morning, as J 
was ſtanding by Colonel! Goſſedge, he received a 
Shot through the Bôdy; I gave him ſome Beer and 
2 Dram, and carried him, though it was very dange- 
rous to Colonel Folke's Quarters, for which Piece of 
Service the Gentleman was extremely thankful, and 
promiſed, if he recovered to reward me handſomely ; 
but he died in three Days. On my leaving him, I 
was ſent for by the Duke of Argyle, to inform him 
what Men we had loſt, The nex: Day a Drum of 
our Regiment went into a very dangerous Place to 
eaſe Nature; I caution'd him againſt it, as I had 
obſerved the Enemy pointed at or near that Place: 
He did not heed my. Advice; but when he was but- 


toning up his Breeches, a Cannon Ball took off both 


his Arms. The Place where he raſhly expoſed him- 


ſelf, was ſo very dangerous, that not a Man wou'd 


venture to go to his Aſliſtance. I ran therefore and 
| carried 
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carried him off to a Surgeon, under whoſe Care he 
was in a fair way of doing well, but a Cold he got 
killed him. . 

At a Mile's Diſtance from the Town, out of Dan- 
ger, as I thought, of any Shot from thence, and near 
the Camp, I pitch'd my Tent, which I ſtored from 


à Garden belonging to a deſerted Brew-houſe, that 


[ had taken poſſeſſion of. I had filled my Tent with 
ſomany Potatoes, Carrots, Turnips, &c. that left but 
juſt room enough to fit down cloſe by the Door. One 
Day a Drake ſhort from the Enemy came in there, 
went through my Tent into my Garden, where I had 
turn'd my Mare and an Officers Horſe, and killed 
the latter 3 I was luckily then a forageing or I had in- 


 fallibly been killed, as I always fat directly fronting 


my Tent Door. This obliged me to remove my 
Tent farther off, that I might be out of Danger. 
While the Siege continued, we had one Day ſo ſevere 
and inceſſant Rain, that not a Man in the Army had 
a dry Thread on his Back, which was followed by 
ſo ſevere a Froſt in the Night, that a Fire I had 
made before my Tent, to dry myſelf and Husband, 
I really believe, ſaved the Lives of a Number of 
our Men. I burnt no leſs than forty Faggots that 
Night, which Colonel Godfrey gave me leave to take 
from a Stack in his Quarters. Two of our Centinals 

were found frozen to Death. 8 | 
When the two Gates were given up, as I have al- 
ready ſaid, I got Leave to go the Day following into 
the Town, where I made fifty Shillings of the Roots 
I carried in from the Garden, for the Gariſon having 
ſecured to themſelves what was in the Town, and our 
Men deſtroyed what was in the Country, the 
Scarcity made the Burghers ready to give me my 
own Price. The Gariſon went out of the Town on 
the 22d of December, fourteen' thouſand in Number, 
with Drums beating, Colours flying, carrying vo 
them 


__ «nov 
. a . 

— 

nd — 


2 


_— 


+00 44 —„— 
2 5 — k 
— . 


1 
= 


24 The LIFE and Apo EN TURES of 


them fix Pieces of Cannon, and were conducted by 
the Way of Gavere to Tournay. The next Day 
the Duke of Marlborough enter'd the Town and waz 
Complemented at the Gate by the Magiſtracy, who 
preſented him the Keys in a Gold Baſon. The 
Zurgbers, who had received the French with open 
Arms, changed Sides with their Fortune, and made 
publick Rejoicings and Thankſgivings in the Churches 
for their Departure, as a Deliverance ardently wiſh' 
for. Theſe Rejoicings were redoubled, on the News 
which ſoon after was brought, that the French had 
abandon'd Bruges, and all the neighbouring Poſts, 
When the Gariſon of this Town heard that Ghent, 
which was well fortified, had capitulated, finding 
themſelves ſummon'd by a Trumpet in the Duke of 
Marlborougb's Name, they prepared for their Retreat 
in earneſt, fearing a longer Delay might render it 
impoſſible : ercfore on the 22d of O ober at 
Night, they he Town and withdrew on the ſide 
of Dixmude and Newport. At the fame time the 
French abandon'd Fort Plaſſendal, the Village of 
Leffiinghen, where they were entrench'd, and all the 
Poſts they had in thoſe Quarters. No ſooner had 
the Enemy quitted Bruges, but the Magiſtrates ſent 
Deputies to the Duke of Marlborough to make their 
Submiſſion to King Charles. His Grace receiv'd 
their Submiſſion, and Gariſon'd the Town with two 
thouſand Men. Thus ended this glorious Campaign, 
the Army was ordered into Winter Quarters 3 our 
Regiment ſtaid in Ghent, where I got a comfortable 
Living by Cooking for, and ſelling Beer to the 
Soldiers. My Horſe coſt me nothing this Winter, 
having procured a ſufficient Stock of Proviſion and 
Straw at my firſt entrance into the Town. 

My Huſband having, by my Intereſt, obtained 
Leave to go out of Town, which no Gariſon Soldier 
can do under Pain of Death, without Permiſſion 3 
5 we 


Mes. CuRISTIAN DAvIiEs; 25 
we went out of the Gate called the Sas, from the 
adjacent River of that Name, to take a View of the 
Country, and met a poor Woman, who wept bit- 
terly; I aſked the Realon of her Tears, and ſhe told 
me that ſhe had three ſmall Children at Home, and 
no Way of providing for them, but. by Running 
Geneva into the Town; that the Exciſe Officers had 
lately ſeized a Parcel which had almoſt ruined her, 
and that now being on the Point of venturing all 
the had, her late Loſs, and the Fear ſhe was in of 
being entirely undone, made her burſt into a Fit of 
Crying. In the Low Countries no Duty is paid for 
what is not brought into a fortified Town, but at the 
bringing any Thing within the Gates it muſt pay a 
Duty to the Officers; ſtationed there to receive it, 
and to prevent defrauding the Cuſtoms. We en- 
deavoured to comfort the poor Creature, and told 
her if ſne would ſtep into the Publick Houſe, which 
was near us, we would do our beſt to help her in, 
running the Geneva into the Town. She very 
thankfully went in with us; ſhe had eleven Bladders, 
each wou'd hold a Stoop, ten of them we we filled 
with Geneva, and the Eleventh with Naſtineſs, 
which the Country People keep in Pits as the belt 
Manure for Flax. I then thus divided the Bladders, 
three I gave to my Husband, two to the Woman, the 


other five, and that deſign'd for the Officers, I tos 


into my Cuſtody : Three of the Geneva Bladders 
were tyed round my Waite next my Skin, two round 
my Neck; ſo that they fell under each Army 
and were covered with my Cloak, and the cleanly 
one I carried in my left Hand, and though viſibly; 
l pretended to endeavour to conceal it. I went on 
in the direct Road, but order'd them to go round. a 
little Lane, and when they ſaw the Officers buſy with 
me, to make a puſh for the Town. I made for the 
Cate; the Officets to my Wilh, perceived the Blogs 
s - der, 
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Languge however was ſo provoking, that I threat- 
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der, and came up to me; I retreated, and keeping 
out of their Reach lured them away from, till! 
-faw my Comerades pretty near to the Gate; 


I then ſuffer*d them to come up to me, who demand. 
ed my Geneva, laying hold of the Bladder 3 I ſoon got 
it out of his Hand who ſeiz'd it, fell on my Knee 


and began a lamentable Story of my Poverty, large 
Family and ſick Children, for whoſe Cure I had 


made a hard Shift to purchaſe it. I amuſed them with 
this deplorable Story till I ſaw my Comerades within 


the Barrier; but finding they were inexorable and re. 


ſolved to plunder me, I took my Sciſſars which hung 


by my Side, and cutting the Bladder ſaid, /ince you 
muſt have it een take it, and flung the Contents in his 


Face. One of his Companions was coming up to 
ſeize me, but I ſhow'd him another Bladder: with 
my Sciſſars, and he retreated, as *tis probable he had 
an averſion to Perfumes. I had now a free and o 

Paſſage into the Town, which I enter*d Triumphant, 
with my Bladder in my Hand. I was no ſooner in 
the Town, but my Husband and the Woman met 
me; She was glad to ſee me fafe, but when ſhe found 
her Liquors were ſo too, the poor Creature wept for 
Joy : and on relating my Adventure, her Laughter 
was as exceſſive, and had the ſame Effect. This Suc- 
ceſs animated us to a ſecond Attempt. The Exciſemen 
ſaw me, and cryed out, there's the Retailer of Soil; 


1 anſwer'd, They fhould find I dealt by Wholeſale, i 


ever they offer d to diſturb me. In ſhort, we often paſs d 
with our Cargoes none daring to moleſt us; till a new 
Officer who did not know me, was ſet on by the o- 
thers ; but as I always went with a Charge, he repent- 
ed his Temerity, for I gave him ſo fœtid a Recep- 
rion, that I thought he would have brought his 
Heart up. His Brethren abuſed me at a Diſtance, 
but did not care to come to a cloſe Engagement; their 


ned 
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no ned for the future to carry a Piſtol and blow their 
11 WM Brains out, the firſt time they durſt come within my 
te; Reach. I did indeed Arm myſelf as I had threaten'd 
nd. but I had neither Powder nor Ball; however, as they 
ZOt had been told my Hiſtory, I was ſo terrible to theſe 
iecz Poltrones, that I believe I might have kept them in 
rge awe with a black Pudding. Beſide the above, I fell 
nad WW upon another Stratagem to deceive thoſe Harpies the 
i Officers of the Cuſtoms. It was this, I had a large 
bin Spaniel which I brought up from a Puppy, he was of 
re- the Water Breed, and had ſuch a rough Coat, that 
ng WW every half Year it fetch'd me three Shillings from a 
ou Hatter. This Dog, who had been taught to Fetch 
his and Carry, we uſed to 8 out with, furniſhed with oily 
Cakes, to the Town Ditch, where we lay conceaPd, 
my Huſband and the Dog on one Side, I on the other 
in the Weeds, till the Smugglers came with Horſe- 
loads of Brandy, &c. and in ſmall Caggs; two or 
three of cheſe we tyed together with a Rope, and 
giving the Dog the End in his Mouth, he would, on 
my Husband's m_ ſwim over to him, and he 
rewarded him with a Cake, after which he would re- 
turn at my Call, with the empty Rope. This Me- 
thod was repeated till all was got over, which they” 
carried into the Town, and we retired till Morning, 
when we enter'd the Gate publickly. The Smug- 
glers paid us three Crowns a Night for our Dog and 
Attendance. - At this Place, I was with Child and 
long'd for Eeles, which one Hugb Jones ventured his 
Liſe, by going out of Town without Leave, to get 
for me, by robbing the Wicker Baskets in the Moat : 
I mention this becauſe he was afterwards my Second 
Husband, and often had attempted my Virtue, in the 
Life of my Firſt, who for the Tenderneſs he ſnhewed 
me in this Action bequeathed me to him, in caſe of 
Survivorſhip. Indeed he took all Opportunities to 
gain my Affections, and convince me of his own ; 
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and I muſt acknowledge it was to his Aſſiduity and WM dei 
Tenderneſs, that next 0 God, I owed the Preſervation MW ha 
of my Life, when I was ill and not able to help my det 
ſelf; in which time he alſo took Care of and ſupport. MW « 
Mare: 1 | T 
There was at this Time a pretty young Fellow in Net 
Gariſon with us, a Voluntier, but in whoſe Regiment «C 
J cannot readily call to Mind; he was the younger ) 
Son of a Gentleman of good Fortune who gave him * / 
fo handſome an Allowance, that he maintain'd a Ut 
Servant and two Horſes 3 dreſs'd as well as any Of. MW <: 
cer, and kept the beſt Company; he was very for. MW <{ 
ward in every Action, never ſhun'd but rather court. MW «© 
ed Danger, and in the midſt of the greateſt always Wl * 1 
ſhew'd a great compoſure of Mind in his Counte. MW « : 
nance: He was not above Eighteen, but very re. 
ſerv'd, and ſomewhat haughty. This Gentleman re- 
ſented the Freedom I took with ſome Officers where 6.1 
he was in Company, and told me, I was very Im. 
ertinent, The Affront nettled me ſo much, that! 6 
called him a Petit Maitre, and ſaid if it would not 6 
be a Diſgrace to me to ſet my Wit to Boys, I would MI = 
teach him better Manners by giving him the Co- 
rection his ill Breeding called for. He anſwerd WM be 
with a Piſh only, and turning his Back on me, fail Tas 
to a Captain, you ſee the Fruits of making mean Po- 
ple familiar: you ought indeed to bear with it, becault WM © 
you have encouraged her taking ſuch Liberties, and thit WM © 
brought her Impertinence upon you ; but *tis hard upon m Ml * 1 
who always have avoided ber. You will do well, repſyd MW 21 
I, to be careful in avoiding me for the Future, and wert 
home in a Paſſion, dreſs'd myſelf in one of my Hu. 
band's Suits, for he had two very handſome ones MI 7: 
had bought him out of my Capital, which was na I 
yet quite exhaufted, put on my Silver hilted Sword, Bil pr 
and went to a young Woman's Houſe whom th WW or 

| Cadet viſited. I asked for her, and 9 W 

WG ; Fire 
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deſrred to ſpeak with her in private. As ſoon as ſhe 
had carried me into a Room, and ſeated herſelf, 
defiring me to fit, ſhe asked my Buſineſs. * Madam, 
«ſaid I, to be ſhort with you, I have often ſeen, and 


as often admired you; I am now come to tell you -- 


the Paſſion you have inſpired, which I can no longer 
« conceal 3 it gives me too great Torture. I know 
© you have ſome Engagements with a young Eng- 
« if Cadet, which have hurt your Reputation: but 
© to give you the molt convincing Prodf of my Fond- 
© neſs, if you will promiſe to caſt him off, and never 
« ſee him more, I will not only marry you, but mait- 
© tain you as the Wife of an Engliſh Gentleman of 
Fortune, as I pretend, and you will find me to 

and promiſe on my Honour, never to reproach you 
* with your former Life.“ Sir, ſaid ſhe, you are 


very free with my Character. Madam, replied I, 
not more fo than che World; for I learn'd it from 


* common Fame.“ Which, anſwer'd my Damſel, 

© will allow a common Lyar : however, Sir, you talk 
ſo much like a Man of Honour, that I can forgive 
the Liberty you have taken, and deſire a little time 
* to conſider on what you have propoſed.* I told 
her, what ſhe might term but a ſmall Space, a Man 
as paſſionately in Love as I was, would count an Age: 
*] will give you to conſider, continued J, till To- 
* morrow Ten o' Clock, which is not leſs, by my 
Computation than a Month's Delay; and rifing 
up ſaluted her and took my Leave.“ I was punctu- 
alto my Hour the next Morning, and ſhe told me, 
* ſhe accepted my Conditions, and 'as a Proof that 
* ſhe would be juſt to them, ſaid, I laſt Night refus'd 
tn fee the Cadet, notwithſtanding he was very urgent. 
| ſtaid with her three Hours, in which time I had 


promiſed her Mountains; a Life which ſhould be but 
one continued Round of Pleaſure, and an Affection 


which no Time ſhould have force to alter. 9 
b : g | ; d y N L m 
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my Viſit, I had the Satisfaction to hear her Servant 


tell the Cadet, who came to ſee his Miſtreſs, that ſhe 
was not at home, and that ſhe had left word, in cafe 


be came to the Houſe, in her Abſence, that ſhe ſhov'g 


take it as a Favour, his giving over viſiting her, 
which would beſide ſave him a fruitleſs Trouble, 
He ſaid, I ſuppoſe ſve has ſome new Favourite, I ſhall 


find bim out; and flung away in a Rage, which gave 


me the moſt ſenſible Pleaſure. I took my Leave ſoon 
after, and was going home to ſhift my Dreſs, when 
I ſpy'd my Cadet at a little Diſtance, who watch'd 
his Miſtreſs's Door. He haſtened after me, and 
ask d what Buſineſs I had in that Houſe, which he 
ſaw me come out of. Sir, ſaid I, By what Authe- 
rity do you ast me? Here, ſaid he, is my Commiſſion 
to examin you, laying his Hand on his Sword, and, ! 
doing the like, replied, Here is my Reaſon for not an- 


 feeering you. We both drew, the Moment my 
Husband paſs'd by, who knowing me, alſo drew and 


got between us, ſaying, My dear Kitty whats the 
Meaning of this! At theſe Words the Cadet look- 
ing earneſtly in my Face knew me, put up his Sword, 
laugh'd heartily, and taking me by the Hand, ſaid, 
Let us be Friends for the future; I am glad 1 have mt 
& more dangerous Rival; come Kit, Tl give you and 
your Husband a Bottle and Bird for Dinner. You fee, 
ſaid I, what it is to affront me; for I bave made but 
2e Viſits to your Miſtr eſs, and in them bave made ſuch 
a Progreſs, that you have been twice refuſed Entrance. 
An Officer of our Acquaintance coming by, he pre- 
vailed on him to keep us Company. , The Cadet 
carried us to the Couronne Imperiale, where he order'd 
a handſome Dinner; after which we drank a hearty, 
Bottle, were very merry with the Manner of my 
Revenge; he begg'd Pardon for having affronted 


me, promiſed he would be no more guilty, and en- 


treated me to undeceive his Miſtreſs, whom he — 
5 13 caſil 
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eaſily forgive agreeing to honourable and ſuch allur- 
ing Conditions as I had offer d. I reconciled them, 
and we were all good Friends the little Time he 
ſaid in the Low Countries, which was but ten Days 
after; for his elder Brother dying by a Hurt he re- 
ceived by a Fall in Hunting, his Father ſent for him 
over, and he carried his Lady with him to England. 
I have already ſaid that a very great Froſt imme- 
diately follow'd the taking of Ghent, and that two 
of our Centinels were found frozen to Death. This 
Froſt continued, and was ſo terribly ſevere, that a 
Number of People, Fruit Trees, ad ſown Seed per- 
iſhed by the Cold. This hard Winter occaſion'd a 
very great Scarcity and exceſſively raiſed the Price 
of all manner of Proviſions, eſpecially in France, 
where almoſt all the Vines were Froſt-nipp*d to the 
very Roots: So that of many Years before, that 
Kingdom had not been in ſo deplorable a Situation. 
The Treaſury. was exhauſted by the Expence of the 
War: Trade was interrupted by the Number of 
Ships the two Maritime Powers kept conſtantly cruiz- 
ing in all parts of the Seas to prevent the Importa- 
tion of Goods: The Farmer was not only incapa- 
ble of paying his Rent, but even of ſupplying the 
Towns with neceſſary Proviſions: Ina word, th 
were in the utmoſt Deſolation. To the Cries of the 
miſerable harraſſed People were join'd publick Acts 
of Devotion to appeaſe the Anger of Heaven, to de- 
precate their then preſent Miſeries, and to obtain a 
ſpeedy Peace, which they look'd upon as the only 
Remedy to theſe oppreſſive Evils. The King gave 
his People to underſtand that he was ſenſibly rouch'd 
with their Sufferings, and declared that he was in- 
clined to give them Peace, whatever it coſt him. In 
effect he ſent Meſſieurs Voiſin and Rouille, to Holland 
in Appearance upon the Affair of the Fiſnery; but 
in earneſt to ſet on foot a Negociation with the _ 
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The Seerct was fo cloſely kept all the time the Con. 


ferences. were held at the Hague, that n one had any 
certain Knowledge of What was upon the Carpet: but 
the Number ot extraordinary Couriers, which were 
obſerv'd td paſs and repaſs, gave ſome inkling of x 
Treaty of Peace, and Hopes of an happy Iſſue; 
more eſpecially when they ſaw the Duke of Marl. 
borough who had been at all the Conferences go for 
England on the 2d of May, and return again on the 15th 
N. 8. accompany'd by Lord Toconſbend, whom the 
Queen had — — the Character of Envoy 
Extraordinary to treat on a Peace. The French King 
ſent Meſſieurs Torcy and Pajot, to haſten its Concluſion 
Notwithſtanding the Proteſt made by King Philip, 
that he would never renounce the Crown of Spain, 
but was reſolved, on the contrary, to maintain his 


Right to it by the Sword to the laſt drop of his Blood, 


the Conferences were carried on more briskly than ever, 
and ſometimes protracted to Midnight. On the 28th 
of May, N. S. Articles were prepared and ſigned by 


the Plenipotentiaries of the Allies, Beſide a great Num- 


ber of Towns in the Low Countries, on the Rhine 
and elſewhere, which France gave up by theſe Ar- 
ticles, Charles was declared in them lawfull King 
of all the Span; Monarchy ; and it was agreed that 
Philip and his Family ſhould quit that Kingdom by 
the firſt of September, and in caſe of his refuſal, that 
the King of France ſhould join his Arms to thoſe of 
the Allies to compel} him by Force. 

Meſſieurs Torcy and Pajol ſet out for the Court of 
France with the Preliminaries agreed upon: but at 
the Time that every one thought the Peace in a man- 
ner concluded, Advice came that Lewis XIV. could 
never conſent to aſſiſt in dethroning his Grandſon, and 
for that Reaſon had rejected the Articles: Thus va- 
niſh'd all the Hopes conceiv'd of the Pacification of 
_ 


The 
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The Negociations of Peace had not ſuſpended the 
neceſſary Preparations for continuing the War: Up- 
on their being broken off Mr. Roxille ſer out on his 
return to France on the gth of June, V. S. and the 
Duke of Marlborough on the ſame Day for the Army. 
The French being intrench'd near Arras, in a Camp 
covered with Woods and Marſhes, which render'd 
it impracticable to approach them, the Duke turn'd 
back upon Tournay, a very ſtrong Town, where 
Monſieur de Surville commanded a Gariſon of four 
thouſand Men, We inveſted the Place on the 27th of 
June, N. S. and while Preparations were making to e- 
pen the Trenches, the Prince of Orange Stadhouder 
of Friſe, at the Head of thirty Squadrons and twelve 
Battallions appeared before, and made himſelf Maſ- 
ter of Saint- Amand, and at the ſame time another 
Detachment took Fort de la Scarpe Sword in Hand. 
In the Interim, the Line of Circonvallation was fi- 
niſhed and ſeveral thouſand Faſcines, Gabions, Pali- 
ſades and other Materials neceſſary for the Works 
were got together, and the Trench was opened on 
the 7th of July, N. S. before the Caſtle by four Battals 
lions and two thouſand Workmen under the Com- 
mand of Count Lottum; before the Horn-Work of 
the ſeven Fountains,. by three Battallions and two 
thouſand Workmen, commanded by General Schu- 
lembourg z and by General Fagel, at the Head of the 
like Number of Soldiers and Pioneers near the Gate 
of Marville, Notwithſtanding the Diligence of the 
Beſiegers, the Siege was likely to prove a very te- 
dious one, becauſe the Boats on which the Artillery 
was embarked could not get up the Scheld higher than 
Oudenarde on account of the Shallowneſs of the Water, 
and the Banks raiſed by the French the preceding 
Tear to turn its Courſe, ſeveral of which were yet 
ſtanding. However this Obſtacle was obviated by 
cutting a new Canal; and the Artillery being at 
F legeth 
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length arrived, we began en the 13th to batter the 
Out-Works. Aſſiſted by the Fire of our Batteries, 
General Fagel puſh'd on his Works to the very brink 
of the Ditch, which on the 17th he began to kill 
up. Count Lottum, was on the lame Day pretty near 
as far advanced with his; and the Night before, Ba- 
ron de Schulembourg having tarried the Horn-Works 
Sword in Hand, made a Lodgment there, and more 
over poſſeis'd himſelf of a neighbouring Ravling. 
Mor ſieur de Surville finding himſelf thus ſtreighten'd, 
on the 28th between Seven and Eight in the Even- 
ing hung out the white Flagg at the three Attacks, 
The Capitulation was ſigned the next Morning, and 
the Gariſon withdrew into the Citadel all the Works 
of which were mined. 
At the Expiration of the Truce agreed upon, to 
give the Gariſon time to retire into the Citade}, Count 
Lottum and the Baron de Schulembourg attack'd it in 
two different Places, and a Reinforcement of thirty 
Battallions and {ix Squadrons were ſent them from 
the Grand Army. Four Days after the opening the 
Trench, Mr. de Ravignan ſent by the French King 
arrived in the Camp of the Beſiegers, and having ob- 
tain'd Leave to ſpeak to one of the Officers of the 
Citadel, the Governor ſent the next Day a Project of 


Agreement to the Allies, by which he engaged to 


ſurrender on the 5th of September, if he was not be- 
fore ſuccour'd : All Hoſtilities were to ceaſe during 
that Interval, between the Beſiegers and Beſieged, and 
a Gate of the Citadel was to be given up to the for- 
mer on the 8th of Auguſt, if the King of France 
approved the Agreement; for whoſe Approbation 
Monſieur de Ravignan returned to the Court: but 
nothing was concluded upon, becauſe the King inſiſt- 
ed on extending the Truce to the two Armies; where: 
fore the Fire was again begun, and ſurely never was 
ſo much Fire ſeen from beneath the Earth, Ab the 
1 f | Ita 
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Citadel was every where mined round, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Induſtry and Fatigue of the Allies to 
diſcover them, they played off no leſs than thirty 
eight, at only Count Lottum's Attack, in twenty ſix 
Days time: ſo that we often ſaw hundreds of Men at 
once fly into the Air, and fall down again piece-meal, 


or buryed alive; and if any were dug out living, the 


were miſerably ſhattered in their Limbs,” or half- 


roaſted. Very often the Miners on either ſide met, 


and fought with as much Fury under Ground, as they 
did in the Trenches: However the Place was ſo 
violently attack'd, that the Governor hung out the 


White Enſign on the 3 iſt of Auguſt : N. S. but as the 


Befiegers would allow him no other Terms than his 


ſurrendring Priſoner of War, he broke of the Parley 
and threaten'd he would blow all up before he would 


ſurrender on ſuch Terms. On this the Siege was 


once more begun, and the Governor given to under- 
ſtand, that if he perſiſted in his Deſign he muſt ex- 
pect no Quarter. This Threat made him change his 
deſperate Reſolution, and he accepted the Conditions 
offer d him; but with a Promiſe that the Gariſon 


ſhould be exchanged as ſoon as poſſible, for a like 


Number of Priſoners taken by the French. 


My Husband's Regiment was one of thoſe that 


attack*d the Citadel. One Day Lord Cobbam coming 


into the Trench, order'd the Engineer to point a 
Gun at a Wind-Mill between us and the Citadel, and 
promiſed a Guinea to whoever fired and brought it 
down: I immediately ſnatched the Match out of the 
Man's Hand who was going to fire, clapp'd it to the 


Touch-hole, and down came the Wind- Mill. 


jor Petit, before I fired, bid me take care the Canon | 


Ma- 


did not recoil upon me, or break the Drums of my 
Ears, which I had forgot to ſtop. I was in too much 
haſte to get the Guinea, and not minding the Cau- 
tion, I was beat backwards, and had the Noiſe of 
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the Cannon a long while after in my Ears: The 


Officers could not refrain Laughing to ſee me {er 
on my Backſide; but as I was not hurt, I had ac- 


_ cording to the Proverb, Let him laugh that wins, the 


moſt Reaſon to he merry about the Mouth, for Lord 
Cobha m, always better than his Word, gave me two 
Guineas, faying, I was a bold Wench, inſtead of 


one he promiſed me; General Fagel gave me another, 


and four Officers gave me a Ducat a Piece. | 
Soon after Captain Brown mounting the Trench 


| had his Leg ſo miſerably ſhatter'd by a Muſquet 


Shot, that the Surgeon was obliged to cut it off, 
His Servants and Nurſes not having the Courage to 
hold the Candle, I perform*d that Office, and was 
very intent on the Operation, which no way ſhock'd 
me, as it was abſolutely neceſſary. 

During this Siege, or indeed any other, I never 
loſt an Opportunity of Maroding; to this End | 
was furniſhed with a Grapling Iron and a Sword, 
for I muſt acquaint my Reader, that on the approach 


of an Army, the Boors throw their Plate, Cop- 


per, &c. into Wells; their Linnen they bury in 
Cheſts, and for their own Security they get into for- 
tiiy'd Towns or under the Shelter of ſome ſtrong 


Place. With my Graple J ſearched all the Wells 


I met with, and got good Booty, fome times 
Kitchen Utenſils, Braſs Pales, Pewter Diſhes, &c. 
ſometimes a Silver Spoon. With my Sword, which 
J carried to diſcover what was buried, I bored the 
Ground, where I found it had been lately ſtirred, 
This I learned of the Dutch Soldiers in Ireland when 
King William was there, for they diſcovered by this 


Method, and took away a Cheſt of Linnen my 


Mother had hid under Ground, with a large Quan: 
tity of Wheat, While I was one Day buſyed in 
ſearch of Plunder, I heard behind me a great burſ 
like a ſudden ſhort Clap of Thunder, and jr. 
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nimbly round, I faw the Air full of ſhattered Limbs 
of Men. This happened, as I was informed, at my 
Return, by a Spark from a Pipe of Tobacco ſetting 
Fire to a Bomb, by which fifty Shells and twenty- 
four of our Men were blown up; bur luckily, our 
Magazine of Powder,” though near the ſame Place, 
eſcaped. As J have often ſaid, where-ever my Huſ- 
band was ordered upon Duty, I always followed him, 


| and he was ſometimes of the Party that went to ſearch 


for and draw the Enemy's Mines, I was often engag- 
ed with their Party under Ground, where our En- 
gagements were more terrible than in the Field, be- 
ing ſometimes near ſuffocated with the Smoak of 
Straw which the French fired to drive us out, andthe 
fighting with Pick-Axes and Spades, in my Opinion, 
was more dangerous than with Swords, I have in the 
Journal of the Siege, taken notice of the Number 
of Mines ſprung; one of which blew up four hun- 
dred of our Men, and another narrowly miſs'd carry» 
ing up a whole Regiment, which was juſt drawn off 
28 it was fired, ſo that the defign'd Execution was 
by Accident prevented, and only eight Men loſt. 

After having haſtily filled up the Works before 
Tournay, the —— of Heſſe- Caſſel began his march 
at the Head of ſixteen thouſand Men, to inveſt Mons, 
the Capital of Heynault, and to take Poſſeſſion of 
ſome Poſts in its Neighbourhood, eſpecially along 
the River Trouille, which runs by that Town. On 
the 4th of September he was followed by the Reſt of 
the Army, but the Rains and the Streightneſs of the 
Ways was ſuch an Hindrance to our march, that 
the French had Time enough, having alſo decamped 


to march to Blangies, and poſt their Horſe in a Plain 


between two Woods, in which they had placed their 
Infantry, The Allies, at their Arrival, found the 
Enemy thus poſted, and reſolved to attack and drive 
them from their Camp : Bur as they would undertake 

| | 5 nothing, 
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{ 
nothing, without the Aſſent of the Deputies of ' the 
States, who were not yet come up 3 the French took 
the Advantage of that Time to make their Camp in. 
acceſſible, by covering it with a triple Entrenchment. 
Notwithſtanding this new Obſtacle, the Allies pre. 
pared for a Battle, very early in the Morning, on 
the 11th, N. S.; and with all imaginable Reſolution, 
at eight o Clock, marched up to the Entrenchments, 
Our left Wing, commanded by the Duke, charged with 
ſuch Bravery, that we drove the French out of the 
two firſt Entrenchments, cutting all to Pieces that 
oppoſed us; but could not force the third, which 


was defended by a great many Pieces of Cannon, and 


felled Trees Jaid a thwart: however we ſome time 
maintain'd the Ground we had got upon the Enemy, 
tho? expos'd to the Fire of their Artillery, which 
{ſwept down whole Companies at a Time; but at 
length ſeeing our Number terribly diminiſh'd, we 
were obliged to abandon the two Entrenchments we 
had carried, In the mean while the Foot of the 
Right, commanded by Prince Eugene, having made 
through the Wood into the Plains, after a moſt ob- 
flinate Reſiſtance of the French, gave the Horſe an 
Opportunity alſo to force the Entrenchment joining 
to the Wood, The Horſe on both Sides were engag- 
ed with an unparallell'd Fury: but the Allies con- 
tinually getting Ground, as their Troops enter'd the 
Entrenchments, the Advantage was viſibly on their 
Side: They put to Flight the main Battle, and by 
that gave an Opportunity to their Left Wing which 
had returned to the Attack ta recover the two En- 
trenchments, which they could not before keep, and 
alſo to carry the third: This was followed by an 
entire Defeat of the French Army; which at three 
in the Afternoon took to Flight, and in its Turn, 
by the Confuſion they fled in, loſt a great Number 
of Men, ſo that the Slaughter on both Sides 55 
5 really 
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the Wl really terrible; for as far as I could ſee, the Ground 
ok vas covered with dead and dying Men. The Allies 
in. W loft fourteen thouſand Men killed, wounded, or 
nt. W Priſoners: The French nineteen thouſand. 
re- The Night before the Battle of Taiſnieres, Lieute- 
on nant-General Dedem went off with a Detachment to 
on, throw himſelf into St. Guilain, which, the Duke of 
ts, WW Marlborough was aſſured, the French Gariſon had 
ith abandoned; but the General, in his March receiving 
the certain Advice to the contrary, inſtead of two hun- 
nat WW dred Foot, which he deſigned to ſend thither from 
ich Cenappe, drew from thence five hundred, and ſuſtain- 
nd ed them with two Squadrons. Col. Haxbuiſen, who 
me Wl commanded this Detachment, ſent a Drum to ſum- 
1y, mon the Garriſon, having, as he drew near the Town, 
ich extended his Front, that he might make a greater 
at Shew of Number: On a Refuſal to ſurrender he gave 
we the Aſſault that very Day, and after a Quarter of 
we an Hour's Diſpute he carried a Barricade, and ad- 
vanced behind a Houſe on the right of the Battery 
on which the Chamade was beat; but as they had not 
done it ſoon enough, they were forced to ſurrender 
Priſoners of War. „„ 
Our Army now inveſted Mons, into which the 
French found means, eight Days aſter the Battle, to 
introduce a Convoy of Ammunitions, Proviſions, 
Money, and a thouſand Men; the Trenches were 
opened on the 25th over-againſt. Fort Berteaumont, 
by the Engineer General Hartel, with four Battal- 
lions, and two thouſand Workmen ;z and before the 
Gate of Havre by two Battallions, and alſo two 
thouſand Workmen under the Command of the En- 
gineer De Bauffe, We were terribly hindered by 
the Rains, which obliged us to bottom the Trenches 
with Faſcines, and to drain them by cutting a long 
Gut, which reached as far as the Trouille : But not- 
withſtanding all Obſtacles, we puſhed on our Ap- 
| | proaches 
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proaches ſo briskly, that having finiſhed our Batte. 
ries, we were ready to give the Aſſault to the Horn. 
work near Berteaumont Gate on the 20th of Oæscber: 
The Gariſon however prevented us by beating the 
Chamade. Deputies came out of the Town, and re. 
turned again by eight o'Clock with the Articles of 
Capitulation, which they brought back the nent 
Morning with the Governor's Approbation. At 
Eleven o'Clock we were put into Poſſeſſion of Niny 
Gate; two Days after the Gariſon marched out; the 
French were conducted to Maubeuge, the Spaniar; 
and Bavarians to Namur. The. Reduction of this 
Tovn terminated the Campagne in Flanders. 
When we left Tournay, and before the Inveſting of 
Mons, as the Army marched towards the French 
Lines, I choſe to go with the Camp-Colour-Men, 
who attended by the Forlora Hope, march at ſo 
conſiderable a diſtance before the Army, that they 
are often cut off before any Force can come up 
to their Aſſiſtance, which though ic makes it 
the moſt dangerous Poſt, it is the moſt profit 
able, if there is any Plunder to be got, as there are 
but few to ſhare it. In our March, I eſpied at 
ſome Diſtance a great Houſe, which I, advancing 
before the Camp-Colour-Men, ran to, leaving my 
Horſe to the Care of a ſick Serjeant, who was glad 
of the Opportunity to ride. I here found fix Couple 
of Fowls with their Legs tied, a Baſket of Pigeons 
and four Sheep, who were alſo tied, and ready to 
be carried off; but I ſuppoſe, upon our Appearance, 
the People made the welt of their Way to ſecure 
Things of greater Value. One of the Sheep | 


killed, dreſſed, cut off a Leg, and all the Fat. 
The other three I loos'd and turned into the Yard; 
by the Time I had done our Men came up with me, 
and I put the Carcaſs of the Sheep on my Mare be- 
fore the Serjeant ; the Fowls | hung about my Neck; 
drove my Sheep before me, and ſo marched . 
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itte. place deſigned for the Camp, called Havr?. Being 
orn.: here arrived, while they were fixing Boughs for the - - 
ber: ¶ Diſpoſition of the Camp, and marking out Ground 
the for every Regiment, I pitched my Tent near a de- 
Ire. ſerted Publick-Houſe, allotted for Col. Hamillon's 
; of Ml Quarters 3 turned my Sheep to Graſs, and hung up 
ex: my Mutton on a Tree to cool: I then went into the 
At Colonel's Quarters, over which, as ſoon as it was 
im Ml appointed, a Guard was ſet, but by a Bribe, I ſtruck 
the him fo blind, that he could not ſee me, and my Huſ- 
ri: band's Comrades, who lent a friendly Hand, carry 
thi off a large Quantity of Faggots, Hay and Straw fer 
my Mare and my own Bed; fill all my empty Flaſks 
» of with Beer, and row] off a whole Barrel to my Tent. 
ch Having made theſe Prizes, I cut up my Mutton, 
en, laid by a Shoulder to roaſt, the Neck and Breaſt to 
: ſo make Broth 3 dug a Hole with a Hatchet to boil my 
hey Pot in, which, the Fire being made, I ſet on with 
up the Mutton and Sweet-herbs, and was enjoying my- 
it lf by a glorious Fire when the Army came up. 
fit. ¶ Col. Hamilton and Major Erwood came to my Fire, 
are ¶ and were not a little ſurpriſed to fee I had gotten fo 
at many Things in Readineſs. I ſhew'd them my Pro- 
ing Wl vifions of all Sorts 3 upon which the Colonel ſuſpecting 
my that I had plundered his Quarters, asked where I had 
lad Wl got my Barrel of ſtrong Beer. I told him that falling 
ple in with ſome Boors, I drove them before me, and 
ons Wl made them bring me what I wanted; to which he 
to i civilly replied, D— you, you are a lying Devil. 
ce, il Come, ſaid I, you Mutton-Monger, will you give me 
ure WF Handſe]/? They called for a Gallon of Beer, and 
> | WW drinking a little, gave the Reſt among ſome of the 
at. Men, and ordered the Shoulder of Mutton to be roaſt- 
d; ed, which I did by pitching two forked Sticks into 
ne, W the Ground, putting it on a jointed Spit, and ſetting 
be- 2 Soldier's Wife to turn it. I made four Crowns a- 
ck; ¶ piece of my Sheep, beſides the Fat which I fold to a 
9 G Woman 
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Woman, who made mold Candles'for the Men, at 
made a good Penny of my .Fowls and Pigeons. A 
Body of Troopers, and fome Huffars, being ordered 
out to reconnoitre in the Woods at Taiſnieres, before 
the Enemy entrench'd themſelves, and to cover 
the Foragers, with ſtrict Charge to return, at the 
firing of a Cannon, I being one of the Foragers, took 
my Mare along with me, leaving another Horſe 
which I had bought of a Hufſar,in an Orchard, near 
Brigadier Lalo's Quarters, and digging a Hole, I by. 
ried my Money. When we were ſome Diſtance 
from the Camp I pufhed 4orward, on which Quarter 
Maſter' Hankey and Lieutenant Mackenny, bid me 
not be too ventureſome, I anſwered that I ſaw 10 
Danger, and haften*d on to a large Houfe, which! 
enter'd, and found a Bed ready made; two or three 
Tubs of Flower; an Oven full of hot Bread; a con- 
ſiderable Quantity of Bacon and Beef hanging in the 
Chimney, a Basket full of Cocks and' Hens, with tw 
Pots of Butter. I emptied the Feathers out of the 

Fick to cover my Mare with, left the hot Bread 
ſhould burn her back, then threw the Feathers out 
of the Bolſter, into one End of which I put my Bread, 
and into the other my Beef and Bacon; my Pots of 
Butter I flung on each Side of her, took my Fowls in 
my Hand and mounted ; which I had ſcarcely done 
when J heard the figna! Gun, an alarm given the 
Foragers, that the whole Body of the Enemy wa 

coming upon us, and that their ſeeming to march to 
the left, was only to cover the Fileing off their Infan 
try into the Woods. The Terror with which the 
Foragers were ſtruck at the News is hardly credible; 
the Fields were ſtrewed with Corn, Hay, and Uten- 


ſils, which they had not the Courage to take along 
with them, nay ſome, whoſe Horſes were at a little d- 
ſtance, rather choſe to loſe, than venture to fetch, them: 
I jogged on towards the Army, but ſeeing ps 
n | ruis 
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1M Truſs of Hay Tying, and fearing my Horſes might 
Ant, the Danger could not make me withſtand the 
d Temptation; I leaped off my Mare, clapped it upon 
ro MW her, and mounting again got ſafe to the Place where 
er the Army lay. I was ſurpriſed to ſee all in Motion, 
be WM however I ſtaid to kill my Fowls, fetch my Horſe 
and Money that J had buried, ſtrike my Tent, with 
which and other Things I loaded him and followed 
the Army. My Husband being in the rear, I had 
an Opportunity of converſing with him; he was ex- 
tremely melancholy, and told me this Engagement 
would moſt certainly be the laſt he ſhould ever ſee: I 
endeavoured to laugh him our of this Notion, but he 
inſiſted upon it, that he ſhould be killed, which 
proved bur too true. In our March, ſo heavy a Rain 
fell, that we were Ankle deep, and ſeeing a little 


ree 

n. Child of one of my Husband's Comerades, I took it 
the vp leſt it ſhould be loſt in the deep Clay. At Night, 
wo when in Sight of the Enemy, our Army halted and 
the lay that Night on ſome fallow Ground, on which 
ad vere many Heaps of Dung, and he was a happy 
"ut Ml Man, who could get one to ſleep upon. I left the 


Army and went to a great Houſe in the Rear to dreſs 
my Proviſions; I led my Horſes into the Houſe, 
which by the Help of one Armſtrong, a Butcher, and 
of Lord Orkeney's French Baker, I unloaded. Next TI 
the made a great wood Fire, with what I found, dried my- 
was {lf and the Child, and laid it on ſome Straw before the 
Fire. I had now Leiſure to look out for Forage for 

fan. my Beaſts, and found ſome Flax, Hay and Clover, 
the with the firſt I littered them, threw the other before 
gez them, and locking them up in a handſome Parlour, 
ten thought of dreſſing ſome Victuals; in Order to 
ons MW which I went to the Well for Water, and found a 
d. Bucket, which is not common, for the Boors, as 
em: they had ſeveral Things in the Wells, commonly cut 
. them away. In letting 2 my Bucket I thought 
"rul | * it 
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Hopes of finding ſomewhat better worth within the 


left her with her Father, whom J ſoon found, and 
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it ſtruck againſt ſomething which founded like x 
braſs Kettle; I was not out, for letting down my 
Drag I brought one up; and at the next throw! 
fetched out a Braſs Pai), in which was a Silver Quan 
Mugg in a Fiſh-skin Cafe. - I made ſeveral other 
Cafts, but brought up nothing more: wherefors 
leaving the Well, having taken what Water I want. 
ed, I ſet it on the Fire, pulled my Fowls, which 
with ſome of my Hung-Reef and Bacon I clappe 
into the Pot, and then ſtepped into the Garden to cu 
ſome Sprouts, waſhed and put them in, and leavin 
the Care of the Cooking to Armſtrong and the Baker, 
ſtrolled over the Houſe for Plunder; but after ſearch 
ing ſeveral Rooms, I found nothing worth carrying 
off, but what was too cumberſome, wherefore I b 
fited the Cellar, where I found, to my great Joy, x 
Barrel of excellent ſtrong Beer. I immediately ran 
up for, and filled my Pails; as I was returning with 
theſe full, I happened to ſtumble againſt an inwarl 
Cellar-Door, which flying open difcovered another 
fmall one: I haſtened up with my Beer, full of 


little Door. I found rwo Ruilets and two Quart 
Bottles of Vinegar, and two more of very good 
Brandy, with which I filled my Flasks, and placed 
all my Booty in the Parlour where my Beaſts were 
fhut up. My Proviſions being ready, I clapped 
them and à Quantity of Beer on one of my Mares, 
having firſt rezaled my two Aſſiſtants, who were not 
a little thankful, for Proviſion was then ſo ſcarce in 
the Army, a Guinea and half was offerred for an 
Ounce of Bread, and there was no Probability 0 
getting any Supply *ll the Battle was over, which 
we expected would be, and as I have already ſhewn, 
was very bloody. I filled the Child's Belly, filled 
her Apron with Victuals, and taking her with me 
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who was very ill of an Ague, lying in à miſerable 
Condition on a Heap of Dung. He would fam 
have had me taken Care of her, but I could. not un- 
dertake the Charge. Leaving her, I went in Search 
of my Husband ; and after a confiderable Fime, as 
there was fo great a Fog, I could ſcarce fee a Yard 
before me, I met with one of our Regiment, who 
cried out, here comes the Piflure of. Plenty. I asked 
for my Husband, and he ſhewed him ſaſt afteep, with 
his Head on his Comerade's Backſide. I awaken'd 
him, and bid him ask what Officers or Soldiers he 
thought fit to eat with bim, eſpecially ſuch as he 
was obliged to; for I had brought a large Quantity 
of Proviſions. I fer the Bread, Butter and Beef be- 
fore his Comerades, who ſerting down on the Dang, 
made a hearty Meal, though they had no. Table- 
cloth, Knives, &c. reſerving the Bacon, Fowls and 
Sprouts for my Husband and the invited Officers, 
who were Colonel and Captain Hamilton, Colonel 
Irwin, Capt. Roſs, Major Maclane, and Col. Folks. 
Two Fowls, ſome Bacon and Beef I gave to my Huf- 
band and his Serjeant, when every one of theſe were 
farisfy*d, I gave the remainder of my Proviſions to 
ſome young Recruits, who not being innured to 
Hardſhips, were ready to periſh with Hunger. 1 
had ſet a part ſome Pullets with Eggs for the 
General Officers, and fought out my Lord Orkeney 
whom I found with the Generals, Lumley, Webb, 
Withers and Lord North and Grey. As ſoon 
as Lord . Orkney ſaw me, he asked if I had 
any Beer to give him? I anſwer'd, I had enough 
at his Lordſhips Service, but T thought he had 
better eat before he drank. That's true, ſand my 
Lord, if I knew where to get it, but I don't believe 
there is any thing in the Army. You gueſs pretty 
near the Truth J replied, for I don't believe any one 
has a Morſel except myſelf; and if you could take 
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up with Fowl, Bacon, Sprouts, and hung Beef, I have 
them ready at your Service, and ſet them before him, 
This was a very agreeable Surprize to them all; 
they tore the Meat with their Fingers, and eat v 

heartily ; but wanting Water to mix with their Wine, 
on ſome” Soldiers refuſal, I went to the Well within 
Muſquet ſhot of the Enemy and fetch'd them ſome, 
I remember one of the Company propoſed a Motion 
of the Army, not only without the Duke of Marl. 
borough's Order, but contrary to his expreſs Com- 
mand, which was to keep ourſelves in readineſs to 


march on the Word given. Lord Orkney ſaid, they We 
ought: to wait till his Grace's Orders came, for he ſibl 
durſt ſay, he knew better than any in the Company tle, 
when to give them, and thought it was their Duty Gu 
to wait. On this, another whoſe Name I purpoſely W el 
conceal, ſaid, that his Grace was gone into the Wood Re 
in cloſe Conference with his Nephew the Dake of ly 
Berwick, and wiſh'd it was not to ſell the Army of 
the Allies: Lord Orkeney with ſome Warmth, an- bat 
ſwer'd, that it was ungenerous as unjuſt to har- th: 
bour a Thought ſo injurious to the Duke's Honour, im 
and ſo contrary to his Nature; that he would be bound N. 
Body for Body, that he was incapable of any thing do 
which could caſt a Blemiſh on his exalted Character, m. 
than which no Man breathing could, with Juſtice, in 
boaſt a greater, nay, he knew none that could equal un 
him. The Duke of Argyle, join'd the Company, fa 
and ſoon after, went open Breaſted among the Men WW M 
to encourage them to behave as became Engliſhmen ; nc 
You ſee, Brothers, ſaid he, I have no conceal'd Ar- he 
mour, I am equally expoſed with you, and I require N 
none to go where I ſhall refuſe ro venture: Remem- th 


ber you fight for the Liberties of all Europe and the 1 
, Glory of your Nation, which ſhall never ſuffer by ſy 

my Behaviour, and I hope the Character of a Briton Vi 

is as dear to every. one of you. To do him * d 
4 b E 
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ve be always fought where the Danger was greateſt, and 
m. W encouraged the Soldiers more by his Actions than by 
il; W his Words. The Duke of Marlborough had indeed 
ry a Conference with the Duke of Berwick which gave 
ne, bim an Opportunity to view the Enemy's Batteries, 
in which was of ſignal Service to us. At his Return 


ne, he gave Orders for the cutting Fafcines, which were 
on to fill up a Moraſs between us and the French, after 
rl. which a Battery was raiſed, and our Guns playing 
m- upon the French Battery ſoon diſmounted the Cannon 
to which the Duke had noted, and was covered by the 
ey Wood, by which the Entrenchment was more acceſ- 


he ſible. I have already given an Account of this Bat- 


ty Guards firſt entex'd the Wood, and tho' they be 


ly WM cxllantly were repulſed with prodigious Loſs 3 our 
od egiment”ſeconded their Attack, and was as rough- 
of ly handled. 9 | 

of enter*'d the Wood with Small Beer for my Hus- 
in band; tho? the Shot and Bark of Trees flew thicker 
z than my Reader if he has not ſeen Action, can well 
Ir, imagine; not a few Pieces of the latter fell on my 
nd Neck and gave me no ſmall Uneaſineſs by getting 


Ng down my Stays. My Dog, which I have before 
mentioned, at the Entrance of the Wood, howled 
in a pitiful manner, which ſurpriz'd me, as it was 
unuſual. A Man near me, who was eaſing Nature, 
ſaid, Poor Creature, he would fain tell you that his 
Maſter is dead. How, faid I, is he dead! I know 
not, replied he, if he is dead or not, but I am ſure 
he is very much wounded. This brought into my 
Mind his foreboding that he ſhould be killed in 
this Battle. I was almoſt out of my Wits ; but tho? 
I feared the worſt, my Hopes of finding him alive 
ſupported me. I ran among the Dead and turned o- 
ver near two hundred, among whom I found Briga- 


dier Lalo, Sir Thomas Pendergraſs, and a great Num- 
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Husband's Body, which a Man, who was a Stranger 
to me, tho* I was not unknown to him, was ſtripping, 
At my Approach he went off and left his Booty; 
fearing the Effects of the Rage I was in at the Sight 
of my dead Husband, and I certainly had killed him, 


eould I have laid my Hands on him; for I was in 6 


great a Fury, that I bit out a great Piece of my right 
Arm, tore my Hair, threw myſelf on his Corps; 
and ſhould have put a Period to my Life had I had 
any lnſtrywent of Death. Here I lay ſome time 


before my Tears flow'd, which at length gufh'd forth 


in ſuch Abundance, that I believe the Stream ſaved 


my Life, at leaſt my Senſes. While I wasdeploring 
my Loſs, Captain Roſs came by, who ſeeing my 
Agony, could not forbear ſympathizing with me, 
and drop'd ſome Tears, proteſting that the poor 
Woman's Grief touch'd him nearer than the Loſs of 
ſo many brave Men. This Compaſſion from the Cap- 
tain gave me the Nick-Name of Mother Roſs ; by 
which I became better known than by that of my 
Husband. After my Tears had a little reheved me, 
I took my Husbands Body, laid it croſs my Mare, 
which J led into the Ground, dug a Grave, bury'd 
him, and would have thrown my ſelf into the ſame 
Pit had not ſome of his Comerades, who were at 


Hand, prevented me. Seeing I was prevented, 
mounted my Mare tho' almoſt naked, for ] had in 


my Diſtraction torn off great part of my Cloaths, 


and puſh'd into the Wood, notwithſtanding I had no 


Arms, to wreek my Vengeance on the Frencb, of 
whom our Army was then in purſuit, reſolving to 
tear in pieces whoever fell into my Hands: nay had 
I had Strength and Opportunity, I would have given 
no Quarter to any Man in the French Army. I was 
running full ſpeed after them, and was near Man. 


beuge when Captain Uſber laid hold of my Mare and 


forced 


ber more of my beſt Friends, before I found my 
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ny forced me back, or I had infallibly been either killed 

rer or taken. The former I did not think a Misfortune; 

but mine did not end with my Purſuit, for my Di- 

55 ſtraction render'd me incapable of looking after m; 

he WW Buſineſs, giving myſelf up ro my Grief and Tears, 

n. W which employ'd my whole Time for ſeven Days, in 

0 Tranſports running to my Husban'd Grave and en-: 

bt deavouring to remove the Earth with my Hands, 

d that I might have another view of the dear Man, 

ad whom I lov'd with greater Tenderneſs than I did my- 

ne ſelf, and for whoſe Safety I would not have heſitated 

at facrificing my own Life. I always found my poor 

ed Dog lying on his Maſters Grave; but at my draw- 

no ing near, he ran to the Rear of the Regiment, where 

my poor Huſband us'd to be while living. The 

e, poor Creature's. Gratitude was fo great, that for eight 

or Days, I could not get him to eat any thing: Our Re- 

of moval from the Place and Time, mitigated his viſi- 

p. die Grief. I myſelf, tho? often importuned, touch'd 

by Wl nothing of Suſtenance for a whole Week. The 

ny Prince of Orange, near whoſe Quarters my Tent was 

ge, pitch'd, and who heard wy Cries, was ſo charitable 

re, as to order his Servants to fetch me to Meals, faying, 

„de Poor Woman weeps 55 and Day, and will I 5 

me ear kill herſelf, which wou'd grieve me. They obey- 

t ed his Highneſs's compaſſionate Orders, and would 

; I WW f*t the choiceſt Meats before me, but I could touch 

in nothing; I only enjoy'd the Comfort of the Fire, 

hs, and the Liberty of taking Coals to make me one in 

no W my Tent. The firſt who prevailed on me to touch 

of Meat, was a Scots Cameronian, who forced me to a 

to Tent where he had got a Breaſt of Mutton ; but I 

12d vas fo weak that I could not ſupport the Smell of 

en the Meat, but fainted away with the firſt Bitt between 

vas my Teeth; lay a long time as dead, and was | 

n. brought ro my Senſes by very flow Degrees: which | 

ind Colonel Hamilton's Lady MeWrings ſhe ſent for Fs 
an 
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and order'd what was-more ſuitable to my Condition, 
After I had eat a little, ſhe endeavoured to divert my 
Melancholy, and frequently would have me to Din- 
ner with her, at which time ſhe would chide me in 
a gay Manner for grieving for one Man ſo much, 
when the Battallion afforded a Number, out of which 
I might pick and chuſe?; ſometimes again ſhe would 
very gravely reprefent to me the Sin of Sett-Murder, 
which would be the Conſequence of indulging to my 
Grief: That it was beſide diſputing the Will of 

God, which we ought to obey with Reſignation, and 

not preſumpruouſly to call his Will in Queſtion. Col. 
Hamilton often ſeconded his Lady's Charity, and in 

about fix Weeks I began to get thebetter of my Grief, 

though it was long before I could entirely ſhake it 

off. In this Time my Affairs went backward; | 
had neglected every Thing, and left my Tent to the 

Care of a Drummer and his Wife, who were ſo good 

as to conſume my whole Suhſtance by ſinking. the 

Produce of my Effects, and their Generoſity to ſuch 

as came to ſpunge under the Pretence of Viſits of 
Condolance. My Mares fared better than I did; tor 

one Hugh Jones, a Grenadier, whom 1 have betore 
mention'd, took them under his Care, and provided 

them every Night with Forage which he got from 
Captain Humes's Stables. He had often 1ollicitel 
me in my Husband's Time, but finding me entirely 
averſe to even the Thoughts of injuring my Husband, 
he gave over his Suit and eſteemed 'me for my 
Honeſty. My Husband being dead, this Efteem was 
changed to Love; he now renewed his Suit, and 
courted me for a Wife. His Care of my Mares, hi 
having ventured his Life to ſave my Longing whe! 
I was with Child at Ghent, and his daily endeavyout- 
ing to oblige me, together with his Threats of put- 
ting an end to his Life if I continued obſtinate, pre- 
vailed on me to marry him in the Camp, _ g 
; | | | eek 


- 
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Weeks after my Husband's Deceaſe, on Condition 
that he ſhould not eat or Bed with me till we were 
in Gariſon, which he agreed to, and kept his Pro- 
miſe, however contrary to his Inclinations. M 
Marriage being known had like to have cauſed a 
Duel between a Serjeant and my new Husband, the 
former ſaying The Cow that Lotos moſt aſier her Calf 
went ſooneſt to Bull ; the latter took him up in a very 
ſharp Manner, and if others had not interpoſed, and 
made them Friends, after the Serjeant had acknow- 
ledged that he was in the Wrong to reflect upon me, 
he might have repented his being witty. | 
After the Reduction of Mons, our Regiment was 
gariſon'd at Ghent, where we ſpent the Winter with- 
out any Event worthy of Notice; wherefore I ſhall 
paſs over this Winter Seaſon, and go on to the Oper- 


ations of the enſuing Campaign, after I have taken 


a ſhort View of Affairs in Spain; as this Year was 
fought the Battle of Almenara, where we quitted 
Scores with the Spaniards, for the Loſs we ſuſtained 
in that of Amanza. The Emperor ſent his Brother 
King Charles ſome Troops from Italy, which arrived 
very opportunely to check the Progreſs of the 
Enemy, who had carried the Town and Caſtle of 
Alicant ; defeated the Portugueſe in the Plain of Gaa- 


diana, and lived at Diſcretion in their Country. 


Philip himſelf took the Field and directed his March 
to Catalonia; but having Intelligence that the French 
were order'd to run no Hazard, he returned to Ma- 
arid very much diſſatisfy'd, and there found a gene- 


ral Conſternation on the Intelligence they had of the 


King of France having recalled his Troops. Re- 
ſolving to make the next Campaign in Perſon, he 
cauſed very great Levies to be made, ſet our on the 
zd of May, N. S. arrived the 10th at Lerida where he 


held a Council of War, in which it was reſolved to be- 


ſiege Balaguera, but the Waters being out, and hav- 
H 2 y ing 
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frighten'd with a Cannon Ball, in the 
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ing Af1vice of the Reinforcement his Competitor 
had r-ccived from Daly, after he had inveſted the 
Town, he judg'd it proper to draw off from before 
it and return to Lerida, King Charles being inform 
of this March, privatcly rais'd his Camp and march- 
ed with ſuch Expedition, that having paſs'd the 
Neguera with the greater part of the Army at Noon, 
on the 27:h of July he march'd to meet the Enemy, 
who immediately drew up on the riſing Ground of 
Almenara with forty Squadrons, which were all their 
Horſe, and eight or ten Battallions while the reſt of 
their Foot advanced. On another riſing Ground 
which commanded that where the Enemy was poſt- 
ed, the Allies mounted fourteen Pieces of Cannon, 
and without ſtaying for the Right Wing, charged 
the Spaniards ſo briskly with ſixteen Squadrons, that 
they broke and drove them upon their Foot that 
were in the Bottom, whom they trod down, and caul- 
ed ſo great a Confuſion, that throwing away their 
Arms and leaving their Baggage, Tents and a Num- 
ber of Cannon and Waggons, they fled by the Favour 
of the Night which was coming on, to Lerida. King 
Philip arrived there at Midnight, very much diſpleas'd 
with the Behaviour of his Horſe. On his arrival, 
he was blooded, having been thrown by his Horle, 
ngagement, 

After this Victory which coſt the Allies but four 
hundred Men, they took in Ballaſtro, Eſtadilla, Sari- 
Zena, Gueſqua, Abaſtello, and Moncona, all the Ga- 
riſons of which Places were made Priſoners of War, 
and a great part of the Kingdom of Arragon, as far 
as Hueſca ſubmitted to King Charles, who decamping 


from Moncona on the 12 of Auguſt, endeavoured to 


bring the Enemy to a ſecond Battle. He paſs'd the 
Ebre near Ozera on the 19th, and march'd directi 
to them, who commanded by the Marquis 4: 


Bay, were poſted on the riſing Ground of 


Fariexd, 
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Jariexo, ſtretching the Left towards Saragoſſaz he 
had the Ebre behind him, and the little River Huebra 
covered his Front. Each Army preparing on the 
19th of Auguſt at Night, for a general Engagement 
the next Day. The Spaniſh Cannon began to play 
on the very dawn, and made a terrible Fire on the 
Allies, who notwithſtanding march'd up in order of 
Battle, as well as the Ground would allow, and re- 


ceiving with ſurprizing Intrepidity the Enemy's Eire, . 


began the Attack at eleven o'Clock. The Generals, 


Amez.aga and Maboni repulſed the Left Wing of the 


Allies, and purſued them as far as Alagon and the 
Ebre, which Advantage gave the Spaniards great 
Hopes of the Victory: But General Staremberg, 
charging in his Turn the Left Wing of the Enemy 
and taking them at the ſame time in Flank with a 
part of his Foot poſted behind Hedges, they threw 
themſelves in diſorder on the main Body, which they 
put into Confuſion, and cauſed an entire Defeat of 
their whole Army about four in the Afternoon, Kin 

Charles, who had the Satisfaction of ſupping that 
Night in the Tent of his Competitor, took ſixty two 
Colours and Standards, twenty two Pieces of Cannon, 
all the Equipages, fix thouſand private Men, and four 
hundred Officers. General Mahoni, who with fome 


of the Runaways, had thrown himſelf into the Caſtle 


of Alfaxerea near Saragoſſa, was ſummon'd, and 
having no Hopes of Succour, obliged to ſurrender 
Priſoner of War with thoſe who had follow'd him. 

After this Defeat, Philip, with an Eſcorte of two 
hundred Officers, took. the Road of Madrid, where 


he arrived on the 24th. He immediately order'd 


Mony and Proviſions to be ſent to his ſcatter'd 
Troops, and drew five thouſand Men from the Fron- 
tiers of Andaluſia, to reinforce his Army, which was 
drawing together. In the Interim, Saragoſſa Capital 
of Arragon, ſubmitted to King Charles, and 1. _ 
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a Preſent of ſeventy thouſand. Pieces of Eight, with 
a Quantity of Cloathing, Amuniton and Proviſion 
for his Army. After this the Allies marched to Ma- 
drid: On their Approach, Philip not thinking him- 
ſelf ſecure, ſent the rich Furniture of the Palace to 
Validolid, which he the next Day follow'd, with the 
Queen; the Prince of Aſturia, and all the Privy. 
Council, and Grandees of the Court, He paſſed by 
the Way of Montejo de la Vega, the antient Seat of 
the Kings of Caſtile, and arrived the 16th at Validolid, 
having 3 the Caſtilians by a Letter, to return 
to Madrid in the Space of a Month: This Promiſe 


however, did not prevent the Town's ſubmitting to 


King Charles: General Stanbope having ſummon 
it on the 21ſt, four Deputies were ſent to Alcala dt 
Henares; after which a general Amneſty was pro. 
claimed and publick Rejoicings continued for three 
Days. The Allies having taken out of the Church 
of our Lady d' Atocba, the Colours they had former- 
ly loſt, encamp'd at Camllejas; and King Charl: 
took his Quarters in the ſtately Seat of Count Aguilar, 


a league diſtant from Madrid. On the 28th, he made 
his Entry into that Metropolis, preceded by Count- 


Galves's Regiment, and follow'd by his Guards, he 
march'd through the Streets {of Alcala and Call 
major, to the Gate of Guadalaxara, and from thence 
through the great Square to our Lady d' Atocha, 
where he heard Maſs. He left the Town the fame 
Night, without taking a View of the Royal Palace 

The Promiſe Philip had made the Caſtilians to re- 
turn to Madrid in a Month, he made good ; for the 
Troops he had drawn together from all Quarters 
form'd ſo conſiderable an Army, that the Allies were 
obliged to quit that Town on the 11th of November, 


and to withdraw to Toledo, which had ſubmitted to 


King Charles. Philip, who return'd to Madrid the 


3d of December, with Duke Vendome and the Privy- 


Counſellors, &c. 
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Counſellors, &c. who followed him, ſet out three 
Days after, to place himſelf at the Head of his 
Forces. His Deſign was to follow the Allies in their 
Retreat to Arragon, and bring them to a Battle, in 
which, in all likelihood, he would have had the Advan- 
tage, they being divided into ſeveral Corps, that 
they might more eaſily ſubſiſt. On Advice that Ge- 
neral Stanbope was at Bribuega, with eight Battallions 
and as many Squadrons, he ordered it to be imme- 
diately inveſted. The Cannon having open'd a Breach, 
the Troops made the Aſſault and puſhed to the very 
Centre of the Town, and, after a Defence of twenty 
eight Hours, compell'd this numerous Corps to ſur- 
render Priſoners of War; but on this Condition how- 
ever, that the Officers ſhould not be ſpoiled of their 
Equipages and Horſes. General Staremberg hearin 

the Danger that Stanbope was in, march'd with all 
the Army to his Succour, and in the Night fired ſe- 
veral Cannon to give him Notice of his Arrival. On 
the 10th, he advanced as far as the Plain of Villavi- 
cioſa, whither the Spaniſh Army, after the Expedi- 
tion of Bribuega, march'd in order of Battle to meet 


him, they being greatly 3 in Number. The 
Duke of Vendome with the Right Wing, attack'd the 
Left of the Allies, which he overthrew in an inſtant; 
then taking their Horſe in Flank, routed them and 
drove the Foot, who maintain'd the Fight till Night, 
when, they fled towards Seguenca, leaving behind them 

their Cannon and wounded Men, with a great Num- 


ber of Waggons. The Germans give a quite diffe- 


rent Account, and ſay that the Main Body and Right 


Wing conſiſting of thirty Squadrons and ſixteen Bat- 
tallions, were five different times attack'd, and not 
only at length entirely defeated the Enemy's Horſe, 
but drove the whole Army of the Spaniards beyond 
the Tajune; killed ſix thouſand and remained Maſters 
of the Field and all the Cannon till Noon of the next 


Day. 
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Day. But this is not at all likely, for *tis certain, 
that this Battle fix*'d Philip in that Throne, the Po. 
ſeſſion of which, was the Ground of this bloody War, 
But to return to the Low Countries. | 
Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough ar. 


riving at the Army on the 20th of April 1710, N. . 


decamped that very Night, to ſeize on the Bridge at 
Jendin, and the upper Grounds of Courieres. The 
French no ſooner ſaw the Van-Guard of the Allies, 
bur they quitted their Lines, which covered Walloon. 
Flanders, and which had coſt them ſo much raiſing; ſo 
that the Duke of Wirtemberg and Lieutenant General 
Cadogan enter'd them, without ſo much as drawing a 
Sword. On the other Hand, Monſieur d' Artagnon, 
who was poſted behind the Scarpe, with forty Bat- 
tallious and thirty Squadrons, not only abandon'd the 
River the very next Day, but alſo the four Towers; 
Marchienne, Hanon, and Saint Amand, threw ſome 
Troops into Bouchain, and withdrew under the Can- 
non of Arras. This ſucceſsful opening of the Cam- 
paign, was followed by the Siege of Doway, inveſted 


the 23d. This Town, in which, Philip the Second 


King of Spain, founded a Univerſity in 1560, was 
taken by Lewis XIV. in 1667, five Days after the 
Trenches were open'd, ſince when that Monarch had 
it regularly fortify'd, and raiſed a Fort on the Scarpe 
Half a — of a League diſtant from the Town. 
We open'd the Trenches in two Places on the North 
ſide of the River the 3d of May at Night. While we 


carried on our Works, Marſhal Villars, having rein- 


forc'd his Army, with all the Men he could draw out 


of the Gariſons, gave out that he would march to the 
Succour of the Town; and in effect appeared with 
his Army between Lens and Taupou, he even made 4 
| Detachment, which advancing as far as Newuvirel and 


Beriicourt, drew very near to the Lines we had made 


before the Grand Army, to prevent being incom- 
; | | ' model 
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moded during the Siege, as we had been at Liſſe. 
Theſe Motions raiſed the Hopes of the Beſieged, 
and animated them to a vigorous Defence; but all 
their Bravery could not ſave the Place, which capi- 
tulated the 25th of June; the Gariſon four Days 
after gave the Allies Poſſeſſion of that and Fort 
Scarpe, and marched out with all the Marks of Ho- 
nour to be conducted to Cambray. | 3741 

The Partiſan du Moulin attempted. to ſurprize 
Lovain, but was diſappointed by the Bravery of the 
Burghers. On the 5th of Auguſt he derach'd a Party, 
who ſcaled the Wall between the old and new Gate 
of Bruſſels, where the Ditch is dry, and having 
the good Fortune to enter the Town without be- 
ing perceived, diſarm'd the Burgbers Guard, open'd 
a Gate, and let in their Comerades to the Num 
ber of four or five hundred; who Long 
themſelves in Saint Fames's Church-Vard, ſent © 
Party + thence to the Heart of the Town, who 
ſeiꝛ d upon the Guild, and ſecured: the Burghers Grand 
Guard. After this Expedition, they intended to pol. 
ſeſs themſelves of the other Gates, the Gariſon hien 
vas but a hundred and fifty Men, having withdrawn 
on the firſt Notice into the Caſtle. In the Interim, 
the whole Town was alarm'd, and the Burgher-Maſter 
awaking with the Noiſe made in the Streets, ran diſ- 
guis'd to St. Peter's Church, where he ſhut himſelf in 
and rang the Alarum Bell. Immediately the Burghers 
took to their Arms, and headed by Van de Ven, 
march'd to the Square and drew up in order before 
tie Guard. Da Moulin hearing that all was in mo- 
tion, ſent in all ſpeed an Officer on Horſeback, to 
le how Matters went. He came to the Square with 
bis drawn Sword in his Hand and threaten'd the 
Burghers to fire the Town, if they did not lay down 
their Arms: but this Menace was ſo far from having 
the deſired Effect, that one of them fired at him and 
the Ball taking him in the Throat, tumbled 3 
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dead from his Horſe. The Burger-Maſter, imme. 
diately order'd the Inhabitants to repair from their 


different Quarters to the Gate the Enemy had open 


and retake it; while he at the Head of his Company 
march'd with beat of Drum to St. Fames's Church. 
Yard to diſlodge the French: But they fearing they 
ſhould be cut off from the Gate, thought of nothing 
but their Retreat, and it was time for them to do it, 
for the Burghers arrived juſt as they left the Church. 
Tard, and hooted them as they went off. 

In our March to the Siege of Doway, one Morgan 
Zones, ſtole from me one of my Mares, and I wa 
obliged to purchaſe another, which I did of a Huſar, 
who as I apprehended, had ſtolen it from a Boo. 
This latter found her in my Poſſeſſion, though | 
had dock'd, trimm'd and endeavoured to diſguiſe her, 
but to no purpoſe, the Peaſant was not to be deceiv'd, 
he knew and claimed his Beaſt. I denyed her to be 
his Property, as I had bought and paid for her, and 
told him I would not part with my Right; I talkd 
big and thought to carry it off with a high Hand; 
but the Fellow complaining to Lord Orrery, and 
making Oath the Mare was his, I was ordered by hi 
Lordſhip, to return the Man his Beaſt at Night when 
we were come to our Journey's end, which I accord- 
ingly did, but could never get my Money back from 
the Huſſar. Soon after a Friend of. mine, found 
where the Welchman had ſold my Mare, which | 


| recovered, and my Husband meeting Morgan Jones, 


gave him a ſound drubbing for his thieving. 
After the Reduction of Doway, the Allies encamp- 
ed with the Right near the Head of the Lave, and 
the Left near that of Souchat, behind the Scarpe, 
whence a Detachment of twenty ſix Battallions and 
eighteen Squadrons was detached to inveſt Bet bunt, 
on the 5th of July, and on the 22d Baron Fug 
and Count Schuitenbourg open'd the Trenches, one on 
the Side of St. Andrew's Gate, and one before that * 
| N | the 


Mr. CRRISTT IAN Davies. 39 


the Holy Ghoſt. The Town was well furniſned with 
every thing neceſſary for the holding out a long 
Siege 3 it was defended by deep Ditches, a great 
Number of Mines, double Outworks on the Side of 
che low Grounds, one would have thought it was 
out of Danger, they being lain under Water, had 
double Outworks and was on a ſtony Soil. The 
Allies, however, found Means to drain off the Water 
on that fide where the Grounds were drowned, and 
having carried on their Work without being moleſted 
by Mines, Preparations were made on the 28th to 
give the Aſſault to the Outworks ; but the Beſieged, 
not daring to. expoſe themſelves to it, hung out a 
white Enſign. At Count Schuitenbourg's Attack 
Baron Fagel reſenting the Governor's not doing the 
like on his Side, continued to puſh on his Works; 
and thinking his Honour at Stake, threatened in caſe 
they longer delayed to do it, to lay all in Aſhes. 
Monſieur de Vauban, who commanded in the Town, 
made ſome Difficulty of this, becauſe, as he alledged, 
there was no Breach as yet on the Side of the Baron's 
Attack; however, he was at length obliged to give 
Way. The Capitulation was ſigned, To Gariſon 
left the Town on the 3oth, with all the Marks of 
Honour and was conducted to Arras. | 

As ours was one of the Regiments which covered 
the Siege, I had no occaſion to run into Danger. 
Captain Montgomery, who would ſerve Voluntier at 
this Siege was killed by a Muſquet Ball, and while 
it continued, all our Foragers had like to have been 
cut off: Marſhal Villars had detach'd ſeveral Squa- 
drons to attack us, which fell on thoſe that were to 
protect us, and ſoon made them give Way; but our 
Foragers making Head and ſuſtaining them, the 
Tables were turned in our Favour, and we drove 
the Enemy with great Slaughter : Freſh Troops com- 


ing to their Aſſiſtance, we were compell'd to retreat 


to a Village, where we expected Succour from our 
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60 The LIFE and ADvENTUREs. of 
Army. We were ſoon ſurrounded and ſummon'd by 
the French to ſurrender, but we refuſing, they attack'g 
us in Front, but were in their turn obliged to retreat 
at the Approach of the Piquet-Guard. In this Ex. 
curſion for Forage, I gat out of a Barn, a large Bol. 
ſter full of Wheat, two Pots of Butter, and a grey 
Quantity of Apples, all which I carried fate to my 
Tent. The Wheat I got ground at a Mill the Ene 
my had deſerted, and made Pies which I fold in the 
Camp: of the Bran I made Starch. 
After the Reduction of Bethune, as ſoon as the 
Works were filled up, and the Breaches haſtily re. 
| paired, or rather botch'd up; the Prince of Orange 
Stadhouder of Friſe, inveſted Saint Yenant on the 4th 
of September, with twenty Battallions; as on the ſame 
Day the Prince d' Anbalt- Deſſau, with forty Battal. 
lions did Aire. Monſieur de Guebriant who command- 
ed in the latter, made all the neceſſary Preparations 
for a vigorous Defence. The Drains we were o. 
bliged to make at St. Venant to carry off the Water, 
were a great hinderance to the Siege, for the Trenche; 
were not open'd *till the 16th at nine at Night, be- 
tween the Road to Buſue and that to Robec, by two 
thouſand Workmen ſupported by four Battallions; 
and nine Days after our — began to play. We 
gave ſeveral Aſſaults to the Outworks, and almoſt 
carried them on the 28th at Night, and as the Be. 
fieged ſaw we were goirg to raiſe Batteries to play 
on the Body of the Town, they capitulated on the 
'29th; and were allow'd to march out with all' the 
Marks of Honour. Our Regiment, I mean that to 
which my Husband belong'd, marched with the 
Prince to the Siege; and the Engliſb being com- 
manded to attack the Counterſcarp, my Husband, 
who was unjuſtly forced to do another Man's Duty, 
being in the Front Rank, firing on his Knee, re- 
ceived a Muſquet Ball in his Thigh: I was juſt then 
got into the Rear of thoſe who attacked, bet 
"MTA : a willing 
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Mes. CHRISTIAN Davies, *' 67 
y willing to get as near to my Husband as poſſible; 
d when I faw his Comerades bring him off, I was 
greatly troubled, but felt nothing like the Grief 
which ſeized me when I found my dear Richard 
Welch among the dead; I knew nothing more dan- 
gerous for him than to catch Cold, as it was com- 
monly fatal, wherefore I ſtripped off my Cloaths 
to my Stays and under Petty-Coat to -cover him u 
warm, and his Comerades carried him to the Trench, 
where Mr. WMpite the Surgeon, who ſearch'd and 
dreſs'd his Wound, ſaid it was bur flight, but the 
next Day finding the Bone broken, judged it mortal. 
When St. Venant had ſurrendered, our wounded Men 
were carried to the Army at Aire, before which 
Town the Prince @ Anbalt- Deſſau open'd the Trenches 
in two Places on the 12th of September at Night; 
One on the Left of the Horn-Work adjoining to 
the Gate of Arras, againſt the Baſtion of St. Stephen's 
o- WM Gate; and the other before the old Caſtle, on the 
er, WI fide of the Village of St. Quentin. The ſton 
hes MW Ground, the great Rains we had this Autumn, . 
de- the brave Defence the Beſieged made, contributed to 
wo the Length and Difficulty of this Siege. The Gari- 
1s; ſon diſputed the Ground Inch by Inch, and behaved 
We with exemplary Courage; the Allies however, ſur- 
oft mounted all theſe Obſtacles, they at length threw 
Be. Bridges over the firſt Ditch for the fifth Time, for 
lay the Gariſon had burnt the Bridges no leſs than four 
the Times; carried the covered Way in the beginning 
the of November, filled up the Ditch which led to the 
to Breach, and having prepared the laft Batteries, com- 
che pelled the Gariſon to beat the Chamade on the 8th, 
m- between five and fix in the Evening. The next 
nd, Morning the Governor waited on the Duke of 
ty, Marlborough to draw up the Articles; at Night he 
re- Wl Eave up to the Allies one of the Gates of the Town 
hen and Fort $7, Francis, and on the 11th the Garifon 
. he marched 
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marched out with four Pieces of Cannon, two Mortarg 
and all the Marks of Honour. This Siege put a 
Period to the Campaign, we were ordered into 
Winter Quarters, and our wounded Men ſent to the 
Hoſpital at Liſle, where my Husband daily grey 
worſe, had his Wound often laid open; but at 
length it turned to a Mortification, and in ten Weeks 
time after he received it, carried him off. 

As in this Town I had no Acquaintance, I had 
no Buſineſs, Brigadier Preſton, was the only one [ 
knew, and he from a pure Motive of Generoſity al. 
lowed me a Crown a Week, and a Dinner every 
Tueſday, if I ought not to attribute this Good. 
neſs to a grateful Remembrance of the Care I took 


of him when he was lain up with a Wound he 


received at Ramelies. Over and above this, when- 


ever he had any Entertainment, I was allowed for 


my aſſiſting the Cook to carry away with me Victual 
ſufficient for three or four Days ſupport. 

The Unanimity of the Allies was the principal 
Cauſe of a ſucceſsful War ; but now the Diviſions, 
which were revived in England between the Whig 
and Tories paved the Way to, and at laſt conclud- 
ed, @ leſs advantageous Peace than might have been 
expected from ſuch a Number of Conqueſts and fo 
many glorious Victories. 

About the 8th of April, N. S. the Emperor 7. 
ſeph was attacked with a violent Diſtemper, which in 
Spight of all the Advice of his Phyſicians, daily en- 


. creaſed, and no wonder, ſince they at length diſco- 


vered that the Remedies they had preſcribed, were 
contrary to the Nature of his Malady, which proved 
to be the Small-Pox: However he was not thought 
in Danger *cill the 18th; but the next Day his Im- 
perial Majeſty complained of a great Heat in his 
Bowels, and a great Heavineſs and Diſtraction in his 


Head. This augmenting the Conſternation the 


Court 


Mrs. Cnxisriamn Davies, 63 
Court was in, cauſed ſo great Diſputes among the 
Phyſicians, that they paſs'd the whole Night in Diſ- 
putes, and came to no Concluſion *till the Morning, 
when the Emperor was paſt taking any Remedy, 
and he had but Life enough to receive the Sacra- 
ments; after which the Nuncio having given him 
the Apoſtolical Benediction, he gave up the Ghoſt 
at 10 O'Clock in his Palace at Vienna in the 33d 
| WM Year of his Age. 5 
[ The Grand Army was early drawn together at 
. Orchies, where it remained ' till the goth of April, 
/ 
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N.$. and from thence marched on the Side of the 
Plain of Doway, without entering upon any Thing 
of Importance, on account of the French giving out, 
that they would ſend a large Body of Troops into 
Germany under the Command of the Elector of Ba- 
varia, to take Advantage of the Conſternation 
cauſed by the Death of the Emperor ; but theſe De- 
ſigns proved abortive by the Allies having the Pre- 
caution to ſend a very conſiderable Detachment to 
the Upper Rhine; though nothing of Conſequence 
was undertaken-on either Side, after we had taken 
Poſt between Valencienne and Doway, we had two or 
three Skirmiſhes with the Enemy; and on the Ar- 
rival of Prince Eugene, marched to Lens, to give 
the French a fair Opportunity ro come to a general 
7+ Battle; they made a Shew of being inclined to it by 
in laying Bridges over the Scheld, and altering the Si- 
en- ¶ tuation of their Army, though they had no ſuch In- 
do- tention : However 7 or 800 of our Men were order- 
ere ed to force a fortified Poſt at Arleux, whom I follow- 
ved ed, in the Piquet Guard, ſent to ſupport them, in 
gut caſe they ſhould be ſuccour'd by the French. Our 
m · ¶ Detachment carried the Poſt, made ſeveral Priſoners, 
his I and began to fortify themſelves ſtrongly in it, a 
bis large Body of Troops being ſent to cover them. 
the Theſe the French ſurpriſed in the Night * _—_ 
iforder 3 
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Wh 64 The LIFE and ApvenTURES of 
i 1 Diſorder 3 but choſe, whom they were to cover, 
1 awaking, and falling on in their Shirts, Sword in ho 
4 Hand, the others rallied, and the Enemy was re. MW ger. 
| pulſed. The next Morning going into the Wood poſ 


WE near our ſmall Camp, I found a Huf/ars Horle tied MW the: 
Us. to a Tree with a Tent upon his Back as good as new; Vill. 
the Horſe, though but a low:one,. was very hand- Arr 


* ſome, and mighty fleet: I ſuppoſe the Owner, who But 
= _ was one of the Enemy who attacked us in the Night, tate 
14 had not Time to lead him off. The French, after Nig 
I our Removal, retook this Poſt. mar 
1 N During this Time of Inaction, for I account ſuch Vis 
| 0 Bickerings hardly worth Notice, the Prince of Orange, tow 
Wil who had ſhewn me ſo great Humanity in my Afﬀic- Hon 
wit ; tion for the Death of my firſt Husband, quitted the Ma 
4 Army to make a Tour to the Hague, to terminate wen 
| i! | the Difference between his Highneſs and the King of MW Ma 
__- Pruſſia, with Regard to the Inheritance of King gen 
i} Milliam's Eſtates. He left us on the 1 1th of Juh, by 
Wi N. S. but to my great Sorrow for the Loſs of my Ho' 
it generous Benefactor, he was drowned at Moerdyk on It v 
„ the 14th, being about 24 Years of Age; his Body bis 
1 was found on the 22d by a Boat of Bergopzoom. Ml twei 
A few Days after this fatal Accident, the General MW Sen/ 
lll! of the Allies gave out that they would attack, on MW he 
1 the Side of Arras, the Lines the French had drawn to Batt 


cover the Country of Ariois, behind which they had Dul 
hitherto lain. In effect, the Duke of Marlborough, W The 
having advanced as far as Villers-Brulin, which was taki 
but two Leagues from thoſe Lines, ordered the Arr 
Horſe to cut ſeveral thouſand Faſcines to fill up the and 
Ditch, and on the 31ſt of July, N. S. ſent the heavy ſing 
Baggage to La Bayſee, under the Conduct of Gene- it « 
ral Hommpeſch, that he might have no Encumbrance. Cou 
This Detachment, - which ſeemed deſigned for no- look 
. thing more than an Eſcorte, being joined by Part of I bore 
i the Gariſons of Doway, Liſle, and St. * was 
1181 <A | ing 
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Men CHRISTIAN Davis, 65 
being encreaſed to eight thouſand Foot, and two 
houſand Horſe, General Hompeſch, their Comman- 


e- WH der, directed his March with all the Expedition 


xd WW poſſible toward Arleux and Baca Bacheul, to paſs 


d there, the River Senſet, from which the Marſhal 
'; Villars had withdrawn his Forces to ſtrengthen his 
d- Army, believing he ſhould be attacked in his Lines: 
no Bat the Allies, who had only amuſed him, precipi- 


t, tately decamping on the 4th of Auguſt, N. S. at 


er Night, and dividing themſelves into four Columns 
marched by the Way of Nouville and Talu ſtrait to 

ch Jury, where they croſs'd the Scarpe, and from thence 
et; towards Arleux and Baca Bacheul to ſupport Count 
ie - Hompeſch, who was already there. The Duke of 
he Marlborough, that he might get thither ſoon enough, 
te Wl went before with all the Horſe of the Right Wing. 
of Marſhal Villars, could ſcarce believe the firſt Intelli- 
ng Wl gence he received of this March; but having Advice 
ly, by which he was convinced, he alſo raiſed his Camp. 
ny W However as the Allies were too far before him, and 
on MW it was not poſſible for him to overtake them with 
dy his whole Army, he placed himſelf at the Head of 
twenty Squadrons to diſpute them the Paſſage of 
ral S-nſet. But having croſs'd a Defile near Marguion, 
on he found Count Hompeſch, drawn up in order of 
to Battle on the other Side the River, ſupported by the 
ud Duke of Marlborough at the Head of the Horſe. 
pb, The good Countenance they ſhewed prevented his 
vas taking Advantage of the Diſtance of the Reſt of the 
the W Army, which did not get, *till Night, as far as Oiſy, 
the and made him determine on a Retreat. The croſ- 
Vy Wl ſing the Senſet render'd the French Lines uſeleſs, for 


ne- it gave the Allies an Entrance into the Enemy's 


ice. Country, without, the Loſs of a Man, and was 
no- booked upon as a Maſter-ſtroke of the Duke of Marl- 


was the Siege of Bouchain, 8 on the 12th Ba- 
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my Lord Staire's Kitchen, under his Cook, into 
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ron Fagel inveſted with thirty Battalions and twely, 

Squadrons. ' | 
Marſhal Villars, to impede the Siege and keep x 


Communication with the Town, raiſed an Entrench. 


ment near Marquette, which was extended as far 25 
the Moraſs of Bouchain, and in it poſted twenty Bat. 
talions; the Beſiegers, notwithſtanding this, under. 
took to cloſe their Circumvallation on that Side, 
and carried it from the rifing Ground to the Moraj, 


between the Enemy's Entrenchment and the Town, 


and at length by extending it a- croſs the Moraſs by 
making firm Ground, with Pontons, Faſcines and 
Blinds, quite finiſh'd it. This having rendered the 
Marſhal's Endeavours fruitleſs, on the 23d at Night 
three Trenches were opened, one againſt the lower, 
the other two againſt the upper Town. On the 
30th, about half an Hour paſt Seven, our Batteries 


began to play, and made ſuch a terrible Fire the ſub. 


ſequent Days that the Gariſon, not being able to ſtand, 
made but feeble Oppoſition to our Approaches, ſo 
that on the 11th of September we were Maſters of 
the Half-Moon at the Attack of the lower Town, 
and the Breaches were made at the two other At. 
tacks; which obliged the Governor to capitulate 2 
two in the Afternoon next Day; but as he was re- 
fuſed all Compoſition, the Parley was broken off, 
and the Attack renewed: However, about Mid- 
night, he again ordered the Chamade to be beat; 
conſented to ſurrender Priſoners of War, and ſoon 
after delivered up a Gate to the Beſiegers. The 
Gariſon, which made, ſtill, three thouſand Men, 
marched out on the 14th, and were conducted, taking 
the Road of Marchienne, to be carried by Water 
to Ghent and Sas-van-Ghent. Our Army enterel 


on no other Expedition this Campaign. 


During this Siege I was conſtantly employed in 
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which Colonel K——— coming, would have been 
rude enough if I had not diſengag'd . myſelf with a 
Caſe-knife, juſt as Lord Forreſter came in, who 
aſked what was the Matter. I told him the Colonel 


was but a bad Judge of Mankind, who were to be 
read by their Actions; had he conſidered that the 


Love I bore my Husband had brought me in Search 


„ 


of him for many Years, in a red Coat, expoſed to all 


the 1 and Hardſhips of a Soldier's Life, he 
would not have made an Attempt ſo unbecoming his 
Character, and ſo little probable of ſucceeding. The 
Colonel ſaid he only intended to kiſs me. My Lord 
commended and rewarded my Virtue with a Piece 
of Gold, while he gave the Colonel a gentles and 
friendly Reprimand, who, poor Gentleman, a few 
Days after, had his Heel taken off by a Muſket- 
ball, which Wound laid him up for a confiderable 
Time. As I was one Day a maroding near the be- 
feged Town, I got a Baſket full of Fowls and Pi- 
geons, which I preſented to the wounded Colonel, 
to whom I was reconciled, as he had begged my 
Pardon ; theſe were no trifling Matters, conſidering 
the French Army and ours were ſo near each other, 
that there was hardly Subſiſtence for both; to which 


may add the Danger of ſtirring abroad, when a a | 


Number of the Enemy's Parties were always in Mo- 
tion, The Colonel took this Preſent in ſo good 
Part, that he gave me three Barrels of ſtrong Beer, 
he had in his Quarters, and has been ever ſince very 
generous to me, which I cannot ſay of a great many 
others, to whom I had been much more ſerviceable. 
Nothing. happened to me in particular all this Cam- 
paign of 1711, which was the laſt the Duke of 
Marlborough made, to the no ſmall Regret of the 
vhole Army, by whom he was, entirely beloved, 
not only for his Courage and Conduct, but 
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equally dear to us all for his Affability and 
Humanity. x 
During the Siege of Bouchaine, Charles III. King 
of Spain, was elected Emperor, of whoſe Affairs, with 
Relation to the Spaniſb Monarchy, the Succeſſion, 
to which was the principal Ground of the War, it 
will not be amiſs to take a ſhort View. After Phily 
had won the Victory of Villa vicioſa laſt Year 1710, 
he once more became Maſter of the whole Kingdom 
of Arragon, the Subjects of which were obliged to 
renew their Oaths of Allegiance to him. This Re- 
duction being made, the Duke of Noailles, at the 
Head of fifty Squadrons, and forty Battalions, in. 
veſted Girone on the 16th of December; he opened 
the Trench before the red Fort, and having carried 
It, attacked the Town on the fame Side. On the 
13th of January, N. S. two Breaches were of 2 
ſufficient Width: but on that Day there fell ſuch 1 
violent Rain, that it drowned molt of their Works, 
and the Tar, - overflowing, undermined and over. 
threw their Batteries, laying all the adjacent Grounds 
under Water; which reduced the Beſiegers to great 
Streights, as it hindered their going to the Barns, 
which ſerved them for Magazines. When the Rain 
ceaſed they began to repair the Damage; the Mi 
ners renewed their Labour, and on the Morning of 
the 24th they ſprang a Mine, which had all the 
Effect they could deſire; and the Beſiegers mount- 
ing the Breach, Sword in Hand, carried the firl 
Eatrenchment, and were preparing to attack the 
ſecond, when Count Telle::bach, Governor of the 
Town, ſent to the Duke of Noailles to capitulate. 


The Gariſon had their Liberty granted, and the 


French entered the Town on the 26th. 

After the Rendition of Girone, the Troops went 
into Winter Quarters, Philip choſe Saragoſſa, to be 
ar Hand to give his Orders; he made great Pre 

| g Parations, 
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parations, and new Levies, giving out that they 


were deſigned for the Siege of Barcelona. In the 
Interim Count Staremberg having received from 
England large Remittances of Money, and ſome 
Troops from [taly, which encreaſed his Army to 
thirty-ſix Battallions, and forty- four Squadrons, op- 
portunely poſſeſſed himſelf of Pratz del-Rey, a very 
advantageous Poſt, from which all the Endeavours 
of the Enemy could not remove him: Wherefore 
while the two Armies were diſputing the Ground, 
the Duke of Vendoſme, that he might loſe no Time, 
detached Count Muret with three thouſand Men, 
whom he ſoon aſter reinforced with the like Num- 
ber, to form the Siege of Cardona. This Town 
could hardly be ſaid to be fortified; but it had a 
good Caſtle, and a numerous Gariſon. It was in- 
veſted on the 14th of November. The old Towers 
were ſoon demoliſhed by the Enemy's Canon; and 


on the 17th in the Morning the Beſiegers having 


made an Affault, carried the Rampart, entered the 


Town, made a cruel Slaughter, and obliged ſuch of 


the Inhabitants, as had not withdrawn into the Ca- 
ſtle, to ſurrender Priſoners of War. Being Maſters 
of the Town they turned all their Strength againſt the 
Caſtle, the Gariſon of which, having Hopes of Suc- 
cour, employed all poſſible Means for their De- 
fence. They were reduced to the eating their 
Horſes and Aﬀes, when Count Staremberg ſent a 
Detachment, which on the 21ſt of December, be- 
ing advanced within half a League of the Caſtle, 
drove the Beſiegers, and vigorouſly repelled twelve 
Companies of Grenadiers, which attacked them near 


the Spring of Aqua-Roſa, to diſlodge them. The 


Reſt of that Day and the next were employed in 


keeping the Enemy in Motion, to gain a Paſſage 
for four hundred Men, laden with Proviſtons, into 
the Caſtle, which was luckily effected, by the Be- 


ſiegers 
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fiegers abandoning their Poſt on the Approach of 
the Troops, which ſuſtained the Convoy : They 
however very ſtrenuouſly endeavoured to gain the 
riling Ground, which the Allies had in Poſſeſſion, 
but all their Efforts were ineffectual; and after 
having loſt two thouſand Men, killed or taken, they 
thought fit to retreat and carry off what Baggage 
they could: They left, no:withſtanding, in their 
Camp, fourteen Pieces of Cannon, four Field-pieces ; 
four Mortars, a Number of Mules, with a good 
Store of Proviſion and Baggage. This Loſs made 
the Duke of Vendoſme take the Advantage of the 
Night and a great Fog to decamp from Pratz-el 


The Allies never had ſo numerous an Army in 
Flanders, as this Year, and the Duke of Ormond 
who ſucceeded the Duke of Marlborough in the 
Command of our Forces, in paſſing through the 
Hague, proteſted he would exert himſelf to bring 
the French to liſten to Reaſon: Notwithſtanding 
which, when a fair Opportunity offered, and a Re- 
ſolution was taken to attack them; he declared he 
had no Orders to act againſt the French. The other 
Generals were quite enraged to ſee the Enemy eſcape 
ſuch an evident Danger: However they could not 
think of remaining inactive the whole Campaign 
with ſo fine an Army, and notwithſtanding the 
Duke of Ormond refuſed to employ any part of our 
Forces in the Siege of Queſnoy, that Town was in- 
veſted by the reſt of the Allies on the 8th of June, 
with twenty Squadrons and thirty Battallions under 
the Command of General Fage/. Though in that 
. Seaſon there is very little Light, and the Moon was 
then at full, theſe Inconveniencies did not prevent 
the opening the Trenches, two, before the Ponds, on 
the Right and Left of the Wood ; and a third-on 
the 23d at Night, to divide the Forees of the Be- 
og ſieged 
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ſieged. The Town would have capitulated on the 


3d of July, but they could get no better Terms than 
to be made Priſoners of War. 


New Inſtructions were ſent to the Duke of Ormond, 
in conſequence of which, he withdrew from the reſt 
of the Army, encamped at Avene-le-ſec, with all 


our Engliſb Troops, conſiſting of twenty Battallions 


and nineteen Squadrons, and proclaimed a Suſpenſion 
of Arms at the Head of our Camp. 

To the End the Allies might be rendered incapa- 
ble to undertake any thing conſiderable againſt 
France; the Duke of Ormond endeavoured to draw 
off the German Troops in Engliſh Pay, and to bring 
them to enter into the Suſpenſion of Arms; with this 
Deſign, he gave them Advice of his going off, and 
ſummon d them to follow him: but they refuſing to 
obey, cept only one Battallion and four Squadrons 
of Holſtiens and two of Yalef, he ſent the ſame Or- 


ders again to the Prince of d' Anbalt- Deſſau, General 


of the Pruſſian Troops. This Prince returned for 
Anſwer, That he had received one from the King his 
Maſter, with Command to obey the Engliſh General 
in whatever ſhould not be contrary to his Inſtructions, 
by which he was enjoined to act offenſively as well as 
defenſively, and if he received contrary Orders, the 


King commanded him to withdraw and join his 


Forces to Prince Eugene's Army. The Prince of 
Heſſe-Caſſel, alſo ſummoned to follow us, thus ad- 
dreſsed himſelf to the Officer who carried him the 
Order. Sir, tell the Duke of Ormond, that the Heſſian 
Troops defire nothing more ardently than to march, 
provided it be to engage the French: 41 will do myſelf 
the Honour to acquaint his Excellency with the Reaſon 
T cannot now obey bis Orders, The Army decamping 
from Haſpre on the 15th of Fuly, to march to 


Thian, the Daniſh, Pruſſian, Saxon, &c. Troops in 


Engliſh Pay, left us and joined Prince Eugene. T — 
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the withdrawing our Forces conſiderably weakenel 


the Army, the Allies undertook the Siege of Lay 
drecy, which the Prince of d Anhalt-Defſau, with 
thirty five Battallions and thirty Squadrons inveſted 
on the 17th. N | 

When we decamped, the Duke of Ormond made 1 
Feint of taking the pres Road, and of ſtaying in 
that Neighbourhood, but ſoon changed his Rout and 
made an expeditious March towards Ghent and Bry. 
ges, which two Places he ſurprized and Gariſon'd, 
and thus became Maſter of rne Paſs of thoſe Con- 
voys, which the Allies received by the Lys and 
Scheld. | 
On the 19th of July, France gave Poſſeſſion 
of Dunkirł to the Troops the Queen ſent thither 
from England. 

I left the Allies before Landrecy, why to keep 
open a Communication with T7 oway, Tournay, and 
Marchienne, had poſted eleven Imperial Regiments 
and fix Battallions in an Entrenchment at Denain on 
the Scheld. Marſhal Villars being informed very 
minutely of the Strength and Diſpoſition of the 
Allies, and conſ:qucntly of the Corps at.Denain, as 
it was given out, by the Duke of Ormond, refolved 
to ſurprize theſe Troops. After ſeveral falſe Mo- 
tions to deceive the Allies and to make them believe 
he intended to ſuccour Landrecy, he on a ſudden 
changed his Rout, and being reinforced by the Ga- 
riſons of Cambray and Valenciennes on the 24th of 
July, he with his whole Army furiouſly fell upon the 
little Camp at Denain. It was impoſſible for the 
Earl of Albemarle, who commanded this Body to 
withſtand the whole French Army, or even to retreat, 
as we had taken away the moſt convenient Bridges: 
Wherefore after a ſhort but very ſharp Engagement, 
the Entrenchment was carried, and all who defended 
it Officers and Soldiers were killed in the Action. 


The next Day the victorious French appear'd before 


Marchienne, 
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Marchienne, but a weak Town, which they took in 
with little trouble, though it was defended by ſeven 
or eight Battallions under the Command of Brigadier 
Berkboffer. Here they found, not only all the Ar- 
tillery and Amunition deſign'd for the Siege of 
Landrecy, but all the Proviſions, brought together 
at a prodigious Expence, for the Support of the 
Army. 

'T bs Court of France on the Advice of this Suc- 
ceſs, no longer doubred of the Allies being compelled 
to accept of ſuch Conditions of Peace as the Eng- 
iſ and French had preſcribed them: they were con- 
firmed in this Opinion by the taking an hundred 
and fifty Barks laden with Amunicion and Proviſions, 
not to reckon the other Booty the French made ; 
the raiſing the Siege of Landrecy, and the Retreat 
of the Allies towards Mons. In effect thoſe Loſſes 
had ſo greatly weaken'd the Confederates, that far 
from- being in a Condition to undertake any Enter- 
prize, they were not able to prevent Marſhal Yillars 
retaking ſeveral Towns this Campaign. | 

The Marſhal being fluſh'd with this turn of For- 
tune reinforced his Army, by Draughts from ſeveral 
Gariſons 3 inveſted Doway on the 3d of Auguſt, and 
on the 4th at Night opened the Trenches before the 
Town, and before Fort de la Scarpe. He left the 
Care of the Siege to Marſhal Monteſquiou and Count 
Albergotti, while he himſelf with the Grand Army, 
obſerved the Motions of Prince Eugene; who aſter 
the raiſing the Siege of Landrecy, had retired and 
advanced very near to Tournay to ſuccour the Be- 
ſieged, did he find it feaſible. He encamped at Selin, 
extending his Right towards Noyelles, and his Left 
as far as Mons en-Pevele. After he had been ſeveral 
times to reconnoitre the Enemy's Lines, it was thought 
too dangerous an Attempt to attack them: however 
the Prince ſpread a Report, that the Army would 

L | march 
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march to the Relief of the Town, and actually they 
Jdecamped and drew near to the Enemy; but as this 
Motion was made with no other View than to en- 
courage the Beſieged, the Army ſoon returned to its 
Poſt, General Hompeſch, who had thrown himſelf 
into the Town, with ſome Troops, before it was 
inveſted, defended himſelf with all the Bravery that 
could be expected with a weak and an ill provided 
Gariſon. He held out 'till the 10th of September, 
and was allow'd no other Conditions than that of 
ſurrendring Priſoners of War: Before the End of 
this Siege, and after Prince Eugene's Retreat, Marſhal 
Villars marched towards Valenciennes; and on the 8th 
of September, having led his Troops over the Scbeld, 
he advanced to the Plain of Scbourg to deprive the 
Allies of all Communication with Queſnoy; and 
that he might Entirely cut it off, he threw up an En- 
trenchment behind the little River d' Zanneau, by 
which, having ftreightened the Town, he inveſted 
it in form. On the 18th he opened the Trenches in 
three ſeveral Places; at the Gate of Valenciennes, at 
that of Cambray, and between theſe two Gates, ſome 
Days after, he opened another before the. Gate of the 
Wood, that he might divide the Fire of the Beſieged. 
General [voy commanded in the Town, which they 
had ſcarcely had time to fortify, the Governor defend: 
ed himſelf with all imaginable Bravery z but the 
French notwithſtanding, carrying on their Works with 
the utmoſt Vigour, made themſelves Maſters of the 
 Qutworks without great Loſs; and having made a 
Breach, filled up the Ditch and finiſhed the Galleries, 
all the Grenadiers of the Army were commanded 
to prepare fora general Aſſault on the 4th of Oober, 
Before it was given, the Marſhal ſummon'd the Go. 
vernor, who not being ſtrong enough to withſtand 
the Enemy, beat the Chamade about four in the Ab 
ternoon, and was obliged to undergo the ſame Zr 
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with the Gariſon of Doay. Towards the End of 
the Siege of Queſnoy, the Chevalier Luxembourg in- 
veſted Bouchain, having firſt driven all the Cattle in 
the Neighbourhood, part of which he ſent to Cam- 
bray, and opened the Trenches the very Day that 
Aueſnoy ſurrendered. The Town was attacked with 
ſuch Reſolution, that, having but five hundred Men 
in Garifon, theſe were obliged to ſurrender on the 
20th, The Gariſon left the Place the next Day, and 
was conducted to Chateau-Cambreſis, and from thence 
to Reims. | | 

In the midſt of theſe Diſaſters, the Gariſon of 
Oftend gained a conſidetable Advantage over the 
French. Monfieur Caris, Governor of that Town, 
being informed of the weak Condition of the Gariſon 
of Fort Knogue, ſent the Partiſan La Rue, with an 
hundred and fourſcore Men, who, by bye Ways, 
got thither on the 4th of OFober at Night. There 
were four Houſes between the Draw-Bridge and the 
Fort; in theſe they found, means to conceal them- 
ſelves, and at the Gate opening ſeized upon the two 
neareſt Bridges, ſurprized the Guard, pofſeſs'd them- 
| ſelves of the other Gates and diſarm'd the Gariſon. 
This was the laſt Expedition of the Campaign in 
1 
; Some time after our Troops had taken Poſſeſſion 
of Dunkirk, I applyed to his Grace the Duke of 
C Ormond, for a Paſs to England, which he not 
only fign'd, but generouſly ordered Major M——y 
„Joo give me Money enough to defray my Charges; 
i bough he gave me but ten Shillings, which I am 
ſatisfyed was much leſs than the Duke deſigned me; 
o br every one whether Friends or Enemies to his 
race, will allow he was not cloſe Fiſted. I left 
Ghent and went by Water to Dunkirk, where I was 
kindly received by our Regiment, gariſon'd 1n this 
Town. As I was obliged to wait here ſome Tm 
L2 "mo 
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for the Pacquet Boat's arrival, I went to pay my Re. 
ſpects to the Governor General Hill, to have my Paſj 
fign'd : he was then very ill and confined to his Bed,, 
he however ſigned it, ſent me two Piſtoles, and a 
Complement, that had he not been ill he would have 
ſeen me; directing Orders to be glven to the Com- 
mander of the Paquet, to reſpect me as an Officer's 
Widow. During my Stay here, I was going to 
take Pot-Luck with Colonel Ingram, and accidental- 
ly meeting him in the Way, I told him I deſigned 
to foul a Plate with him, ſaid he, I ſhould be glad 
if you would defer the Favour to another Day, as 
a Set of Officers are invited to dine with Brigadier Durel, 
and *tis probable, that beſide a better Dinner, you may 
get wherewithal to defray your Charges to England, 
I thanked him for the Hint, and took his Advice, 
but they had dined before I got thither. Durel 
ſeeing by my Looks I was diſappointed, asked me, 
if I would take up with a Morſel at the Servant's 
Table. O' my Conſcience, ſaid I, you have ſhewn the 
height of good Breeding, to fit down before I came, for 
J don't ſuppoſe but Ingram had acquainted the Company 
that I intended them the Honour of mine; however my 
Pride ſhall never defraud my Belly, and 1 don't know but 
go into the politer Company of the two, for had they 
known as you did, that a Perſon of my Diſtinction 
would condeſcend to Grace their Table, they would foew 
the good Manners you have wanted, and wait my come- 
ing. They all laugh'd at the Gravity with which! 
delivered myſelf, and I left them to get my Dinner, 
reprimanding Durel jor his want of Reſpect to 3 
Lady of my Rank and Figure. Having eat heartily, 
and very much at my eaſe, I returned to, and took 
a chearful Bottle with the Company, the Brigadiers 
Durel, Godfrey, Clayton, Sir Robert Monroe and Col- 
jonel Hariſon. One of the Company was in a fine 


laced Suit, of which, taking more chan ordinary 
e Care, 


1 


Care, 
they, 
jet th 
hopes 
wk 
them 
diſap] 


pole 


Rogu 
could 
the G 
in for 
ſat ne 
Turn 
youſ]; 
the G 
forcec 
| mig 
Com} 
Godfr 
vain, 
and h 
the C 
but w 
ſhew 
are CO 
prepa 
Düpu 
found 


Mrs. CHRISTIAN Davies 77 


Care, raiſed a Deſire in the reſt to have them ſpoiled: - 


they, to that End plyed him well with Wine ; never 
jet the Bottle ſtand ſtill ; bur puſhed it round, in 
hopes he would either ſpill the Wine upon his Cloaths 
or ſtain them with a ſecond Flask; but the Care of 
them encreaſed as he grew drunk, and they were 
diſappointed of their Aim: This made them pro- 
poſe the Miſchief to me, and as I loved a little 


Roguery as well as the beſt of them; I pretended 1 


could not finiſh my Bottle. The Company, except 
the Gentleman in the fine Cloaths, who was heartily 
in for it, ſeemed willing to excuſe me; but he, who 
ſat next me, ſwore I ſhould take my Glaſs in my 
Turn: the more Reluctance I ſhewed the more ſtren- 
uouſly he inſiſted upon my pledging him every time 
the Glaſs came round, at length I told him, if he 
forced me to drink when it went againſt my Stomach, 
might, however unwillingly, be offenſive to the 
Company, and particularly to himſelf and Brigadier 
Godfrey, between whom I ſat. All Arguments were 
vain, as commonly they are with drunken People, 


and he was far from being ſober, drink I ſhould, ler 


the Conſequence be never ſo fatal. I was very ſober, 
but willing to gratify the reſt of the Company, and 
ſhew the Brigadier the Effects of Obſtinacy, which 


are commonly Loſs and Diſgrace, took my Glaſs and 


prepared to caſt. At the third Glaſs, after the 
Diſpute, I again defired him to excuſe. me, for I 
found another Bumper would over charge me. He 
was deaf to all I could urge, drink it I muſt, and 
drink it I did, to his great Mortification; for I ſer 
open a Flood-Gate which falling like a Cartaract, 
ſpread Ruin and Deſolation over one Side of his 


Cloaths ; the Colour of which, changed to a diſmal : 


Hye, and all the Glory of the glittering Lace ſunk 
oppreſs'd by an Inundation of indigeſted Wine. A 
pallid Ire now o'erſpread his Cheeks, and Indigna- 
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tion ſparkled in his Eyes, while fœtid Fumes ariſing 
from the Flood, forced him to ſtrip, and at a Di. 
ſtance hurl the now polluted Robe. But to quit my 
Heroicks, however Angry he was, he did all he 
could to conceal it, as he thought he alone was in 
Fault, for he had not the leaſt Notion of his Miſ. 
fortune being deſigned. His Cloaths he could wear 


no more 'till that Side was taken off, and a new 


one ſupplied. However, tho* he ſuppoſed it a 
Miſchance, and not premeditated, he could not for- 
get or forbear telling me of it every Time he ſaw 
me aſterwards; but I excuſed myſelf by throwing 
the Blame on him. I pretended to be very fick 
and fudled, and was for taking my Leave, but the 
Gentlemen would not part with me, *cill they had 


contributed to the Charges of my Voyage, giving 


me two Crowns a-plece. 

Soon after I embarked. for England, and being 
arrived took Lodgings, at the Queen's-Head, Cha- 
ring-Crofs , having reſted myſelf three or four Days, 
I waited on the Duke of Marlborough ; in my 
Way to his Grace's Houſe met Col. Chidley, and 
told him to whom I was going, and what was my 
Errand, which my Reader may ſuppoſe was to get 
ſome Proviſion made for me, in conſideration of my 
own Service and the Lots of two Husbands in her 


Majeſty's. The Colonel told me+ that he was 


afraid the Duke had no Intereſt ; however ad- 
viſed me to go, as I did, and was very humanly 
received by his Grace, who expreſs'd a Concern that 


he could not ſerve me, and gave me a gentle Repri- 


mand for not coming to England when he ſent, 
and had the Power to do for me. Indeed his 
Grace was fo very generous to ſend for me, before 
he reſigned his Command, which I forgot to men- 
tion in its proper Place. I returned my Lord Duke 
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my Leave; at going away, he clapp'd a Guinea in 
my Hand, and honoured me with his good Wiſhes. 
My Hopes being here fruſtrated, I was reſolved to 
try if I might have any better Succeſs with my Lord 
Duke of Argyle, who was ſtill in the Enjoyment of 
his Sovereign's Favour, Accordingly, the next 
Day, I ſet out for his Grace's Houſe, but near King- 
ſtreet, Weſtminſter, I met him in his Chair. The 
Duke firſt efpied me, and asking a Footman of his, 
to whom I was perfectly well known, whether that 
was not Mother Rs? being anſwered in the Affir- 
mative, ſtopped his Chair. He aſked me ſeveral 
Queſtions, how long I had been in England, Ce. 
and laſtly, where I lodged? I anſwer'd him, that it 
was in one of your Houſes of civil Converſation, 
more frequented than any one in Flaxders, and more 
noted for the modeſt Company and Converſation to 
be found there, which was the Reaſon that the Of. 
ficer of the Pariſh, who repreſented her Majeſty 
very often, did my Landlady the Honour of his 
Viſits, and not ſeldom invited the Ladies under her 
Tuition to a Palace of his, known by the Name of 
the Round- Houſe. His Grace ſmiled, and giving 
me a Guinea, bid me go to his Houſe, and wait his 
Return, ſaying he would conſider how ſomething 
might be done to provide for me ; bid me enquire 
for Macquin, who, with Sawney Roſs, were the only 
two of the Duke's Domeſticks, to whom 1 was 
known. According to my Orders I enquired for the 
former of theſe two, and was ſhewn into the Houſe- 
keeper's Room, who went up to der Lady, and 
told her that I was in the Houſe. Her Grace, 
having had my Character from her Lord, ſent for 
me to her Apartment; made me fit down; breakfaſt * 
with her, and tell the Story of my Adventures: 
which I did, in the beſt manner I could, and though 
I was as concile as poſlible, I believe I omitted no 
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material Event that regarded me in particular. Het 
Grace was ſo complaitant as to appear pleafed with 
the Account I gave, and I am ſure was very much 
fo when I related his Grace's Eſcape at Ron ſſelaer, 
telling me for that Advice which I gave her Lord of 
the Enemy's Approach, ſhe ſhould always eſteem 
me, and do me any Service I could aſk that was in 
her Power, and remember me to her lateſt Hour; 
and indeed her Grace kept her Word, for ſhe heap. 
ed many Favours on me, which I mention in Ho. 
nour to her conjugal Affection for her Lord, and 
with true Senſe of the many Obligations her human 
Goodneſs has lain me under. When I had finiſhed 
my Story, my Lady Ducheſs made me a Preſent of 
a Guinea and half, enjoining me Silence, left it might 
prevent her Lord from making me any. I had. ſcarce 
made an end of my Narrative, when his Grace came 
in and finding us together, was very merry with her 
Grace receiving in her Bed-Chamber, and converſ- 
ing with, a Dragoon. When Dinner was ready, my 
Lord Duke would have done me the Honour of 
ſeating me at his Table; but as there was Company, 
I begged to be excuſed, and with much Entreaty 
was permitted to dine at the ſecond, from whence, 
after our Meal was over, my Lord ſent for me to 
the Company, with whom I fate 'till Evening, 
My Lady Dutcheſs, who ſaw me under ſome Re. 
ſtraint, and at a Loſs how to behave before a Per- 
ſon of her Character and Quality, ſoon left us; in 
getting off her Chair ſhe kiſſed me, ſaying I &now 
you and my Lc«1 will be better Company, and talk over 
your Camp Adventures with more Freedom in my A. 
fence ;, but J deſire you will let us ſee you often, and bt 


better acquainted. Her Grace judged very right; 
for on her Retiring, we ripp'd up old Stories, and 


were as merry as ſo many new-paid-off Sailor. 


There were with my Lord two of his Aids-de- _ 
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who had as good Memories as I had: When it grew 
Dark I took my Leave, and my Lord giving me 
another Guinea, ordered me to get a Petition drawn 
up for the Queen; to carry it to the Duke of Hamil- 
ton, and he himſelf would back it. As I went off 
the two Aids-de-Camp, made me a Preſent of * 
three Crowns each, TT | 1655 

As his Grace of Argyle had adviſed me, I got a 
Petition drawn, in which was Tet forth that for 
twelve Years I had ſerved in the Earl of Orłney's 
Regiment as. a Man; that I had received ſeveral 
Wounds, and loſt two Husbands in the Service : Mx 
With this I waited on Duke Hamilton, who ſaid, | 1 


as he did not know me, I might poſſibly be an Im- 1 
poſtor; my bare Aſſertion not being ſufficient Proof 1 
of my Service. I replied that I would appeal to any Wali 
Officer in the Army, as I believed that I was known 1H 
to all, though I did not know them all. His Grace 15 
anſwering, he required no greater Confirmation, went To 
into a Parlour, where I heard ſome Diſcourſe paſs, 4M 


but could diſtinguiſh nothing. After ſome little 
Time I was ordered to go into the Duke, and *) 
found two Officers of our Regiment, with whom : 1 
was intimately. acquainted. They ſaluted me 
with a great deal of good Nature, and confirm- 

ed to the Duke all that I had advanced in my Peti- 
tion, ſaying much more in my Favonr than modeſty 

will allow me to infert here. Well, ſaid the Duke, 
cer having run through ſo many Dangers together, 
vn cannot but take a Bottle at Meeting; his Grace 
. MW called for one, and having emptied it I took. my 
Leave; at going away the Duke gave me a Crown 
Joo have a new Petition drawn to preſent to the 
; MW Queen myſelf next Morning; he intending to pre- 
ent her Majeſty the other that Night. f chank'd 
. bis Grace and was very punctual in following his 
, lactructions. I got my Petition finely written out, 
dreſſed myſelf the beſt I could, the next Day, and 
0 went 
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went to Court, where I did not ſtay long before her 
Majeſty came down the great Stairs, (at the Bottom 
of which I had planted —_— led by the Duke of 
Argyle, who I ſuppoſe was talking of me, becauſe 
her Majeſty eyed me very earneſtly, and his Grace 
often ſmiled upon me. As ſoon as ſhe came down, 
I fell on my right Knee, as I had been inſtructed by 
the Yeomen of the Guard, and delivered my Petition, 
which the Queen was graciouſly pleaſed to receive 
with a Smile, and helping me up, faid it ſhould be 
her Care to provide for me, and perceiving me with 
Child, added, F you are delivered of a Boy, I will 
give him a Commiſſion as ſoon as he is born: but to 
my Sorrow, it proved a Girl, who has cauſed me 
great Trouble and Vexation. Her Majeſty was fir. 
ther pleaſed to give me an Order to the Earl of 
Oxford for fifty Pounds, to defray the Charge of 
my Lying in. TI often waited on that Noble Lord, 
but could neither get Money nor Acceſs, which 
humbly repreſented to the Queen, who gave me, in 
her great Goodneſs, a ſecond Order for that Sum to 
Sir William Windham, who paid it me without the 
Trouble of going twice to receive it. 

Some time after I was brought to Bed of the 
Child I went with when I preſented my Petition to 
the Queen, Lord Foreſter, and Lord Fofard ordered 
me to be at the King's- Arms in Pall-Mall, when 
they were to dine with ſome other Noblemen 'and 
Gentlemen of the Army, deſigning to make a Col: 
lection for my immediate Support. I was punctua 
to the Time their Lordſhips had appointed but 
none of the Company being yet come, I waited at 
the Door, with my Child in my Arms. Whilel 


was at my Poſt, a Soldier who had ſerved Abroad 
ſeeing me, very wiſely concluded, that I was a leud 
Woman, and began to treat me as ſuch in tit 
groſſeſt Language, and after a Volley of G=d D—ny! 
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mix'd with the common Flowers of Rhetorick B—h 


and F-—re, ſaid it was a burning Shame the Nobi- 


lity ſhould encourage a Pack of idle lewd B——s, 
and ſupport them and their B——ds with that 
Bread which they ought rather to diſtribute among 
ſuch as had ventured their Lives, and ſpilled their 
Blood in the Service of their Country; he conclud- 
ed this friendly Salutation with a Blow of his Stick 
croſs my Breaſts. The Language he had given me 
was Provocation ſufficient to enflame me; but a Blow 


was an Indignity never before put upon me, and en- 


raged me to ſuch a Degree, that not conſidering I 
had the Child in one Arm, I flew upon him, and 
began to belabour him with my right Fiſt. A 
Drawer who ſaw the Diſadvantage I was under, took 
the Child from me, and having both Hands at li- 
berty, I gave him ſuch a thorough Beating, that he 


cryed out for Quarter; but I, deaf to every thing but 


Reſentment, rowled him in the Kennel, and had 
demoliſh'd him if he had not promiſed to beg Pardon 
in the moſt ſubmiſſive Manner, which indeed he did, 
alledging in Defence of his Inſolence that he did not 
know me, but now that he was inform'd who I was, 
he was ready to acknowledge, I deſerved whatever 
was done for me, and would ſhew me more Reſpect 
tor the future. Out of Evil, tis ſaid often comes Good, 


this Inſult and the conſequential Battle proved very 
Lucky to me, for it happened as the Quality was 


returning. from Court, who ſtopped their Chariots 
to be Spectators of the Fray, in which I received 
neither Hurt nor Loſs but that of my Sarcenet Hood 
being torn, which however was amply repaired by 
the Money Lord Harvey and the Marquis of Vin- 
chefter threw me out of the Tavern Window, and 
that I had from others of the Nobility, which a- 


mounted to upwatds of nine Pounds; belide a large 
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Quantity of untouch'd Proviſions from the Tabley' 
of ſuch Quality as dined at the King's- Arms that 
Day. HET | \ 
A few Days after this, as I was ſauntering in the 
Court of Requeſts, I met with two of my Countrywo- 
men who ſold Fruit, &c. one of them a ſingle Woman, 
named Fudith, was my Acquaintance in Jreland; 
the other whoſe Name was Mary, had only two 
Husbands, one living in Ireland and one in Drury. 
Lane. This latter, as two of a, Trade can never a- 
gree, took it into her Head to reflect on the Repu- 
ration of the former, who, good natured Girl, al. 
ways traded on her own Bottom, whereas the other 
not only dealt on her own Stock, but got Money 
alſo by other Folks's Wares. © As I was talking with 
Juditb, I thought it a Piece of Impertinence and an 
_ inſult upon me to attack her at that Time, which ! 
reſented by giving her firſt 4 ſevere Threſhing, and 
next, in a publick Manner, the Diſcipline ' School- 
Maſters give their idle Scholars, which offorded no 
ſmall Diverſion to the Spectators, eſpecially to the 
Gentlemen of the Livery. | 
On a Saturday Morning the 15th of November 
1712, having ſome Buſineſs at Ken/ington, as I went 
through Hide-Park, I faw four Gentlemen jump over 
the Ditch into the Nurſery, which made me ſuſpect 
a Duel, and haſten towards them to endeavour, if 
poſſible, to prevent Miſchief; but I could not get 
time enough, for they all four drew and engaged, 
two and two, with great Animoſity 3 one, who! 
found was Colonel Hamilton, inftantly cloſed in and 
difarmed his Antagoniſt, General Maccartney, and 
at the ſame time the other two fell, the one upon the 
other. Theſe were Lord Mobun and the Duke of 
Hamilton, the former fell dead upon the Spot, and 
the latter expired ſoon after. Colonel Hamilion was 
. wounded in the In-ſtep, and Maccartney, as ſome 
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Keepers came up walk'd off, and was not taken; 
though a Reward of ſeveral hundred Pounds was 


offered for the apprehending him. Had I been ex- 
amined as a Witneſs in this Affair, my Affidavit 


might, poſſibly have left no Doubt; but it was very 


happy for me I was not thought of, as my Evidence 


would in all Probability have made Enemies of my 


Friends; having often experienced the Charity of 
ſeveral Noblemen Intimates of the deceaſed Lords, 


and I muſt have diſobliged one Side, às I ſhould have 


ſworn to the Truth of what my Eyes had witneſſed: 
which as 'tis not now material, I ſhall not declare 


but refer my Readers to the Hiſtory of thoſe Times. 


It was not long after this, that, inſtigated by a 
ſtrong Deſire to ſee my Friends and native Country, 
which I had not viſited for ſome Years, my Circum- 


ſtances being very eaſy by the Queen's Bounty, and 


the charitable Aſſiſtance of the Nobility and Officers 
of the Army, I wrote to my Mother to let her know 


would be in Dublin in a ſhort Time, and indeed got 


there before her, who, tho? upwards of a hundred 
Years of Age, travelled ten Miles on Foot to give 
me the Meeting. The poor old Woman, who had 
long given me over for dead, having in fo many 
Years heard nothing from er of me, wept for Joy; 
and in ſuch an exceſſive Manner, when ſhe embraced 
me, that I could not refrain mingling my Tears with 
hers, my Tranſport being equally as great. Upon 
Enquiry after my Children, I learn'd that the 
elder of them died at the Age of Eighteen, and 
that the younger was in the Work-Houſe. The 
Nurſe, with whom, at my Departure, I had left the 
beſt of my Goods together with my Child ſoon, threw 
him upon the Pariſh: her Tenderneſs for my poor 
Infant being meaſured by her Intereſt, ſhe was ſoon 
tired of the Burthen he was to her. Indeed but one 
of thoſe with whom I had intruſted my W 5 
| 47 | one 


= — _ _ N 4 — — — — — 
rr — — = DT ho 


74 


386 The LIFE and Abyxx TURES of 


honeſt enough to give me any Account of them, and 
that was Mr. Howel!, Father to the Perſon who ruin. 
ed my Virgin Innocence, all the others, like the 
Nurſe, thought the Poſſeſſion J had given them war- 
ranted their converting my Goods to their own Uſe, 
and looked upon me as an unreaſonable Woman to 
expect a Return. My Misfortune was, that the 
honeſt Man had but few, and thoſe the workt of my 
Goods, which he kept ſafe and reſtored juſtly. I had 
no better Luck with regard to my Houſe ; for the 
Perſon whom I left in it, when I went to Holland, 
dying, one Bennet ſet up a Claim to it as his Free- 
hold, and got Poſſeſſion, there being none in my 


Abſence, to conteſt his Title, and 1 could not out 


him, as my Writings were loſt or deſtroyed: and 
indeed what could I have done had I had thoſe Evi. 
dences, I had not Money ſufficient to carry me thro? 
a Law-Suit, and to expect Juſtice without Money, 


is much the ſame as to think of reducing a fortify'd 


Town without Ammunition : I was therefore com- 
pore to fit down by my Loſs, and think on ſome 

ethod to get an honeſt living. As I had before 
kept a Publick-Houſe, and was uſed to Surleing in 
the Army, I could think on nothing better than that 
of my former, and accordingly, I took a Houſe, put 
in a Stock of Beer, and by this and making Pies, | 


got a comfortable Support 'till my Evil Genius en- 


tangled me in a third Marriage with a Soldier named 
Davies. He had ſerved in the firſt Regiment of 


Foot Guards in the Low Countries, but on the Con- 


cluſion of the Peace between France and the High 
Allies, he was, at his own Requeſt, diſcharged from 
the Service. His Father dying during his Abſence, 
and leaving him a ſmall Patrimony, he left Flanders 
and went to his Brother, who lived near Cheſter, to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Proviſion his Father had made 
for him, but his Brother, who had lain hold of ii 
N an 
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and knew he was not in Circumſtances to compell 
him to do Juſtice, made a Jeſt of his Pretenſions, and 


to this Day keeps to himſelf, what their Father had 


deſigned for his Support. This unexpected Diſap- 
pointment obliged him to betake himſelf, once more, 
to a military Life, and coming over- to Dublin, he 
was enrolled in the Welch Fuzileers. Aﬀer my 
Marriage with this Man, I continued on my pub- 
lick Buſineſs, 'till his Regiment was ordered to Here- 
ford in the firſt Lear of King George the Firſt, 
when a weak Effort was made in Favour of the Pre- 
tender. I ſtaid behind him in Dublin no longer 
than was abſolutely neceſſary to diſpoſe of my Effects; 
which having done, I got a Pals from the Secretary 
of War, and followed my Husband to Hereford ; 
from thence I went to Gloceſter, deſigning for 
London, where I intended to ſettle. The Jacobites, 
being ſomewhat elated, ſome who were in the 'Com« 
miſſion, were little cautious in declaring theit 
Sentiments, and I met with a good deal of Trouble 
with regard to the ſigning my Paſs, and alfo with 
the under Officers, who were difaffe&ed to the Ha- 
nover Succeſſion 3 but the Favour and Contributions 
of his Majeſty's loyal Subjects made me ample 
Amends. At Colebrook, I met Colonel Foyer with 
whom I ſupp'd, and the next Day, purſuing in 

Journey, I arrived in London. While I was travel- 


ling to Town, my Huſband was on his Marth to 


Preſton, where the Rebels were aſſembled: © 
Fer late Majeſty beſide her Bounty of fifty Pounds, 
had ordered me a Shilling a Day Subfiſtance for 
Life, which the Lord Treaſurer Oxford, without the 
Queen's Knowledge reduced to Five-pence. The 
Miniſtry being now changed, I flattered myſelf that 
I ſhould have Juſtice done me, and be reſtored to 
my whole Allowance of a Shilling : With theſe 
Hopes, I addreſſed myſelf to Mr. Craigs, 3 


{ 
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duced the Warrant and generouſly undertaking my 
Affair got the King's Order for my receiving the 
Shilling as intended by Queen Ann, which I have 
ever ſince enjoyed. I loſt a good Friend at the 
Death of this Gentleman. | N 
By the Time the Preſton Rebellion was quelled ! 
had ſettled myſelf in a Houſe in the Willow-Walk, 
Tuttle-Fields Weſtminſter, where I took to making 
Farthing-pies and ſelling ſtrong Liquors, and had 
ſuch Succeſs that I was ſoon able to purchaſe, at a 
large Expence, a Diſcharge for my Husband, which 
was juſt ſo much Money thrown away; for in two 
Days after his Arrival in Town, being in Drink, 
he enliſted in the Guards. | | 

One Night after my Husband was in Bed, and I 
in a Manner undreſs'd, ſome frolickſome Sparks, 
thinking they ſhew a great deal of Humour in be- 
ing ſillily Miſchievous, took it into their Heads to 
tear up the pitching Place which I had made for 
Porters to eaſe themſelves, by reſting their Burthens 
upon, and to throw that and the Board on which 
I expoſed my Pies, into the Ditch 3 no doubt they 
would have done. farther Miſchief, had I not run 
down. followed by my Husband and a Lodger, all 
three almoſt naked, and put a Stop to their Career. 
I gave the worthy Gentleman whom I firſt laid hold 
on, ſuch a thorough Rib-roaſting, that he was glad 
. to cry. Quarter and to promiſe that he would make 

Good the Damage, and give us a Treat for the 
Pains. we had _ to convince them, by weighty 
Arguments, that the pitching Place and Pie-Board 


were. more convenient where I had ſet them, than 


where they had thrown them. 

The Houſe I liv'd in, and two adjoining, I rented 

of — Sey Eſq; at eight Pounds a Year, 

I repaired theſe and bought the Willows before 

them of a former Tenant, by whom they had been 
| | ' Planted, 
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planted. My Landlord notwithſtanding, being in 
Diſtreſs of Money let my Tenements over my Head 
to one B——by a Bailiff on a long Leaſe, for the 
Sake of a Fine, which the ſaid, B——by paid 
him; without giving me the leaſt Intimation. The 
Sunday after the Leaſe was ſigned B——by let me 
know, that for the future I was to pay my Rent 
to him, that he thought the Tenements Under: let, 
and I muſt either agree to the raiſing my Rent next 
Quarter, or provide my ſelf elſewhere. I uſed all the 
Rhetorick I was capable of to divert him from fo $1 | 
great Cruelty; as, I termed, the raiſing my Rent ; | 1 
but finding he had no Bowels, and that Entreaties 1 
and Submiſſion only flattered his Pride and made iP | 
him more obdurate, as is the Nature of theſe low I | 
bred Upſtarts, who are Purſe-proud, I reſolved to 
vent my Paſſion, which with much Difficulty I had 
hitherto curbed, and changing my Dialect, I treat- 
ed him with all the opprobrioug Terms I could think: 
of; and tho? I ſay it myſelf; there are very few, if 
any of the Academy of Billing ſpate, was a greater 
Proficient in the Piſcatory Salutations. I hope my. 
Readers will not attribute this to me as a Piece of = 
Vanity, when they reflect that quite through this 2 
long account of myſelf, I have all along guarded 1 
againſt that Weakneſs, and only related pure Mat- 
ters of Fact. Sad 27 
The next Day, my new Landlord brought a Car- 
penter with him to lop my Trees; I foreſeeing 
this would be the Ground of a Quarrel; ſecured my 
Husband, that he might not have ati Aſſault ſworn 
againſt him by Bilby, and went out myſelf with a 
Reſolution, if poſſible, to provoke him to ſtrike me 
brſt, and in ſuch.Caſe to belabour him to ſome pur- 
pole. The Carpenter was got into 4 Tree, and 
Bilby ſtood below to ſecure the Branches as they fell; 
but 1 forced them from him, and upon his hg 
N N the 
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the Reaſon, told him the Trees were my Property, 


that I had bought and paid for them to ſuch a One; 
he replying that he was a Rogue, | readily acknow- 


ledged that he might very well be called ſo, with re- 
ſpect to honeſt Men, but with regard to a Bailiff, 


and eſpecially to ſo vile a Cannibal as he was, the 
Man ought to be allowed Honeſt. Bilby, iritated at 
the Compliment, endeavoured to wreſt the Branch J 


had taken, out of my Hand, and finding he ſtrug- 


led in vain, he gave me a Blow. I never received 
one before with Pleaſure ; but I own the Stroke af. 
forded me a particular Satisfaction, as it gave me an 
Opportunity to pommel the Raſcal with Impunity, 
and I did hot let it ſlip; for 1 flew at him and beat 
him unmercifully, as I was greatly Superior to him 
in Strength. The Carpenter, ſeeing his Comrade ſo 
roughly handled, came down to his Aſſiſtance, and, en- 
deavouring to take me off him, tore my Head-cloths, 


which was directly quenching Fire with Oyl ; for! 


left the Bailiff, who took that Opportunity to make 
a precipitate Retreat, and leave us to fight it out. 
J having ſeized the Carpenter, ſtruck up his Heels 
and falling upon him with my Knee in his Stomach, 
I let him riſe, but it was to knock him down again, 
which I did till I was quite ſpent with threſhing him 
and forced to give over, tho* much later than the 
poor Fellow could have wiſhed ; for he often endea- 
voured to get clear of me, and follow the Example 
of his Principal, which he did as ſoon as he could, 
and ſhewed he had better Heels than Hands. 
About this Time there was a Camp in Hyde. Part, 
where I kept a Sutler's Tent, Lord Cadogan, when 
the King came to review the Forces, treated his Ma- 
jeſty and the Prince with a great many of the Nobi- 
lity, and was ſo good as to ſend for me to ſtand 


Centinel at the Tent Door; but to my Misfortune, 
having nobody I could truſt with my Buſineſs, my 


Husband 
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Husband being to perform Exerciſe in the Foot- 

Guards, I could not do that Duty. However, I re- 
ſolved at all Events to ſee the King ; - but finding ſe- 
veral General Officers in a Tent joining to that in 
which his Majeſty dined, I ſtepped in to them with - 
out deſign of ſtaying; but they plied me ſo well with 
ſtrong body d Wines, that I had almoſt forgot what 
| went upon; they gave me a Shilling a-Piece for a 
Kiſs, which I gave them, and went to ſee the King: 
but I had delay'd too long, his Majeſty was going 
into his Coach when I came up; however I got ſo 
near that he perceived me, and with great Humani- 
ty faid, he thought to have ſeen the old Dragoon 
ſooner. I pray'd God to go with his Majeſty, and 
he drove off, leaving me diſappointed in my Expec- 
tations, I went to take a View of the Pavilion, 
which was formerly taken by Prince Eugene from the 
Grand Vizir in Hungary, and certainly the Richeſt, 
ever ſaw. , While I was looking upon this magnifi- 
cent Piece of Work I remembered that the Nobilicy 
who attended on his Majeſty and the Prince, were 
entertained in an adjoining Tent ; I immediately went 
thither and was admitted. I acquainted them that I 
had loſt ſeveral Pounds in the Camp, by ſcoring 
their Followers, and hoped they would take it into 


| Conſideration. On this one propoſed contributing 


2 Guinea a- piece, which was ſo great and ſeaſonable 
2 Relief, that without it I muſt either have periſhed, 
or gone upon the Pariſh ; for the Fatigue of Cook- 
ing and the Effect which the Loſs of the Money I 
truſted in the Camp, had on my Mind, threw me in- 


to a tertian Ague, which compelled me to leave the 


Camp the following Day. As to any Aſſiſtance 
from my Husband it would have been the higheſt 
of Folly. to have expected it, as he always ſpent 
more than he got; nay ſo inconſiderate was he, that 
the Day after I left the Camp, he ſold my Tent and 

"ES: every 


_ 
FE TIE 
—— —— ed} 


be troubled with my Landlord Mr. S. 


92 The LIFE and ADVENTURES of 


every thing in it for forty Shillings, tho' the Tent 


alone coſt me Fifty, and notwithſtanding the Con- 


dition I was in, ſpent every Penny of the Money. 
While 1 was lain up with the Ague, I heard the 
News of the Duke of Marlborough's Death, which 
additional Trouble, for I was greatly endebted to 
his Grace's Goodneſs, both abroad and at home, 
encreaſed my Illneſs, and even to this Day affe&s 


me; he had been my Colonel, General and Bene: 


factor, and the Remembrance of what I owe to his 
Humanity, will make me Jament his Death to the 
Day of my own. I was at the Time of his Funeral 


well enough to go abroad, though very weak; hoy- 


ever, I went to the late Duke's Houſe, and, placing 
myſelf by my Husband, marched in the Funeral Pro- 
eſſion, with a heavy Heart and ſtreaming Eyes. 
hen the Ceremony was over J left the Regiment in 
the Camp, and returned to my Houle. 

When I was thoroughly recovered, unwilling to 
and 
his new Tenant the Bailiff, I ſertledSat Wander: 
The former of theſe being overwhelmed with Debt, 
and threatened with a Jail, put an end to the Me- 
naces of his Creditors and his own Life by cutting 
the Veins of his Wriſt ; The latter met with a uſt 
Reward of his Roguries. 


I lived a private Life in my new Settlement, ſup- 


ported by the Benevolence of the Nobility and Gen- 


try, to whom I had the Honour of being known, 
and which was much more conſiderable than at 
preſent, as many of my Benefactors are dead, as 
forne imagining that what they gave me was extra- 
vagantly thrown away, and others, that I got conſi- 
derably elſewhere, have either curtaiPd, or quite 
withdrawn their former Charity ; ſo that at this Day, 


I have not one third of the Benefactors I then had. 


Hav- 


— 2 — 


Mrs. CHRISTIAN DAVIES. gy 
Having ſpent a whole Year at Vand ſor, I grew 
tired of fo inactive a Life, and reſolved to get once 
more into Buſineſs. I removed to Paddington, took 
a Publick-houſe, and by my Diligence and Com- 
plaiſance to my Cultomers, had their Number daily 
encreaſe. Here, as elſewhere, I continued my Viſits 
to ſuch as honoured. me with their Protection, and 
to whoſe generous Contributions, I was endebted for 
greater part of my ſupport ever ſince my Arrival 
from Flanders, 22 1 
Among the reſt of my Benefactors, there was a 
noble Lady who made me ſeveral Preſents, and one 
Day gave me a Hoop-Pettycoat, a Machine I knew 
not how to manage, and no wonder, for I never had one 
on before and believe it requires as much Dexterity 
to exerciſe as a Muſquet, however I was reſolved, 
fince it came at ſuch an eaſy Rate, to ſhew away in 
it, and accordingly wanting ſomething of a Brazier, 
I pur on my Hoop, which made me fancy myſelf 
in a Go-Cart uſed for Children, when they begin 
firſt to feel their Legs. I could not help laughing ar 
the Figure I made, but my Finery, which at my 
ſetting out, was the Subject of my Mirth, occaſioned 


me, before I returned, both Pain and Confuſion. In 


Knave's-Acre, the Foot Path being narrow, I thruſt 
againſt a Poſt, which made the other Side of my 
Hoop fly up. I, who had never been hoop'd before, 
imagined it was ſome rude Fellow thruſting his Hands 
up my Coats, and thinking lily to revenge the In- 
ſult, threw my Stick back without looking behind me, 
and gave my Left Hand, I carryed on my Wound, 
which has been always open, ſuch a Blow, that I 
could not help crying out; I turned about, but could 
ſee no Body, but ſome Apprentices, who came about 
me at my Roaring, and ſet up a loud Laughter at 
the aukard Management of my Hoop, which I 

OG I | heartily 
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heartily curſed with its Inventor, and made off vex- an 
| ed and aſhamed at becoming the Sport of Boys. be 


Soon after this, I was ſent for by ſome Men of 
1 Quality, and Gentlemen of Diſtinction, who for 1 H. 


| | | their Diverſion, had invited Sir Fames Baker, called we 
ll by them Lord Lateran, to the Thatch'd Houſe to po! 
1 Dinner, to which however they ſat down without and 
1 his Lordſhip, and diſpatched in a Hurry, and or- wh 
a dering a Couple of Ducks ſome Beef Stakes, and Bu: 
| Soop to be ſet by for him, went into another Room, del 
4 whither I was conducted, and taught my cue. ſet 
I This Lord Lateran was a Perſon with whoſe Simpli- ſgi 
* city ſeveral of the Quality diverted themſelves ; he was poſe 
. | by ſome eſteem'd a Fool, others thought him mad, of 
4 and others again belived he wore a Mask, and rather can 


ſuffered himſelf to be laugh'd at and made the Jeſt of cita 
the Company, than go without a Dinner, which MW 4 
muſt have been the Caſe, had he wanted the Senſe rep 
to conceal that, he could not but have, of the Tricks MW #1: 


Wo put upon him. A 
4 Soon after the Quality with whom the Mock al 
i Lord was to have dined, were withdrawn, as I have b 
1 8 faid, his Lordſhip came in, and reſented their not = 


4 ſtaying for him, as the higheſt Indignity offered to 
} a Man of his Quality. The Drawer endeavoured 1 
to appeaſe him by a Detail of what was ſet by for EY 


his Lordſhip. Hearing there was Soop, of which 
he was a great Lover, and an immoderate eater, he 1 
was ſomewhat pacify*d, ordered it in, and fell to, very MY 
heartily, a Waiter attending his Lordſhip's farther “ 

Orders. I, by the Time he was ſeated went up, i ©! 
and knocked at the Door; the Servant who had — 


his Inſtructions, opened it, and asked my Buſineſs; 1 f 

I asked if Sir James Baker was there? Madam, 1 

ſaid the Waiter, I know no ſuch Perſon, here is no 1 

Body here but my Lord Lateran. In the Interim, the 1 « 

Deviſers of this Plot on the poor Lord, ſlipped ” TY 
RE and 


Mrs. CHRISTIAN DAVIS. gr 
and concealed themſelves behind a Screen that was 
between him and the Door. | 


The Fellow naming Lord Lateran, I anſwered, 


He was the very Perſon after whom I enquired; 


went abruptly into the Room and ſeated myielf op- 
poſite to him. His Lordſhip ſeemed both confuſed 
and netled at this Freedom; he ſtared at me, and 
when he had recovered his Surprize, asked what my 
Buſineſs was, whence I came, and who ſent me thither, 
deſiring I would be Expeditious, as he was but juſt 
ſet down to Dinner. My Dear, ſaid I, I do not de- 
ſign to interrupt you in your Meal, as I came on Pur- 
poſe to dine with you, though this pretended Ignorance 
of me caujes both my Grief and Aſtoniſbment, ſince you 
cannot but know, that I bad more Regard to your Soli- 
citations than to my Intereſt, having entirely difobliged 


all my Friends by becoming your Wife. Wife! Wife! 


replied my Lord in amaze, Why Woman I never was 


married, © Is it poſſible, my Lord, a Man of your 


„Quality and good Senſe can bring a Blemiſh on 
his Honour, by denying what he is conſcious can 
« be ſo eaſily proved? it is happy for me and my 
e two Babies, as like you as one Pea to another, 
« that I have three Witneſſes of our Marriage or I 
e find you would ruin my Character and baſtardize 
« your poor innocent Children. Children too! very 
« fine truly, I have a Wife and two Children with- 
« out knowing any thing of the Matter! Lookye, 
« my Lord, I am not a Woman to be trifled with, 
your ſimple Denyal will avail you nothing againſt 
« the Oaths of three credible, nay creditable Wit- 
e neſſes, though it has given me ſuch a Contempt 
« for your Perſon, that I can part with you and not 
© break my Heart; but I expect you will, and that 


immediately, furniſh me Money for my and your 


« Children's ſupport. Why, thou thorough-paced 
e Impoſtor, thou notorious abominable Lyar.— G0 
; | | +8 On 
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4 on my Lord; Money I muſt and will have, this 
* mean foul Language is a Scandal to your Quality, 
«© but does not affect me or make me leſs your Wife. 
«« Sol find you will ſwear I am married, to extort 


«© Money out of me. His Lordſhip then turning 


to the Drawer, who though an Actor in the Farce, 


kept his Countenance, which was naturally auſtere, 


deſired he would do him the Favour to Hand that 


SGentlewoman down Stairs, and ſet his Foot in her 
h. The Fellow prompted from behind the 
Skreen, anſwered, tht he durſt not part Man and 


B 


Wife, as he did not know how dangerous it might 
be with regard to the Law, extremely ſevere in 
ſuch Caſes. My Lord, in a Fright, asked him if he 
thought I was really his Wife; As God is my 
<< Judge, ſaid he, I never was married to her. 1 
cannot tell that, replied the other, ſhe avers, and 
<< you deny it, ſhe has Witneſſes to prove it upon 


* . Oath, and you cannot prove a Negative, let her 
<<, Evidence appear. There is no Occaſion for that, 


La 


- 


replied his Lordſhip, this is ſome abandoned bat- 
< ter'd old Jade who can no longer get Money by 


„ Whoring, and would now extort it by ſwearing; 


e a Sham Marriage upon me: 1 don't queſtion her 
<< being prepared with falſe Witneſſes. Come my 
*« Dear Lord, ſaid I, fall to your Soop, and after 


N 


e Dinner, I will ſhew your Ingratitude by givi g 


s jinconteſtable Proof of our Marriage. As his Lord- 


ſnip was pretty ſharp ſet, he took my Advice and 
« fell to very heartily, proteſting it was the beſt 


<< Soop he had ever eat, only a little too Salt. He 


had Reaſon to ſay ſo, for the Wagg of a Cook had 


iſſed in it, and for that Reaſon had bid me eat none. 
hen his Lordſhip had finiſhed the Soop, I bid. the 
Waiter bring me a Plate, a Knife and a Fork, 
„Why ſure, faid my Lord, you don't intend te 


« dine with me? Indeed but I do, and Bed with 


cc you 
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ce you too, do you think I married to have only the 
bare Name of a Wife.“ Prichee Woman, be quiet; 
« if you Want a Dinner, ſtay till I have done qr get 
to the Side- board. Was there ever ſuch a vile 
« jmpudent Woman — Was there ever ſuch an 
« unkind Husband:? but my dear you can't be in 
« earneſt, this is only to try my Patience —1 
e proteſt, if I had my Sword here, I would run 
you through the Body.” He ſpoke this with 
ſuch Emotion, that he ſet our Audience upon the 
Titter, and had like to have diſcovered all. The 
Stakes and Ducks being ſet upon the Table, I de- 
fired he would help me; but he Was now grown ſul- 
len, and I could not wreſt a Word from him ; 
wherefore, without Ceremony I helped myſelf, 
where -I.)beſt liked. Having dined, I told him I 
would now itake my Leave in hopes of finding him 
in better Temper another Time, but I entreated 
one Kiſs at parting No no, Moman, I Kiſs you? 
Kiſs the Devil's Dam. Iwill have a Kiſs before I go. 
—Saying this I got up and made towards him; he 
enddea voured to avoid me, and I chaſed him round 
the Room before Nould faſten upon him, and when 
Idid, I held him faſt round the Neck and kiſſed 
him ſpight of his Reſiſtance; this ; threw him into 
ſuch a Paſſion that he would have run out of the 
Room, and infallibly have ſeen the Company be- 
hind the Skreen, but I got hold of him and gave 
them an Opportunity to get off. When I thought 
they were got off clear let my Lord go, who made 
the beſt of his Way down Stairs: when at he bottom 
he threaren'd the Maſter of the Houſe, that he would 
ruin him for ſuffering ſuch an inſolent Jade to af · 
front a Man of his Quality. A. | 
The Compaoy who iſet me to play this Roll, 
were highly diverted with the Performance an all 
hands; but for my part-I can't but helieve the mock 
Lord ſmelt a Rat, and was as little angry as - = 
| O | n 
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fond. My Reaſons are, he eat heartily z could not Pr 
bur hear thoſe behind the Skreen titter, and alſo heat 
them go out of the Room; but it was his Intereſt 
| | not to diſcover them. In ſhort they laugh'd at my _ 
| Lord, and my Lord, it the Truth was known, 
i - laugh'd at them. However, if I gueſs Right, he 


r 


0 carried fon the Jeſt, by induſtriouſly avoiding me ; | 
6 if by chance he at any time ſaw me in the Streets, - | 
| While 1 lived at Paddington J applied myſelf to 4 

ſome Friends, who at my Requeſt got my Husband's Fe | 
ii | Diſcharge from the Foot-Guards; but in this I Ke 


wanted Foreſight, for he falling into his former Ex. _ 
| | tra vagancies, was ſo far from being of Service to me 
N in my Buſineſs, as I had hoped he would, that I was 
| obliged to throw up my Houſe and Shep, {ell off my « } 
Goods, and procure a Paſs from Lord C t Ho 
1 for Ireland, When I came from that Nobleman's i . 
F | Houſe, where I had been for the above Purpoſe, I ae. 
5 paſſed by that of Lord S——x. Two of his Foot- La 
1 men who were at the Door, ſtopped me, and the 
—_ Gentleman ran to tell his Lord that I was below; ” 
18 Upon the Gentleman's returning, he told me that his WW inſa 
| | Lord wanted me to teaze Sir Fames Baker, who with 2 


| a great deal of Company, was at Table with his fi pes 
1 Lordſhip. I was very glad of the Opportunity and 125 


i followed the Gentleman up Stairs, who pointing to nd 
1 a Room, and making Signs for me to go in, I geg 
Þ rapp'd gently at the Door, and ſome-body called 

'Þ out, come in. I obeyed the Order, ſeveral of the 1 
| Company Strangers to me and the Story of the 
1 thatch'd Houſe, were, at my Entrance, pretty much I 4 


mM ſurprized; but more ſo, when they ſaw Lord S——» II I 
1} ſmile upon me. I put on a ſeeming Confuſion, and II ,, 1 
| | begged Pardon for being ſo unmannerly as to intrude 40 

Þ into a ſtrange Company in a Nobleman's Houle, 4 F 
( but hoped they would think me rather an Object of II 4 10 


their Compaſſion than Reſentment, when they _ 44 J 
* ** a [ 
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that it was the Unkindneſs of a Husband, for whom 
] had the tendereſt Affection, forced me to take a 
Step, which I was ſenſible could hardly be excuſed 
by any other Motive. My Lord, ſaid I, my 
« Name is Baker, and as I heard Sir James Baker is 
in this Company, I have taken the Liberty to 
« enquire after my Husband. Madam, replied my 
« Lord, there is no ſuch Perſon here, poſſibly you 
e mean Lord Lateran; if it is that noble Lord you 
e ſeek, you have not loſt your labour, he is at 
« Table. The Moment Sir James heard me Name 
e him, he turned his Head, and ſpying me, in a 
“violent, if not a feign'd, Paſſion vented himſelf 
f « in theſe or the like Words, Thou wicked, vile, 
J « baſe, infamous Woman, why do'ſt thus haunt me? 
: | How ſaid my Lord S——x, by this Language ſhe 
I cannot be your Lady, for Lord Lateran has too 
: much Honour to treat a Wife with ſuch harſh 
: Language. Then turning to me, as if I was entire- 
ly unknown to him, he continued, Woman look to 
what you are about, Men of Quality are not to be 
1 MW inſulted with-Impunity ; you muſt not think to im- 

poſe on that noble Lord; you call yourſelf his Wife, 
d if you do not prove it, I have a good pomp in my 
, Yard to revenge the Inſult on that noble Perſon, 
I und may perhaps cure you of your vile Practice. I 
d {fired his Lordſhip not to judge partially or raſnly, 
ve bot that he would give me leave to ſpeak. His 
he Lordſhip faid it was juſt and reaſonable to hear what 
ch | could offer. My Lords, ſaid I, my ſimple Aſ- 
| e ſertion, I am ſenſible, would little avail me; but 
d © | have living Witneſſes of the Truth of what 
Je i I have advanced; Witneſſes, my Lord, who were 

o preſent when the Prieſt performed the Ceremony 
* of our Marriage, beſides two Sons, the Fruits of 
« it enregiſtered in his Name, and long acknow- 
vat i ledged his — by himſelf, It is dn fue 

| | 0 2 ten 


un 


„ happlly together. Nat three Minutes my Lord, 


my Lord, ſince he is now a Man of Quality, | 


* me, but I will never mention the Injury, all ſhall 
be buried in Oblivion, and will feal this Promiſe 
++ with a virtuous Kiſs, I was going round to him, 
and he ſecing no Way to avoid me leap'd over 


_ **. threatening to kill the Man who would ſtop him, 
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<< ten Years ſince he left me, without any juſt Matter 
<< of Complaint againſt me; for I defy the World, 
c cenforious as it is, to caſt the leaſt Reflection on 
„ my Honour; my Enemies allow me a Woman of 
<< infuperable Virtue.“ Oh the vile Strumpet, cry'd 
Sir James. Let her proceed, ſaid Lord S——x, ſhe 
ſpeaks with an Air of Truth, and your Paſſion makes 
me fear there is ſome Jealouſy at the Bottom of this 
Affair. Z-—ds, ſaid Sir James, your Lordſhip 
can't believe that Infamous Wretch; upon my 
Honour J never ſaw her but once before, except 
<< in the Streets, and then ſhe pinned herſelf upon me 
«© at the Thatch'd Houſe.““ Let her goon, reply'd 
Lord $——-x., continued I, I am to this Day ig- 
«© norant of the Reaſon why he left me, which I muſt 
<< own greatly afflicted me; for he was a very fond 
<< Husband for the Space of three Years that we liv'd 


* 


on my Honour, cried Sir James. The Devil muſt 
* have ſpirited up this Incubus to perſecute me. 
«< went on, your Lordſhip cannot ſuppoſe that I 
„ have my Witneſſes always with me, - wherefore 
„ my Lord, I put it upon this Iſſue for the pre- 
«< ſent, let him take his Oath that I am not his 
„Wife; he dares not do it.“ Lord S ſaid 
that would be deſcending below his Dignity. Well 


am . loath to expoſe him in a publick Court, 
and am ready to forget what is paſſed, if he will 
„ return with me to his own Houſe, My dear 
& Lord Lateran, you know how you have wrong'd 


the Table, threw down ſome Chairs, broke a few 
<< Glaſſes, threw open the Door ran down Stairs, 


and 


7 
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ec and ſwore he wauld never more enter that Houſe. 
<« In the Streets he had all the Actions of a Madman, 
« lifting his Hands to Heaven, doubling his Fiſts, 
«« ſtamping; and as a Footman who followed him 
<< reported, threatening me with Death,” When 
the laugh was over, which made ſome of the Com- 
pany hold their Sides, and others wipe. their Eyes, 
Lord S ordered me to fit down, take a Glaſs, 
and give the Company my Story; I obeyed his 
Lordſhip and was as ſuccinct. as poſſible. When J 
had finiſhed my Hiſtory every one at Table, made 
me a Preſent of five Shillings, and my Lord S. 
bid me take a Bottle of Wine home with me. 
Soon after this, having made Money of my Goods, 
left Paddington and went to Charles-Street Maſtmin- 
fier. Here having an Order from the Governors of 
Cbelſea- College to appear at the Board as all do, at a 
certain Time, who receive Penſions as Invalids, I 
went and made my Appearance. In returning home 
through the Five fields, I fell in with two Penſioners, 
who had been on the ſame Errand ; one of them, 
who was an intimate Acquaintance ſtop me to en- 
quire after my Health. His Companion took an 
Opportunity from the Difference of our Penſions to 
abuſe me, as undeſerving that I enjoy d, having ne- 
ver done any ng for the Government. Nettled at 
this Treatment, I made a Compariſon between his 
and my Service, greatly to my own Advantage, 
and concluded with calling him a Fagget and a 
cowardly Dogg. Stung with this Appellation, he 
was reſolved ro ſhew his: Bravery, far he drew and 
made a Thruſt at me, who had no other Weapon 
than my Stick, with which I put by his Paſs, cloſed 
in with him, wrenched the Sword out of his Hand, 
threw it over the Bank, fell upon him with my Oaken 
Plant, broke his Head in two Places, and belabour'd 
him 'till he cryed Peccavi. Two Gentlemen, Spec- 
tators of the Fray, offered me a ten Shilling Treat, 
but my Buſineſs would not let me accept it. | 
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I now waited about the Court that I might be in 
the Way of my Benefactors, and often received their 
Benevolence, which enabled me to return to and 
fettle in my Native Country. I took a Houſe as 
near as poſſible to the Caſtle, as I had great Depen- 
dance on the Lord Lieutenant Lord C Ps Fas 
mily, and indeed his Lordſhip's Servants were the 


beſt Cuſtomers I had, as my Lord himſelf was my 


beſt Friend, often giving me Money to pay my 
Rent, beſide a Priviledge he allowed me excluſive 
of all others to ſell Beer in the Deer-Park on a Re- 


view Day, but as there was a greater Call for Li- 


quor than I could furniſh, I gave a Licence to two 

others. | | 
TI ftaid but one Year in Feland, which was as much 
owing to my Inclination to Rambleing as to my 
Buſineſs not anſwering my Expectation ; but while I 
was in Dublin, I happened one Day to eſpy the Rev, 
Mr, Howell, who, as I have before ſhewn, robbed 
me of my Maiden Treaſure ; he alfo had a Sight of, 
and endeavoured to ſpeak to me: I avoided him, 
and by turning into a Coffee-Houſe eluded his De- 
ſign. He was now married, the Father of eleven 
Children, and ſettled in Shropfeire, where my Hus- 
band at this Time was. He finding that I carefully 
avoided giving him an Opportunity to converſe with 
me, went home to his Brothers, where he lodged, 
while in Dublin, and appeared very Melancholy: e- 
very one enquired into the Cauſe of his viſible Alter- 
ation ; but his Siſter, alone, could extort the Secret 
from him. He told her that he had ſeen me, which 
brought freſh to his Memory the Injury he had done 
me, and the Perjury he had been quilty of; that a 
Reflection -upon Lis Injuſtice, was intolerable, and 
gave him ſuch Pain, that he believed he ſhould never 
recover his Peace of Mind. His Sifter would have 
ſent for me, but he would not ſuffer her; for ſaid 
he, Tam ſure ſbe will not come, her Reſpiment of the 
- 5 4 Wrong 
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Mrong I bave done ber is loo ſtrong. The next Day 
he left Dublin, and about ſeven Weeks after, his 
Siſter meeting me, read a Letter, which gave her 
the melancholy Account of his having deſtroyed him- 
ſelf. Change of Kingdoms had made no change in 
his Temper, his Sadneſs daily increaſed, and he could 
find no Eaſe, wherefore he reſolved to put an End 
to his Life, which was a Torture to him : to this 
end, he one Day roſe very early and went into his 
Study; his Wife, at her uſual Hour, got up; and 
preparing his Breakfaſt, ſent one of the Children to 
give him Notice that it was ready: the Child after 
having knock'd ſeveral times at the Door, without 
any one anſwering opened the Door, found him 
hanging in his Saſh and quite dead. At this Sight 
the Child ſcreach'd out and fell into a Swoon. The 
Child's Scream alarm'd her Mother, who running up 
with ſome others of her Children, ſaw the diſtracting 1! 
Sight; the poor Woman was inconſolable, for ſhe 1 
not only loſt a Huſband ſhe loved, but ſaw herſelf by | 
that Loſs deprived of Bread, wich eleven Children to 
maintain: Mr. Howell, ſome little time before he was 
guilty of this raſh Action, wrote a Letter to his 
Brother, in which, he tells him, that the Neflection 
on the Injury he had done me, had robbed him of 
all Peace of Mind, and brought upon him ſuch a 
ſetled Melancholy, that he was in a State of Deſpair, 
and bid him not to be ſurprized if he ſhould hear 
that he had lain violent Hands upon himſelf. 
When I had reſolved upon quitting Dublin, I ſent 
a Letter to my Husband to take a Houſe for me ar 
Cheſter. Soon after, he ſent me an Anſwer, and let 
me know he had taken a very convenient one for me 
in that Town, and deſired me to make all poſſible 
haſte to get thither. On the Receipt of this, I went 


J oC Do Sec old 


to take my Leave of Lord C t, who, to divert 
himſelf, would needs ſee the Ceremony of a Camp 
Marriage, ſa led Colonel p. and me into the 
2 Garden, 


| 
| 
| 
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Garden, where laying two Swords acrols, the Col. 
firſt and I next, jump'd over them, his Lordſhip 
performing the Function of the Prieſt, pronouncing 
the following Words, Jamp Rogue, —Follow Whore, 
After the Ceremony was over, my Lord gave us 
a Treat, and diſmiſſing me, I went on board the 
Yatchr. | 

I met Colonel M——y and ſeveral Land Offi. 
cers who were going to England in the ſame Veſſel. 
They asked if I had a Paſs, and I ſhewed it them; 
but the Captain of the Yatcht, whoſe ſurly Temper 
and Behaviour, and turning ſeveral poor People 
a Shore who could not pay their Paſſage, gave me 
a Diſtaſte, coming to me in a gruff Manner, ſaid, 
Dye wwbere's your Paſs? I anſwered him in as 
rough a Style, and refuſed to let him ſee it. On 
this, he threatened to ſend me back, and I threaten- 
ed to beat him, which was no ſmall Diverſion to 
the Officers, who egg'd me on to box him, bur the 
Captain had more Wit. When we arrived at Chefter, 
I ſhewed him my Paſs, and, at the ſame time told 
him, I would acquaint his Majeſty that he ſtole Mil- 
liners Apprentices and made a 'Bawdy Houſe of the 
King's Veſſel, which was true enough. 

Ilived three Years in Cheſter, and then returned to 
Chelſea, where I have remained ever ſince without 
any thing happening worth Notice. I got my Hus. 
band into the College, where he is a Serjeant, and 
have been hitherto ſubſiſted by the Benevolence of 
the Quality and Gentry of the Court, whether I go 
twice a Week; but the Expence of Coach Hire, as 
both my Lameneſs and Age encreaſe, for I cannot 
walk ten Yards without Help, is a terrible Tax up- 
on their Charity, and at the fame time, many of my 
Friends going no longer to Court, my former Sub- 
fiftance is greatly diminiſhed from what it was. 
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